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' Abstract

Taoism is generally associated with scriptures and rituals that are
inter-connected. Beside the communal and largescale rituals of the type jiao
and zhai we have a vast range of exorcist (wu-shu) services. How do we
accommodate them in Taoism? By the Song period these services were labelled
Thunder rituals (wulei-fa). According to our sources in Daofa huiyuan (or
Fahai yizhu) Thunder rituals are based on an internal cultivation -that
pre-conditions the external ritual action. It results in amulets and their
application. I use textual evidence (handout) with examples of chapters 83-85
alchemy (neidan) for the operation of Thunder rituals, touching on various
themes like Anterior/Posterior Heaven or Turning Divine (bianshen), which is a

. crucial topic.

On the other hand, we notice that the range of application of ritual services
seems to diminish in later sources that show a dominance of rituals of salvation,
eventually under the cover name of Thunder rituals. I try to describe and
explain the fading out of exorcist practices that became downgraded to the



popular and extra-canonical level. The development is triggered by activities of
carly promoters of Thunder rituals like Wang Wenqging, Sa Shoujian and
somewhat later by Bai Yuchan. A good example for the tendency is the
Qingwei group of the 14™ century.
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