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This paper considers some socio-political aspects of the evolution of
Daoxue Neo-Confucianism in the Yuan and early Ming. Daoxue in Jiangnan in
the Southern Song (1127-1279) was not only a set of philosophical ideas. It
was also a social movement composed of self-identified Daoxue adherents,
with established independent networks of relationships. Hence, participation
was limited to those with connections in these networks.

This paper examines three transformations in the evolution of the Daoxue
movement after the Song. During the rise of Qubilai, the Confucian scholars at
Beijing began to draw upon Daoxue teachings and ideas. However, they
disregarded much of the social and political meaning of the movement.

By 1313, Daoxue teachings were firmly established at the court and the
curriculum of Daoxue was adopted for the civil service examinations. This
meant that participation in Daoxue was now open to anyone.

When Zhu Yuanzhang established the Ming dynasty in 1368, he sought to
recruit Daoxue members of the Jinhua area. As the court embraced Daoxue
teachings more strongly, however, the influence of the social movement of
Daoxue went into decline.



