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About the Conference

“Fake News” has recently emerged in the global lexicon as a central issue affecting social and
political systems around the world. Information has, of course, been manipulated by various agents since
the dawn of time. But the large questions of trust and authority in the media have dramatically erupted at
certain times in history, bringing instability and challenges to existing social and political orders.

This 2-day conference explores crises of authority in the circulation of information during three
periods in Chinese history that have seen dramatic shifts in forms of social and political media:

1. The late fifteenth and early sixteenth century of the Ming period, with the rise of printing;

2. The late nineteenth and early twentieth century of the Qing and Republican periods, with the rise
of new journalism;

3. The late twentieth and early twenty-first century, with the rise of the internet.

This conference examines the dimensions and contexts of these disruptions at these three historical
periods in China to both historicize the current media climate, and to seek for paradigms for understanding
and analyzing the issue of trust and authority in media in the context of deliberate manipulation by
various actors for political purposes. Specifically, the conference asks questions such as in what ways new
media challenge the authority of established media forms and social and political institutions, how do
established social and political institutions react to emergence of new and/or contesting media forms, and/
or how does the consumption of news and information shift among the broader reading public as a result

of these processes?

Subtopics

1. Media and Social and Political Control
2. Genres of Journalism

3. Rumors, Stories and Fiction

4. Propaganda and the Discourse of Dissent
5. New Media and Social Media
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Conference Program

Thursday, June 7, 2018
09:00—09:30 Registration
09:30—09:50 Opening Opening Remarks
Ceremony Tseng Shu-hsien Director-General, National Central
Library
Special Guest

09:50—10:40 Keynote Speech I Moderator:
Tseng Shu-hsien Director-General NCL
Speaker:
Wang Fan-sen Academician of Academia Sinica

Public Opinion in Chinese Society from the Ming
and Qing Dynasties down to Modern Times

10:40—11:00 Tea Break

11:00—11:50 Keynote Speech Il Moderator:
Tseng Shu-hsien, Director-General NCL
Speaker:

Daniela Stockmann Professor, Hertie School of
Governance, Germany

What is Fake News in the Digital Age?

11:50—13:00 Break

13:00—15:00 Session I Chaired by Lin Li-yueh, Professor Emerita, Department
Genres of of History, National Taiwan Normal University
Journalism 1. Peter B. Ditmanson Associate Research Fellow,

National Central Library

History, Politics and Publishing: the Circulation
of Notebooks (££:7) in Ming China in the Late
Fifteenth and Early Sixteenth Centuries
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15:00—15:20

15:20—17:20 Session 11

Rumors, Stories
and Fiction

. Hsieh Chung-Chih Assistant Professor, General

Education Center, Wenzao Ursuline University of
Languages
To Comprehend and Read Kezuo Xinwen

. Xie Yang Associate Researcher, Institute of History,

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

The Rumor of Ghost and Its Circulation in Late
Imperial China

. Chiu Yi-Hsuan Ph.D. Candidate, Department of

Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
Reality Effect of “Poetry-History” : Classical-
style Poetry during the Anti-Japanese War

Tea Break

Chaired by Hu Siao-chen, Director, Institute of Chinese
Literature, and Philosophy, Academia Sinica

1.

Emily Mokros Post-doctoral Researcher, UC
Berkeley

The State and the Street: Constructing
Documentary Authority in Qing China

. Chang Chi-ying Assistant Professor, Center for

General Education, National Tsing Hua University

Policy Propaganda and the Discourse of Dissent:
Opium Suppression in Shanxi Province, 1877-
1911

. Hu Chi-Jui Post-doctoral Researcher, Research

Center for Digital Humanities, National Taiwan
University

Fake News in the “Miao Rebellion” in the
Southwest China, 1860-1960

. Sun Xuliang Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History,

University of Macau

Rumors and Imagination Transplant: A Study
on Anti-Christian Incidents in the Late Ming
Dynasty
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Friday, June 8, 2018
08:30—09:00 Report in
09:00—10:30 Session II1 Chaired by Yu Miin-ling, Research Fellow, Institute of
Media and Social  Modern History, Academia Sinica
and Political 1. Wang Hung-tai Research Fellow, Institute of History
Control

