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Ou Jujia and Provincial Consciousness in 1900s China

Current administrative divisions and nationalistic historiography define the
Chinese frontier as the autonomous regions of Inner Mongolia, Tibet, and Xinjiang
outside “China proper.” The frontier is seen through ethnic and religious lenses,
and framed by the creation of the Chinese nation-state in the twentieth century.
Why, then, are provinces such as Guangdong—also located on the fringes of the
modern Chinese nation—commonly excluded? By examining New Guangdong,
the magnum opus of Guangdong intellectual Ou Jujia (1870-1912), this article
argues that, on the ideological front at least, Guangdong’s inclusion in China
should not be taken for granted. It suggests that Ou’s advocacy for Guangdong’s
secession from Qing China (1644—-1912) had been informed by his overseas
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experiences and observations of contemporary global events, thus departing from
the “revolution paradigm” under which the Han Chinese intellectuals of the late

Qing were commonly seen as either supporting or resisting monarchical rule.
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