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Diaspora and Diplomacy between Taipei and Mecca

during the Cold War

My presentation discusses Taipei Muslim community’s little-known vibrant
facilitation of political, cultural and religious exchanges with Saudi Arabia for
three decades since 1949. With the exile of roughly 20,000 Muslims from
mainland China in 1949 to Taiwan, Taipei became home to several hundreds of

Chinese Muslim (Hui) writers, militarists and scholars who had played major
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religious and political roles back in mainland China. The new settlers in Taipei
established Islamic associations; published periodicals such as Zhongguo Huijiao;
and organized pilgrimage propaganda missions for four decades that led to direct
meetings with the Saudi Kings. Their biographies and pilgrimage accounts reveal
strong ties between Chinese Muslim settlers in Taipei and those in Saudi Arabia,
who escaped to Mecca’s vicinities in 1949. The overseas Chinese Muslims in
Saudi Arabia received and assisted the pilgrimage delegations from Taipei, and at
times, became leaders of the missions themselves. Through periodicals and
travelogues held in the National Central Library in Taipei, archival materials, and
ethnographic interviews at multiple sites, the presentation shows Taiwan’s Islamic
diplomacy during the Cold War that in fact emerged out of historical cross-regional

diaspora connections.
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" Between Shanghai and Mecca: Community, Network and Politics of Chinese

Muslim Diasporas in the Twentieth Century ; o