10:30—10:50

10:50—12:20 Session IV

Media and Social
and Political
Control

12:20—13:30

and Philology, Academia Sinica

Sorcerer’s Heresy: Information Dissemination
and Politics in the Mid-Ming

. Chuang Sheng-chuan Adjunct Assistant Professor,

History Department, Soochow University

The Publishing and Circulation of the Taiwan
Minpao under the System of Censorship and
Agency in Japanese Colonial Taiwan(1920-1932)

. Wang Wen-lung Director, KMT History Center

The Reports Related to the Battle of Hsupeng by
the KMT and CCP Newspapers

Tea Break

Chaired by Lin Chao-chen, Director, Graduate Institute
of Journalism, National Taiwan University

1.

Tana DluhoSova Research Fellow, Oriental Institute
of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Czech Republic
Censorship and Publication Control in Early
Post-war Taiwan: Procedures and Practices

. Su Herng Professor, Department of Journalism,

National Chengchi University
Fake News: Hidden Social Reality, Biased
Message and Propaganda

. Eve Chiu Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of

Journalism & Communication Studies, FJU

Fake News in Martial Law Era Taiwan: “A Blood
Letter from Nanhai” as a Case Study

Break
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13:30—15:00 Session V

New Media and
Social Media

15:00—15:20
15:20—17:00 Round Table

17:00—17:20 Closing Ceremony

Chaired by Lin Sheng-Fen, Senior Vice Chancellor,
National Tsing Hua University

1. Wu Hsiao-mei Professor, Department of Journalism,
National Chengchi University
The Liquidity of Historical Writing of New
Media: A Case Study on the Faked Photos of May
1998 Riots of Indonesia

2. Han Li Associate Professor, History Department,
Rhodes College, USA
From Red to “Pink”: Propaganda hip-hops, New
Media and China’s Soft Power Pursuit

3. Ondiej Klime§ Director, Taipei Center, Oriental
Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Czech
Republic
Political Smear Campaigns in the Internet Era

Tea Break

Chaired by Chow Kai-wing, Professor, Department
of East Asian Languages and Cultures , University of
Ilinois at Urbana Champaign, USA
Discussant:
Chung Wei-wen Honorary Professor, College of
Communication, National Chengchi University
Ondriej Klime§ Director, Taipei Center, Oriental
Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Czech
Republic
Peter B. Ditmanson Associate Research Fellow,
National Central Library

Tseng Shu-hsien Director-General, National Central
Library

Ondrej Klime§ Director, Taipei Center, Oriental
Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Czech
Republic
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Conference Guidelines

1. Mandarin will be the primary language of the conference; English may be used in
moderation

2. Conference Participants

(1) Two minutes before the conference begins, a bell will sound. Please take your seat as quickly as
possible, so that the conference can begin on time.

(2) To avoid disturbances during the conference, please ensure that all sound-emitting electronic
devices such as cell phones are turned off.

(3) Participants wishing to speak should first seek permission from the moderator, then clearly
identify themselves by name and institution before making their comment. In the event that two
or more people wish to speak at the same time, the moderator shall decide the order of speakers.

(4) Participants wishing to ask questions may do so orally or online. Please visit http://www.sli.
do/, enter the event code fakenews in the box indicated, and click “JOIN.” After selecting the
conference title, then enter your question. Due to time limitations, questions or comments from

the floor are limited to 1 minute. The hosting institution reserves the right to read out questions.

3. Discussions

The first and second sessions will be of 120 minutes duration, and any further sessions 90 minutes.
Time limits are as follows:

Introduction and concluding remarks by the moderator: 5 minutes each; presentation of papers: 20
minutes for each participant (a bell will be rung once, 3 minutes before the end, and twice when time is
up. At each minute interval past the time limit, the bell will be rung twice more); any remaining time may

be used for open discussion.

