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Abstract

In the year of 1704, a scholar and playwright named Gu Cai traveled to Rongmei, a
Tusi chieftain’s territory in the mountains of Hubei province and befriended the chieftain
Tian Shunnian. Carrying with him a letter from Kong Shangren to the chieftain, Gu started
his visit as a representative of “high culture” but was soon amazed by the enterprising effort
of the chieftain to boast of cultural versatility. During his five-month stay Gu, kept a diary
and later wrote a travelogue entitled Rongmei jiyou (My travel to the Rongmei chieftain's
territory). Centering around Gu’s travelogue, I propose to explore how chieftains on the
southwest periphery conducted long-term plans to formulate cultural and literary heritages
that had an affinity with Han-Chinese mainstream culture but also intensified domestic
qualities. The main topics of my discussion will include: the deliberate self-submission of
the chieftains to Chinese cultural authority by identifying with Han-Chinese ancestry, the
implications of Ming loyalism, the significance of poetry writing, poetry anthologizing and
(probably mock) poetry gatherings, the nuances of staging a masterpiece play, and the
possibility of an outsider’s imperial eye turning to empathy.

About the Speaker:

Prof. Siao-chen Hu obtained her Ph.D. from Harvard University. She is a Research
Fellow and the Director of Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica,
Taiwan ROC.

Prof. Hu has numerous academic publications in Literature, Poetry, and Women's
Literature in late imperial China. She also published "Burning the Midnight Qil: The Rise of

Female Narrative in Early Modern China" and "The Southwest in Ming-Qing Literary
Imagination™ in 2003 and 2017.
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