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Comparative Study of Chinese Hungry Ghost Festival and
Pitri Paksha Festival of India and its Buddhist and
Hindu linkages

Buddhism which emanated in India as a religion of the mind became an important

bridge between the south Asian countries through cultural exchanges of value-based
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education. Ancestor’s festival is one such phenomenon. This cultural festival of the Indian
community transgressed the India territory through Buddhism and got replanted in various
countries outside India. Veneration to the departed ancestors is not peculiar only to Indian
community but is found across cultures and nations. However, the ancestor’s festivals which
are celebrated in a few Buddhist countries (Mahayana + 3 # % as well as Theravada = 3 i
%t countries) seem to be greatly influenced from Indian cultural tradition. If we see the
history of Ancestors festival (32 L & p | Pitri Paksha) of India, we will find that these
rituals are performed since the Vadic period (& Fe pF % ) although the passage of time has

brought some necessary changes into them.

On the other hand, if we see the history of the Ancestors festivals of China, the Hungry
Ghost Festival (4%t @ 2 2 5 i & ® =~ &) is yearly celebration of China according to
Chinese lunar calendar. In this festival ceremonies and rituals performed for the departed
souls of dead ancestors. It is believed that the souls will attain peace by the rituals performed

during the fortnight.

Indian festival Pitru Paksh which is celebrated across India is also annual festival for
the departed souls. It is also fifteen day’s ceremony which is celebrated by Hindus after the

rainy retreat according to Hindu calendar.

Buddhism is divided in two major sects one is Mahayana and second one is Theravada
(% % # % Hinayana), most of Mahayana ~ 3k # #t countries celebrate this festival but there
are very few references in Theravadin countries. But if we see early Pali (® §|:%) literature,
Anguttar Nikaya speaks first on these rituals in which Buddha talks about Shraddha rituals
but in a more scientific way. However, Theravadin’ s text Petavatthu (4% %% %5 ) gives a
lot of information regarding the ancestor’ s rituals. If we believe the information of
Petavatthu (4% % ¥ % ) then we find that, this festival had already taken a good shape

during Buddha’ s time.

In my proposed talk, I will try to show a relationship of Hungry Ghost Festival with the
Indian festival (Pitri PakSha) which might have been migrated from India through Buddhism

and Hinduism in cultural exchange.
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