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Zhuzhici Songs of Taiwan: Precursors of Modern Ethnography?

This talk discusses the relevance of Qing-era Taiwan zhuzhici (4 4 v #3#) to the
modern practice of ethnographic description. Although the majority of the over 100,000
zhuzhici that survive from the Qing period are based on the local songs and traditions of
Jiangnan, Guangdong, Beijing, and other regions of the Chinese heartland, some of the most
interesting examples of this form come from peripheral, multiethnic and multilingual areas
like Taiwan, Xinjiang, Guizhou, and Tibet. I contend that in the poems of Taiwan, in
particular, the melding of folk lyricism with descriptions of its exotic landscapes and
ethnicities anticipates some recent trends in ethnography, particularly in the use of non-
narrative modes of expression. For comparative purposes I will also examine a few haiku

written during the early years of the Japanese colonization of Taiwan.
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