4. Keynote Speech

(1) Introduction: 3 minutes.

(2) Presentation: 50 minutes (a bell will be rung once after 42 minutes, and twice after 45 minutes).

Please note: Conference papers are not formal publications. Please do not cite them without permission.
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History, Politics and Publishing in Mid-Ming China
RS ~ B B SRR e

Peter B. Ditmanson 4%

National Central Library
Taipei, Taiwan
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& 0 REEWZE FRESTH B " Fate and Moral Politics in Ming China ; ~ T Violence, Fate
and Moral Politics in Ming China ;  BfRBUE ~ SU{E R AR SE B Bl 1 20 Fe i, -
H Aif 1E 28 FH B [ 2 = AV IR R > I TIEEESCRT ~ K SERE IR » BURFAI I ARE Z [
HIFRRERR A 2 BT -

Abstract / 5=

The late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries in China saw a growing circulation of informal
notebooks (biji & Er ) that included comments and unsourced rumors and stories on various political
figures and events from recent history. The authors of these works were officials from various levels
of the bureaucracy, and their writings challenged the accounts found in the official records (shilu &
#% ) of the dynasty. This growing diversity of political views and broadening political expression
emerged against the backdrop of political tensions at the Ming court as the civil service contended with
the growing power of eunuchs like Liu Jin ( 1% , 1451-1510), as well as factional disputes involving
imperial affairs, such as the Great Ritual Controversy (Da liyi A & & ) of the 1520s. The comments,
stories and rumors in these notebooks generally focused upon the moral strength of the civil officials of
the dynasty, contrasted with the misdeeds of emperors and eunuchs.

The records in these notebooks were widely circulated and cited and strongly influenced perceptions
of the dynasty and its history in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The accounts were incorporated
into the various private histories that were compiled in the second half of the dynasty, beginning with
Chen Jian’s ( [ % , 1497-1557) Comprehensive Record of the August Ming (Huang Ming tongji £ HH
4 ) of 1555, and thereby came to have a lasting impact upon the historical interpretation of the Ming
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dynasty.
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Please note: Conference papers are not formal publications. Please do not cite them without permission.
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The late fifteenth and early sixteenth century saw a dramatic shift in the nature and flow of information
across the Ming empire (1368-1644). Shifts in the political winds, changes in the economic landscape and
a growing publishing industry led to an increase in the traffic of information across the empire, as well as an
emerging diversification of that information. This paper explores the emergence of “alternative” historical
accounts of the dynasty in this period, records that challenged the narratives of the dynasty.

Central to the historiographic enterprise of the Ming court was the production of the Veritable
Records, compiled for each reign. These records included a wide range of important information on the
activities, events and debates at the court. Official historiography had been a major bureaucratic enterprise
at least since Tang times, with ideals of proper historical accounting enshrined in the classics.' For this
reason, the Veritable Records had a particular sacral quality to them. They were not merely history books.
One copy was ceremoniously stored in metal boxes within the palace compound under strict regulations
laid down by the founder.” The second copy was kept in the library of the Grand Secretariat (Neige [N
4 ) , where they were stored not in the History section of the library, but in the first section, before the
Classics, in an area devoted to the writings and compilations by and about the imperial family, the third,
fourth and fifth shelves of the “Heaven” ( X ) section.’

Dynastic history and the Veritable Records were consistently presented as a kind of moral mirror or
“reflective warning” (jianjie 27, ). In 1369, the second year of the Hongwu reign, the court at Nanjing
received the Veritable Records of the Yuan court, which had been rescued by the scholar Wei Su ( /&
Z 1303-1372) and others shortly after the fall of Dadu ( X&), modern Beijing) in September of 1368.
The records from the reigns of the first thirteen Yuan emperors were included. The official record of the
last Mongol emperor, Toghon Temiir (Shundi JIH 7 , r. 1333-1368), was not yet written, as he was still
alive, having fled north before the invasion of the capital. That year, the Hongwu emperor ordered the
compilation of the Yuan dynastic history from these records.”

