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Colorful Past: Academic Significance Exhibited at Museum
of the Institute of History and Philology

Wang Jen-chun (2 iz %)

Museum of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

Since its establishment in 1928, the guiding principle behind all its
academic activities in the IHP has always been to encourage researchers
to leave the confines of their libraries and conduct field research. Dr. Fu
Ssu-nien urged his colleagues to travel up hill and down dale in search of
first-hand materials only obtainable through field research. This critical

spirit stressing scientific verification is manifested in the works displayed
in the museum.
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The hard work of the previous generations of researchers has
bequeathed us many crucial cultural relics. From a single exhibition room
built in 1958, to the present day museum in two floors of renovated
exhibition halls reopened in 2002 along with advanced conservation labs,
the IHP efforts on associating the artifacts with their relevant history,
envisioning the museum as a center for educating the public, promoting
society's interest in cultural heritage and broadening the historical
horizons of common citizens.

My talk will outline the acquisition history of the institute’s
collection and how they are displayed in the IHP museum, to reveal the
two major significance of artifacts exhibited in the museum; first, their
importance to historical, cultural, and archaeological knowledge, and
second, they illuminate the development of both the institute and Chinese

academics at large since the 1920’s.
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