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Summary Execution and Legal Culture in Qing China

Since the eighteenth century, the Qing China embarked on an ambitious program to
sweep away criminals by heavily legalizing the practice of summary execution. Facing the
growth of unruly subjects, disbanded mercenaries, and wandering exiles and soldiers, the
Qing rulers invested heavily in the operation of expedient death penalties. While the new
and assertive program revitalized the crumbling empire amidst social and political
instability, it evaded central authority over capital punishment and enhanced political
intervention in the judicial process. Power conflicts emerged over the regulation of authority
for punishment between various levels, those of the state, local officials, and sanctioned
armed groups. In the end, the extensive use of this exceptional punishment gave rise to a
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culture of rough justice and shifted the practice of Chinese death penalty toward a system
where routinized and exceptional procedures, centralized and decentralized institutions, and

formal and informal forces consistently negotiated judicial expediency and mutually shaped
one another.

This study offers the most comprehensive study of summary execution in Qing China,
examining its origins, evolution, and significance. Drawing on diverse sources, this study
traces how the Qing state and regional governments, together with various actors in local
society, sought to facilitate the procedure of summary execution and alter the operation of
criminal justice.

ARAPAC

R e (Weiting GUO) > 4r £ £ > i 4 £+ & 3+ & (Simon Fraser
University) frd 4 B4T0 3% o Bt £ ERBEV LA BT WET 4B L
AEFFAER TN MBS R SR ] AR EEEEY
B j\i,{ﬂ;g_,_%”rv;; i:z,ﬁ;&;ﬁ{{go