The Hongwu emperor saw himself self-consciously within the context of the succession of emperors
through Chinese history. He understood himself as making history, just as his predecessors did, and he
clearly saw the composition of an official court history as part of the process of moral rulership itself.
The founder had initiated the process of compiling the history of his own reign well before the dynasty
itself was founded. In 1364, the year that he established his semi-independence from the Yuan dynasty
as the Prince of Wu (Wuwang = T ), he established the post of the court diarist (gijuzhu 2 J& ¥ ), to

1 See Denis Twitchett, The Writing of Official History under the T’ang (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992). See
also, Yang Lien-sheng, “The Organization of Chinese Official Historiography: Principles and Methods of the Standard
Histories from the T’ang to the Ming,” in Historians of China and Japan, edited by W.G. Beasley and E. G. Pulleyblank.
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961), pp. 44-59.

2 Franke, “The Veritable Records of the Ming Dynasty,” pp. 72-3.

3 Yang Shiqi #5113, Wenyuange shumu SCR{FEZ H |, Sikuquanshu digital edition, 1.11a-b. This library was organised
on the basis of the traditional Chinese categories of Classics (jing 4% ), Histories (shi 52 ), Specialist Schools (zi ), and
Literary Collections (ji ££). The Wenyuange library preceded these categories with a special category called “Dynastic”
(Guochao [B#H ), and at the end included several miscellaneous categories.

4 Da Ming Taizu Gaohuangdi shilu KEAXKIHE £ E$% , juan 39, entry for the bingyin N8 day of the second month of the
second year of the Hongwu reign, (9 March, 1369).
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which important members of his retinue were assigned in the ensuing years.” In these ways, the Hongwu
acknowledged that the legitimacy of his reign depended on accurate historical records as a key element in
the moral framework of his authority.

While the history of the realm lay within the Veritable Records, in the early years of the dynasty, court
officials occasionally composed their own private historical accounts of the dynasty. One of the earliest
of these was the Record of the Sagely Governance of the Hongwu Emperor ( tiXEEFED ), compiled in
1375 by the leading court scholar, Song Lian ( 4§ , 1310-81). This short work was composed of Song’s
personal anecdotes of the emperor’s words and deeds. As such, it was the first private reflection on events
at the Ming court. We know little about the circulation of Song’s work. It appears that it was initially not
published, and by the late fifteenth century, there were those who believed that the work was lost.’

The preface extolled the Hongwu emperor for his achievements in establishing political order and

the renewing the cultural and social order of the realm. Song declared

We officials have been placed in the Hanlin Academy responsibility over the written word. We
have personally seen the abundant virtue of the great enterprise [of the emperor], daily renewed
and shining like the moon. Hence, my assistants and | made a plan to gather together [records
of] the essentials of his governance and compile them into a book. Arranged in two volumes and
seven topics with a number of items, we have called it The Record of the Sagely Governance of the
Hongwu Reign. And so, under Heaven’s lofty brilliance, all things are covered. Upon Earth’s broad
heft, all things are supported. And when the Sage takes his role, all things are delighted together.
Therefore, the golden commands that were promulgated, the jade regulations that were set forth are
here recorded on paper, and carved in jade, and transmitted to the sagely sons and divine grandsons,

so that they may prevail forever with Heaven and Earth.’

