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Taiwan’s perspectives of political developments in Singapore, 1955-1965
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In the 1950s, as several Southeast Asian states began the process of
decolonization during the Cold War, Taiwan pursued an active anticommunist
agenda in the region to win new allies in a diplomatic tussle with the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), and to contain the spread of communism. The KMT
government also considered itself as the representative of all overseas Chinese,
and Singapore is of particular interest as 75 per cent of its population is ethnic
Chinese. My presentation will be on the KMT’s two major concerns about
Singapore: its political developments (including communist activities and
perceived PRC influences), and the ethnic Chinese. | will examine how the
Kuomintang (KMT) government in Taiwan monitored the decolonization process
in Singapore, starting with the election of the Labour Front in 1955. | will
examine how the KMT government viewed internal politics in Singapore, the
road towards full autonomy from the British in 1959, joining Malaysia in 1963



VEER T\ EERGE 2024 5 H 22 H

and Indonesia’s response through Confrontation, and independence in August
1965.
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Jason Lim is Senior Lecturer in Asian History at the University of
Wollongong in Australia. Prior to joining academia, he worked in the National
Archives of Singapore as an assistant archivist and oral history researcher. His
research interests include Southeast Asia during the Cold War and the history of
the Chinese community in Singapore after World War 11. His works include
Linking an Asian Transregional Commerce in Tea (2010), focussing on Chinese
tea merchants in Singapore, and A Slow Ride into the Past (2013) on the rise and
collapse of the trishaw industry in Singapore. He has also published articles on
the history of the Chinese community in Singapore and Taiwan’s relationship
with Southeast Asia during the Cold War. He serves as a member of the
International Advisory Committee of the Chinese Heritage Centre at Nanyang
Technological University. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Historical
Society in 2022.



