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Chinese Communes before Communism, 1919-1921
Shakhar Rahav, Associate Professor of Department of Asian Studies

University of Haifa, Israel

After the Great War (World War I) some Chinese radical intellectuals attempted
to construct small-scale communal organizations. In this talk I will trace the
emergence of these attempts, place them within a trans-national context, and point out
some of their characteristics. Although these attempts were short-lived I will argue
that despite the relatively small number of cases and participants the movement was
influential and contributed to the thinking of future leaders of the Chinese
Communist Party.
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