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Two Different Organizations: The Three People’s Principles Youth
Corps and the China Youth Corps

In 1952, the GMD founded another youth organization, the China Youth Corps
(CYC), which set up activity centers throughout the island for teens. Chiang Ching-
kuo led the corps during its first twenty years. The imminent threat of Communist
invasion remained a grave concern in the 1950s, and as a result the CYC led boys and
girls through intensive military drills. Along with this patriotic and military education,
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the corps also organized sports, camping, and artistic activities. Soon, the CYC
offered the best-organized, government-sanctioned recreation available on the island,
providing transportation and facilities to Taiwan’s youth at almost no cost. These
popular leisure activities truly set the CYC apart from the mundane indoctrination of
the SQT, yet the differences between the two organizations also exemplified
Important shifts in GMD attitudes about the role of students and nationalism; in
Taiwan, the GMD realized it had to establish an organization that reached out to
students in an endeavor to defend the island against imminent Communist attack,
attracting teenagers by offering fun recreational activities for them to enjoy.

In its attempts to control young people, the Guomindang Party formed the Three
People’s Principles Youth Corps (Sangingtuan or SQT) in 1938. In 1946, the SQT’s
membership peaked at 1.5 million people, just one year before it was quickly
dismantled. Although the GMD designed the organization for teenagers, a large
fraction of older people filled the membership and, significantly, occupied leadership
positions. Throughout the War of Resistance years, young people often languished at
the receiving end of directions and GMD ideological indoctrination, and many were
profoundly confused about the SQT’s fundamental purpose.
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