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Skeuomorphs in art of late Shang capital (XIV-XI cc BC)
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Second millennia BC is known as the dawn of Chinese civilization; and
within this period late capital of Shang dynasty “The Great City of Shang” holds
a very special place. Crafts like pottery, stone and bone carving flourished there,
but the most breath-taking results were reached in bronze-casting.

In this presentation | would like to trace the origin of some designs which
can be seen in the art of The Great City of Shang. In a number of cases there

appear skeuomorphs, which are defined as “copies of prototype artifacts
replicated in different physical materials in the derivative objects” [John H. Blitz.
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Skeuomorphs, Pottery, and Technological Change /American anthropologist, vol.
117, No. 4, pp. 667], or at least prominent skeuomorphic features.
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