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Along with the southward expansion of the Nguyen Lords during the 17" and 18"
centuries, there were waves of Chinese immigration from China into Vietnam,
especially southern Vietnam. It was also the most important period for Chinese
settling and establishing their own communities in southern Vietnam [i.e. Dang Trong
or Cochinchina)]. Hoi An [€%# or Faifo] in Central Vietnam was the major port for
foreign trade in Dang Trong and Chinese immigration. However, this paper mainly
focuses on the formation of the Chinese community in Hoi An port and Its members’
commercial activity from the middle 17" to the late 18™ Centuries. First, the author
analyses some issues such as migration waves of chinese from Chinese into Hoi An,
especially after the Ming dynasty in China was usurped by the Manchus, who set up
the Ch’ing dynasty in 1644. Subsequently, there were many mainstream political
movements and uprisings to “Oppose the Ch’ing, Restore the Ming” (FZ;518HH).
Thus, the Ch’ing dynasty was decried as having destroyed traditional Chinese culture
by banning traditional Chinese clothes and forcing Chinese to wear their hair in a
queue in the Manchu style. Given this situation, many Chinese refugees and Ming
officials fled to Hoi An, escaping from the wars and disturbances in the China
Mainland. They established the Chinese Minh Huong xa (Minh Huong Village or HH
7+ in Chinese) in Hoi An port. Minh Huong (BH%) understood this term to mean
“maintaining joss-stick for the Ming dynasty”. This paper also focuses on the
organization of Minh Huong village, bang (Congregations) system as well as its
relation with local society and local government. With the development of trade and
with full consent of the Nguyen Lords, the population of Chinese residents in Hoi An
gradually expanded. As a result, Minh Huong village became the typical model for
integration of the Chinese community into the local society in Vietnam. Another topic

examined is the economic position of the Chinese in Hoi An with regard to the
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development of foreign trade of Cochinchina (Southern Vietnam) in the period of
Nguyen Lords through commercial activity of Chinese. Because the Nguyen Lords
applied generous policies toward the Chinese community, the Chinese prematurely
concentrated on strongly developing their commecial activities, and also played a very
important role in promoting the economic development of Hoi An port in particular

and of Cochinchina in general.
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