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Aviation to save the nation:
importing technology and cultivating talent in Republican China

After WWI, western theorists claimed that aviation (civil and military) was not just an
ordinary technology, it would lead to a social transformation. Chinese governments built up
aviation by importing technology, but also wanted to create a modern, technological
Chinese race. Foreign governments and companies were willing to cooperate on technology.
China tried to create aviation talent and an aviation culture in part by drawing on the
Overseas Chinese and in part by cultivating domestic talent. Especially important were mass
organizations like the Chinese Aviation Association and the Glider Association. These
organizations planned to both raise money and reform the people and culture °

During the War of Resistance and Civil War, China‘s aviation expanded massively.
China was successful at both drawing on foreign technology and at transforming its own
transport system. The Chinese government had less success in regulating how Chinese and
foreigners used this new technology to control Chinese space.
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