ELRALsA AR DO Rl - BB IERSE - BT HE - WEREEH L AREESE - #E
pE 0 VIR ETE - EBEE TR “E (RREEGED) - AMKZEHT - SYEAE
o M2 @EL - EYHEARS - EAZIED - BYIBERERS - BULERZMH - ZRZ5)
FZINEE o ZZRBEBL » R EE TR E o R RS

First, Song Lian indicated that this was an initiative of his own, along with those who served under
him. Second, however, Song made it clear that this compilation here was intended to remain as a court
document, to be transmitted to Hongwu’s progeny, the future emperors of the dynasty. In the catalog of
the library of the Grand Secretariat, the Wenyuange shumulu ( S5 B & H $% ) , the work was listed

among other court documents, including imperial pronouncements, biographies and other materials.®

5  Da Ming Taizu Gaohuangdi shilu KB KIH S B75 & 8% , juan 14, entry for the dingmao T U[l day of the first month of the
Jjiazhen HJZ year, (5 February, 1364). On the history of the position of the court diarist, see Denis Twitchett, The Writing of
Official History under the T’ang, 7-9. See also, Xie Gui’an, Mingshilu yanjiu, pp. 14-17.

6  Xu Zhenxing V¥R, “Sikuquanshu zongmu Hongwu shengzheng ji tiaokaowu (VUFEEHEH) ° CHEEEEGD) ‘5%
R )" Journal of Ancient Books Collation and Studies (i FEFEEHZZELT]) > 2006.3 no. 2, 38-9

7  Song Liang, Hongwu shengzheng ji, pref. Guochao diangu edition. Guoxuel23.com (http://www.guoxue123.com/other/gcdg/
gcdg/013.htm) accessed 4/27/2018

8  Yang Shiqi 1%+ & , Wenyuange shumulu SZ5{ 82 B $% , Sikuquanshu electronic edition. (Chinese University of Hong



I ARG  BIDARE RIS R ) BRI
20 Manipulating the Media: News and “Fake News” in China since Early Modern Times

There was very little private writing on the imperial court that circulated afterward. 68 years after
Song Lian’s work, in 1443, the grand secretary Yang Shiqi compiled a similar record, the Record of
Imperial Pronouncements of Three Reigns (Sanchao shengyu lu = % B2 & % ), with anecdotes of the
three previous emperors under which he served: Yongle 7k 2% (r.1402-24), Hongxi #:EE (r.1424-5), and
Xuande E {8 (r. 1425-1435).” Yang was then a senior statesman advising the Zhengtong emperor 1E4% (r.
1435-49), who, at sixteen, had only just begun to manage his court."

The Record of Imperial Pronouncements of Three Reigns appeared at a crucial juncture in the politics
of the court. The grand empress dowager, Lady Zhang (1379-1442), grandmother of the Zhengtong
emperor, had died the previous year, after presiding over a regency of three civil officials—Yang Shiqj,
Yang Rong 152% (1371-1440), and Yang Pu #5578 (1372-1446)—along with three members of the eunuch
staff. Among the latter group, Wang Zhen F# (d. 1449), the director of ceremonial (silijian 515 % ),
was emerging as one of the most powerful figures at court."

At age 78 and with many of his older colleagues gone, Yang produced this work with a clear concern
for the stability of the court, and the anecdotes he selected focused upon personal interactions, the
kindnesses and warm bonds between the emperors and the civil officials around them. Yang’s message
and goals were clear: to emphasize a legacy of predominance of civil officials at court and to stress the
primacy of their relationship to the ruler.

Unlike Song Lian, Yang Shiqi did not intend his work solely for an imperial audience (although he
certainly would have brought it to the attention of the Zhengtong emperor). Rather, it appears to have
been aimed more broadly at the literati community. He compared the work to Song dynasty works like
the Record of Memorials on Affairs (Zoushi lu Z=25§% ) or the Debates on [the Prince] of Pu (Pu yi F£:%),
by Ouyang Xiu (1007-72) or the Records by Hand (Shoulu F-§% ) by Sima Guang (1019-86), works that,
as Yang explained, “recorded the interactions between ruler and ministers at that time, comprehensively

and in detail, such that they reflect an era of a brilliant and capable match between them.”"

Yang included
his record in his published works, Dongliwenji, which was first published in 1443.

