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Relations between the Roman and the early Chinese Empires have been
considerably popular fields of research, however, principally from aspect of
textual sources. Thanks to the relative abundancy of Chinese historical records, the
Roman image in ancient China has been studied from several aspects. At the same
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time, less is known about the Roman views on the Far East, especially from an
archaeological perspective. In this manner, Chinese silk remains discovered in the
former territory of the Imperium Romanum might provide a better understanding
on Sino-Roman relations.

Despite the fact that the Roman knowledge on provenance of these precious
materials was rather vague (they were originated from the undefined East; Serica
or Thinae) and therefore had no direct role in China-perceptions, yet they might
reflect on special aspects of trends and highlight the importance of luxurious
textiles in imperial propaganda. Moreover, Chinese silk — without having any
relevant idea on the Middle Empire in Roman society — can be regarded as a
significant agent from cultural, economic and social angles as well.
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