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This study aims to examine the cultural significance of religious festivals in Taiwan,
particularly those dedicated to local deities and involving spirit mediumship. It will focus
mainly on festivals recognized as cultural heritage by the Ministry of Culture in Taiwan,
exploring their role in daily life, personal and cultural identity, and the historical
background of spirit mediumship beliefs, ritual practices, and their impact on local society.
Preliminary findings have been obtained through an online survey and earlier field research,

part of which will be presented today.

The research will involve interviews with religious practitioners, festival participants,
temple representatives, the Ministry of Culture, and Taiwanese scholars. By examining
participants' perspectives and the social and cultural significance of these festivals, the study
aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the role of festivals and spirit mediumship in

Taiwanese culture and society.
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