While we know very little about the circulation of information in the early Ming, as the above
discussion indicates, the spread of news and records of the dynasty was both limited and largely
monolithic. Figures such as Song Lian, Yang Shiqi, Yang Rong and Jin Youzi served largely as the
mouthpieces for an imperial viewpoint. And in their independent writings, they served largely the same
function—promoting the sagely virtue of the ruler and his predecessors. By the mid-fifteenth century,

however, a range of factors began to cause this.

Kong and Digital Heritage, Ltd., 2007).

9 Yang Shiqi, Dongli wenji B E 4 . Edited by Liu Bohan ZI{{’# and Zhu Hai 4% . Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1998, 387-
415. The preface is on pp. 387-8.

10 On this work, see my “Fashioning the Imperial Legacy: Yang Shiqi and the Record of Imperial Pronouncements,” Ming
China: Courts and Contacts, 1400-1450, edited by Craig Clunas, Jessica Harrison-Hall and Luk Yu-ping, London: The British
Museum, 2016, 94-8.

11 On the court dynamics, see Denis Twitchett and Tilemann Grimm, “The Cheng-t’'ung, Ching-t’ai and T’ien-shun Reigns,
1436-1464,” Cambridge History of China, edited by Frederick W. Mote and Denis Twitchett, Vol. 7, “The Ming Dynasty,”
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998), 305-9.

12 Yang Shiqi, Dongli wenji 383745 . Edited by Liu Bohan £/{4i and Zhu Hai 2875 . Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1998, 387-8.
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Political Turmoil

The Ming dynasty was a period of frequent political instability. The empire enjoyed a brief period of
relative calm after the death of Yongle, mostly during the reign of his grandson, the Xuande Emperor ( &
% , 1. 1425-1435). Disruption returned when Xuande died, leaving the throne to his eight-year-old son,
the Yingzong Emperor F£5% | in his Zhengtong reign ( [E47% , 1. 1436-49,). Among the Ming founder’s
elaborate Ancestral Instructions (Zuxunlu {HE/[$% ), there were no instructions for the succession of a
minor. The uneasy coalition of civil officials, eunuchs and military men became unstable after the death
of Empress Dowager Zhang in 1442. The young emperor vacillated in his attentions between the advice
of his civil officials and that of his growing eunuch staft, most notably Wang Zhen.

Disaster struck in 1449, when the Zhengtong Emperor was captured by the Oirat Mongols at Tumu
+7K, while personally leading an ill-advised military campaign against them. After the court hastily
installed the emperor’s younger half-brother as the Jingtai Emperor ( 5% , r. 1450-7), a subsequent crisis
emerged when the Mongols released their captive, and Zhengtong returned to find his brother unwilling
to relinquish the throne. This crisis was only resolved when Jingtai fell ill and a minor coup restored
Zhengtong to the throne under the new reign name of Tianshun."

The court was subsequently wracked with further disruption when the eunuch Liu Jin [ (d.1510)
rose to a dominant position at court, from which he controlled court policies and violently forced civil
officials into submission. And then in 1520, the erratic and impulsive Zhengde Emperor ( IE{Z , r. 1505-
22) died suddenly without an heir, launching a renewed succession crisis. Zhengde’s cousin was brought
in and placed on the throne as the Jiajing Emperor ( 5215 , r. 1522-66). However, Jiajing very quickly
sparked new controversy by defying his grand secretaries and refusing to accept the proposed adoption
ritual by which he would be recognized as Zhengde’s brother, acknowledging Zhengde’s father, the
former Hongzhi Emperor ( 5A7& , 1. 1488-1505), as his own father, which would legitimate his succession.
Jiajing chose instead to elevate his own father posthumously as an emperor. For the first several years
of the Jiajing reign, the “Great Ritual Controversy” (Daliyi K 15 i#% ) drew a sharp divide between the
emperor and the higher echelons of his civil bureaucracy, and caused severe rancor and divided opinion

. 14
among officials and scholars across the realm.

