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Politics, Violence and Publishing in the Mid-Ming Period

In late fifteenth and early sixteenth century China, a large number of published works
circulated with detailed stories of political violence at the imperial court. These included
murderous acts of imperial rage and extraordinary displays of eunuch abuses of power. The
Ming court may or may not have been more violent than that of earlier dynasties, but this
dramatic change in published narratives marks an important shift in the Chinese publishing
industry and its relationship to political culture. This lecture will be a preliminary exploration
of the causes and implications of this shift. How was the growing politically active literati
community affected by an expanding publishing industry? How was political and historical

writing affected by the growing popularity of other genres like fiction and drama?
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