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How and when did the Taiwanese become Taiwanese? This question sits at the heart of
Taiwan’s place in the world in the modern era. Much of the scholarship on Taiwanese
identity has concentrated on the social and political movements that emerged after the end
of martial law in 1987. However, the era of the Japanese occupation and the early
Retrocession marked the first important era for the emergence of Taiwanese identities.
During this period, Taiwan’s rapidly developing and expanding urban centers provided the
crucible for the creation of new identities. In these settings, especially in the northern port
city of Keelung, people with ancestral roots in southeastern China grappled with the new
institutions and circumstances established by Japanese colonial rule. They collectively
created new local, ethnic, and national identities, which were reinforced following the so-

called return to Chinese sovereignty in 1945.
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In this talk, I will discuss the process of ethnogenesis in colonial Keelung that |
examined in my book, Becoming Taiwanese: Ethnogenesis in a Colonial City, 1880s-1950s.
I will examine the native and Japanese elites who together created a local urban identity,
and will emphasize the social organizations, religious institutions and festivals, and welfare
practices through which the so-called islanders created and defended a new ethnic
consciousness against the imposition of Japanese and Chinese national identities. | will also
offer some reflections on the book and how it has influenced my subsequent research.

AP

foas2 (Evan Dawley) - % B @ < B L o f EHCE FRRE L © %
2% (Office of the Historian) - 3% £ W+ st 2 (Goucher College) ¥ & &l %
FoRIRFIHBFIRAALC (FH LR PRI &) ~RFUE - FRL
%02 RS /BRY oW g 2017 EEE AT ookye o A4 g 4 k4 o
AP RFATIMEL TAPELARAAER RO EH ) o



