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Religious Milieus and Social Welfare: Early Findings about Long-Term Care

in Taiwan
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My talk will present the acute long-term care crisis faced by Taiwanese
society and how differently its religious milieus have responded to it. After
introducing the methodological challenges of measuring the influence of religious
circles on policy development, | will focus in particular on charitable associations
associated with Catholicism, Christianity, Islam and Buddhism, and their specific
contributions at both ends of the care chain. While the Buddhist milieu seems
willing to provide support through institutionalized long-term care, the other
religious milieus are also concerned by the welfare of caregivers, especially those
among them who are migrants and who are identified with a minority religion. |
will advance the hypothesis that the weaker participation in the care economy by
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the religious milieus of the Daoist traditions and popular beliefs can be attributed
to their limited institutionalization. However, the diffused nature of these other
religions has encouraged the development of the family-based approach to long-
term care that many households in Taiwan prefer and that the government
supports for fiscal reasons.
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André Laliberté is professor at the School of Political Studies at the
University of Ottawa, where he teaches courses on comparative politics, with a
focus on the countries of the Indo-Pacific region. He is co-director of the Research
Chair in Taiwanese Studies, in addition to being an associate researcher at the
Center for International Policy Studies and the Human Rights Research and
Education Center at the University of Ottawa. He has published widely on various
aspects of Taiwan's democratic transition and consolidation, and his current
research focus is religions and the politics of care. He regularly visits Taiwan for
research and has done the same often to Hong Kong and to over ten different
cities in China.



