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Ropes and baskets made of Zingiberales: Case studies from
Taiwan and the Philippines

Plant materials are central to many human activities from those of daily life to
the exceptional events. The Philippines, with more than 7000 islands, has
numerous plant species, many of them endemic. Taiwan has both tropical and
subtropical areas and its plant diversity includes a great variety of fibre-
producing species. This ethnobotanical study aims to provide a better
knowledge of basketry traditions and the Zingiberales-based raw materials that
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were used for this craft in the islands either side of the Bashi Channel between
the northernmost islands of the Philippines, the Batanes Islands, and the
southernmost of Taiwan, Lanyu Island.

Some of the Ivatan (Batanes Islands) and Yami-Tao (Lanyu Island) people’s
handicraft are made out of Musaceae, Zingiberaceae and Marantaceae fibres
possessing qualities such as flexibility, strength, durability, among others. These
fibres are prepared using a variety of techniques and are made into containers,
nets, ropes, garments, and other things, with every kind of production
representing a unique knowledge. Creating a reference collection of lvatan and
Yami-Tao present-day handicraft will be useful in identifying and comparing
plants and the techniques used for manufacturing ancient handicrafts. Moreover,
this type of analysis can be applied to archaeological artefacts where botanical
microremains- such as anatomical parts, starch grains and phytoliths - may have
been preserved.
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