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The China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC) and
the Future of Myanmar

Kyee Myint, member of Myanmar ISIS

Myanmar Governments have supported the P.R. China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) from the very beginning. In fact, Myanmar has no other alternatives. Myanmar shares
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the longest land border with the P.R. China.

Initially, Myanmar’s participation in the BRI did not come smoothly. Myanmar
people in general did not give support wholeheartedly. This is due to bitter experiences
Myanmar people had in their business dealings the with the Chinese business people and
companies during the time of the previous Myanmar military government.

However, Myanmar is encountering immense economic, social, and political
challenges. The continuing internal conflicts and the absence of essential infrastructure,
power shortages, and inadequate investment in education and health are constraining
immediate growth prospects. Myanmar sincerely believes that participating in the BRI
initiated by the P.R. China, would help Myanmar build infrastructure, strengthen economy
and restore peace all over the country.

The agreement for the establishment of the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor
(CMEC) reached in May 2018, and on 6 July 2018, a 15-point Memorandum of
Understanding on building the CMEC was agreed. The Corridor will run from China’s
Yunnan Province to Mandalay in central Myanmar, and then east to Yangon and west to the
Kyaukphyu Special Economic Zone (SEZ). Under the MoU, the Governments agree to
collaborate on many sectors and the Corridor will also implement the Kyaukphyu Project.

For Myanmar, China has also become the country’s largest border trade partner and
major trading partner as well as the number one investor. Most importantly, it is the key
player in Myanmar’s peace process. The mood of Myanmar people seems to become more
and more interested to work together with China for attainment of peace and development
of the country, which are the ultimate objectives of Myanmar people.
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