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BT EERER R LG, 0 2020) 0 FH 211-225 ¢

6  HIELMEEEEREME - Bz v T TS ) (Ylife history”) B¢ " A4S
5 (“life writing”) FUSAIHTE - [EIRFT E 28RBS 7S h BEHEEC 4R L B FERY
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Self-Defined Life Story:
Zheng Lansun’s Autobiographical Writings in
Poetry Collection of Lotus Karma Studio during
the Taiping Rebellion Era

Yu Yuming*

Abstract

Current research on Chinese women’s literature during times of upheaval
primarily focuses on aspects such as the suffering roles of women during the
late Ming and late Qing dynasties, the literary portrayals of women in times
of crisis, and women’s writings on family and the state; however, studies on
women’s autobiographical writings still await attention. Intricately intertwining
Confucian ethics, Buddhist faith, and autobiographical writing, Zheng Lansun
B 4 (1814-1861) sets her autobiographical work apart from those of women
before and during her time, a distinctive case study worth further exploration.

At the fall of Yangzhou in 1853 during the Taiping Rebellion, Zheng
gave precedence to rescuing her husband’s family documents, leaving behind
her own poetry manuscripts. After the war, she wrote from memory a tenth of
her manuscripts through the process of selectivity, which would become the
first volume of Lianyin shi shici ji SE[KNZFFiA5E (Poetry Collection of Lotus
Karma Studio). From 1854 to 1860, she then composed poems that would form
the second volume; furthermore, she wrote a preface from memory that was
initially written in 1852 and a second one in 1854, a rarely seen practice, as well
as included ten quatrains at the beginning of the collection, an arrangement to
justify in advance the compilation.

Zheng utilizes a variety of genres and paratexts, blending lyricism
and narrative to portray the process of self-identity construction, crisis, and
transformation. Her self-image and self-identity changed from a “talented

® Yu Yuming, Postdoctoral Fellow and Assistant Research Fellow, Department of Chinese
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woman” "% to a traveler reborn in dire straits and finally to a genderless
Buddhist. By using a confessional narrative, she constructs the life story of her
past life as a “child serving incense before the Lotus Dais,” her then-present life
as a talented woman, and her afterlife as an “eternal servant before the Lotus
Dais.” As a result, her collection reveals a strong desire to define and establish
her own life story during the Taiping Rebellion. Furthermore, her efforts in
recording, compiling, and narrating her own life story demonstrate the potential
of women’s poetry collections as autobiographical texts.

Keywords: Zheng Lansun, talented woman, caintii, autobiographical writing, life
story, self-identity
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