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Remembering the Family: Local Memories in the Landscape
Paintings of Fa Ruozhen (1613-1696)

Since the 1970s, art historians have abundantly noted how landscape painting
served Ming dynasty (1368-1644) loyalists to project images of self and survival
following the Manchu conquest and establishment of the Qing dynasty (1644—

1911). Rather than focusing on the trauma of the dynastic transition, this paper aims
at offering a nuanced understanding of early Qing landscape painting. Taking the
work of the early Qing official Fa Ruozhen (1613-1696) as a case study, this talk
investigates how landscape paintings could be employed not to negotiate “national”
identities centering on the loyalist/collaborator divide, but to formulate “local” literati
identities that were grounded in the shared experiences and memories of the conquest
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generation. The paper argues that through locally situated memories, Fa Ruozhen’s
landscape paintings invoked remembrance of his family that gave meaning to the
present. While the emerging Qing state increasingly laid claim to national identity-
formulations, literati painters retreated to their home communities and devised their
images locally. Addressing the mnemonic subject of the family, this paper examines
how landscapes could be employed to formulate alternative identities of the conquest
generation that operated on the local level, independent from the contentious question
of loyalty.
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