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TAIWAN ON THE EVE OF THE XXI CENTURY:-
THE TRANSFORMATION OF SYMBOLS, RITUALS AND PREJUDICIES
Valentin Liu
Institute of Oriental Stufdies, Academy of Science, Russia

During the first decade of the XXI century, Taiwan finds itself being at
crossroads, looking for the new goals and ways of its development. While its general
goals seem to be quite obvious — to ensure national security and economic prosperity,
self-determination and resolution of the “Taiwan problem”, the ways to reach these
goals are still uncertain, and their ongoing rerouting depends on complex interactions
of various public groups, public moods and perceptions in Taiwan.

The arrival of the new century coincided with the presidential elections, the
defeat of KMT and the first ever peaceful rotation of political parties in history of
ROC, Taiwan. After president Chen led the DPP to become the ruling party, Taiwan
people were full of hopes for positive changes. They trusted in daring electoral
programs of the DPP, which promised to fight corruption, to extend international
visibility of Taiwan, to ensure social fairness, harmony and reconciliation by
implementing reforms, modernization and adherence to the “new middle way”. Yet,
this way to social harmony had proved to be much more entangled and challenging,
than the one prophesied by all the “white books”, “road maps” and promises of
president Chen and the DPP.

On the eve of the 2000 elections DPP had had to upgrade its party ideological
program to the national level program, potent to consolidate the whole Taiwan society.
This program became the official national policy just after president Chen’s first 520
inauguration. It included various activities, aimed to change the whole set of Taiwan
people’s mind, by shifting such basic social orientations as spatial and time symbols,
national symbols and institutions, by substitution of objective, historical and cultural
symbols, by “rectification of names” (Taiwanization) and transformation of collective
rituals and perceptions, including the common prejudices.

How much successful was this policy of the last 8 years? Today both scholars
and public could give their own evaluations and ratings of the DPP’s performance. It’s
obvious, that DPP managed to trigger big changes in ideological perceptions of
Taiwan people, which would have serious impact on their next young generation. Yet,
it failed to provide a kind of effective “consolidating ideology”, able to overcome the
split of “Taiwan identity” and to unify the whole Taiwan society. Moreover, it Seems
that DPP had failed to consolidate itself as the ruling party.

After the March-2008 elections Taiwan people could be offered the new set of
strategic slogans, goals and ways to achieve. Whatever it be, Taiwan needs a vital
consensus on macro-social problems, including the ethnic ones, which, in turn, would
become a corner-stone for consensus on the problem of “Taiwan identity”. With no
resolution to the problem of “Taiwan identity” it would be impossible to settle the

cross-Strait relations and the “Taiwan problem” as a whole.



