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In the late nineteenth century, Chinese reformers and revolutionaries came to believe
that there was something fundamentally wrong with the Chinese writing system. The
Chinese characters, they argued, were too cumbersome to learn, blocked the channels of
communication, hindered scientific progress, and did not meet the demands of
modernization. This talk explores the global history of Chinese script reforms from the
1890s to the 1940s. Examining the material conditions and political economy underlying
attempts to modernize scripts, Prof. Kuzuoglu argues that these reforms were at the
forefront of an emergent information age. Faced with new communications technologies
and infrastructures as well as industrial, educational, and bureaucratic pressures for
information management, reformers cast scripts as tools to increase labor efficiency and

engineer alternate political futures.
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