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This talk will be conducted in the form of a dialogue between anthropologist I-Yi Hsieh and
historian Rebecca E. Karl. It will take up Karl's recent book and ongoing work on the
problem of method in the context of China's 1930s-1950s-1980s debates on “the economic”
as history. It focuses on the Marxist economic philosopher, translator, and social scientist
Wang Yanan T roifg and his theories of "the economy" and economic practice. The
dialogue will be primarily in Chinese (and English, when needed!). There will be plenty of

time during the session for Q & A from the audience as well.
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