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Bigamy in Civil Code

Even though the Civil Code outlawed the bigamy in 1930, when abolished the
bigamy in the form of two or more concurrent marriages, the final formulation of the
statute and the interpretation of the Supreme Court enabled the traditional and
widespread polygyny in the form of taking concubines and minor wives to remain
unchanged. The 1935 Criminal Code made adultery committed by males a punishable
offense, at least in theory. Even though it protected existing polygynous marriages, it
still expressed growing disapproval to the polygynous character of marriage. This
presentation summarizes the basic information concerning bigamy in Taiwanese civil
law, explains the term according to the Civil Code and the key judicial decisions and

makes a comparison with the law of the PRC.
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