Notebooks biji of High Officials

As the political environment of the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries became increasingly
charged, notebooks by high officials and those with access to the inner workings of the court began to
circulate. These informal writings included detailed anecdotes about events and personalities at court,
with the authority of an “insider’s view.” As Philip de Heer pointed out in his study of the Zhengtong,

Jingtai, and Tianshun courts, a wave of these writings were sparked by scholars who wanted to offer their

13 On the crisis of succession after the Tumu debacle, see Ph. de Heer, The Care-Taker Emperor: Aspects of the Imperial
Institution in Fifteenth-Century China as Reflected in the Political History of the Reign of Chu Ch'i-yii. (Leiden: Brill, 1986).

14 On the Great Ritual Controversy, see Fisher, The Chosen One: Succession and Adoption in the Court of Ming Shizong, (Sydney:
Allen and Unwin, 1990).
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own version of events about these tumultuous years, especially as the contentious Veritable Records of the
Yingzong reign were compiled in 1467."

One of the most striking elements of these notebook writings, however, was that they included
several accounts critical of the Ming imperial line itself. Criticism of the Jingtai Emperor was widespread,
conforming the official narrative that his reign had been largely illegitimate. Jingtai had been granted
no Veritable Records himself, and the events of his reign had been inserted within the Veritable Records
of Yingzong as an appendix under the title of “Appendix of the Deposed Emperor, the Criminal Prince
Cheng” (Feidi Chengliwang fulu 575 5= EM$% ) inserted in the middle.'® It is therefore not surprising
that we find writings that offered direct criticism of Jingtai’s moral failings. What is surprising is the
emergence, for the first time in the Ming, of writings that were directly critical of the two foundational
imperial figures, the Hongwu and Yongle emperors.

One of the most significant of this new generation of writings was the Daily Record of the Tianshun
Reign, attributed to the senior grand secretary Li Xian ( &2 , 1408-66, js 1433). Entering the civil
service in 1433, Li began his career two years before the tumultuous Yingzong reign began, and he
outlived his emperor by two more years. A canny statesman, he emerged as the most prominent figure at
court in the last several years of Yingzong’s reign. During these later years, Li had played a vital role in
shaping the voice of the court, in his last years serving as one of the supervisors of the compilation of the
Veritable Records of the Yingzong reign.

The Daily Record of the Tianshun Reign was not precisely a diary but rather a collection of anecdotes and
observations. Like others in the notebook genre, this title suggested casual, unpolished and candid writing. Li
Xian compiled the Daily Record during his lifetime, probably before 1464, and the work is mentioned in his
funerary inscription.'” The Daily Record first appeared in the author’s collected works, Gurang wenji ( t5FESZ
££ ), published by his son-in-law, Cheng Minzheng FZEL (1445-99) shortly after Li’s death.

Much of the Daily Record is concerned with events from the Tianshun reign, and, not surprisingly,
many of the entries present Li Xian in a favorable light. In these accounts, the emperor listens carefully
as Li dispenses moral advice. In one entry, for example, Li talked the emperor out of forcing one of his

half-brother’s consorts to follow him to the grave:

At the beginning of the Tianshun reign, as Prince Cheng was to be buried, His Highness wanted to
command Consort Wang to accompany him to the grave. Xian accordingly memorialized, saying,
“Although Consort Wang was established as an empress, she was then abandoned and isolated
[when the Jingtai Emperor replaced her]. Fortunately, she has two daughters with whom to pass her
days. If you order her to accompany [the dead emperor], then her feelings will be unendurable, not
mention her two daughters, who will be even more pitiable.” His Highness said compassionately,

15 Ph. De Heer, 137-67.

16  Da Ming Yingzong ruihuangdi shilu KIHULSEE B E % , juan 183-273. These chapters are titled as Feidi Cheng liwang
Sfulu, juan 1 to 91. See also Xie Gui’an, Mingshilu yanjiu, 44-50.

