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Some Confucian junction points of philosophical and political spheres:
Past and present perspectives

Studying philosophical discourse from an empirical point of view — in this case,
in its relationship to political practices — has the advantage of enlightening a
theoretical discourse into the milieu in which it appeared. It also favours the analysis
of materials in a different more relevant way. Considering the development and force
of the Confucian philosophical ideas during Song dynasty (960-1259), allows looking
into the resonance of some concepts into the political scope and vice versa. Beyond
Zhu Xi’s (1130-1200) personal thought and experience, this paper will reconsider
major values from Premodern China’s political and philosophical environments. New
Confucianism's contemporary criticism of this orthodoxy aims to provide the basis
for China’s cultural and political reconstruction. The transversal examination of this
key social fact, based on the innovative philosophy of Mou Zongsan (1909-1995),
will also contribute to explore the questioning of the porous boundary between
theoretical knowledge and practical engagement.
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