17  Wu Zhenhan %24%% points out that the work was probably completed during the Yingzong reign, as it refers to him as “his
highness™ (shang 1), rather than using his posthumous title. See ZIRE > (H(CPEERAMBESE 2 EEEHT) > (CRIE)
2002 ££ 6 Hf v 1-21. Li Xian’s funerary inscription, compiled by his son-in-law, Cheng Minzheng, is found in the latter’s
collected works, Huangdun wenji B 3C 5 , Sikuquanshu digital edition, 40.23a.
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“what my minister says is true. I had felt that my brother’s wife was too young and that it would

therefore not be suitable to keep her in the palace. But I had not thought about her role as a mother.”

KIEw) - ELAREESE » SSELIIZE - BRZH © TECHT &G - AIEREEWME - 2B
LR - ESWEE > HIAIE o AR > LR -, EHIZRE - TSR o BRBARER
fwED  AEGFEN - WA ERFZd o, °

In entries like this one, we see a shift in the narrative style of palace reportage. Whereas earlier figures
like Song Lian and Yang Shiqi had always written anecdotes focused upon imperial virtue and authority,
Li now wrote court stories that highlighted his own important role as the moral compass of the court.

Not surprisingly, Li Xian reserved harsh criticism for the eunuch Wang Zhen, who had dominated the
court for much of the Zhengtong reign years. While the official Veritable Records of the Yingzong reign
were critical of Wang’s role, the Daily Record offered particularly vivid accounts of his misdeeds. In one
particularly notable example, Li Xian recorded the execution of Liu Qiu £IEkK (1392-1443, js 1421), an
official known for his outspoken criticism of Wang Zhen. The Veritable Records merely note that Wang
Zhen died in prison."” The Daily Record reported that Wang Zhen had ordered his grim execution:

[Wang] was enraged, and deployed his lackey, Commander Ma Xun of the Imperial Body Guard,
ordering him to drag [Li Qiu] into the court. Qiu did not know what to think, but when his
punishment became apparent, he merely said, “when I die, I will report to Taizu and Taizong.” His
four limbs were severed from his body. From this point on, no one was able to speak up. Qiu’s
spirit lingered on the roof, recounting [Ma] Xun’s crimes, making Xun rather uneasy. So he ordered
monks to chant scriptures to send him on.”

[E1%8 DSRRETEERIR R - LSRR ERTEE © BRARIATES - RAER © T3E
FEARH ~ AR - ) BSEHEAG - BEASIARES - BRSUNTET > BIHZ3E > IHEEAZ > a3
SOMAMEEEZ -

The official Veritable Records included no such description of Liu Qiu’s torture and execution, only a
brief mention, followed by his last memorial to the emperor..

While most of the entries focused on the Tianshun reign, the account also interspersed stories from
the earlier reigns. Here the Daily Record went beyond the experiences of Li Xian’s own time at court,
though he did not indicate sources. Particularly noteworthy were a few anecdotes about the Hongwu and

Yongle emperors. For example:

The August One also found it difficult to accept remonstrance. There was a Hanlin compiler named
Zhang who could speak directly. When [the emperor] couldn’t tolerate it, he demoted him to a post
as an instructor in Puzhou in Shanxi. When an array of congratulatory submission came in, the

August One read them and recognized his name. He saw that he wrote, “The realm has the Way,”

18 Li Xian, Tianshun rilu. Guochao diangu edition. Guoxuel23.com (http://www.guoxuel23.com/other/gedg/gcdg/052.htm)
Accessed, 4/47/2018.

19 BHYESEE SN E S, juan 105. Entry for the dinghai ] 2% day of the 6" month of the 8" year of Zhengtong (6/30/1443) °

20 Li Xian, Tianshun rilu.
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and also “Ten-thousand years unbounded.” He lost his temper, saying, “This old guy responds by
slandering me with two words meaning “thief!” He was suspicious of [Zhang], and so he sent people
to apprehend him and bring him in. When he was presented, [the Emperor] said, “I’m sending you to
the court for questioning. What do you have to say?” Zhang said, “I only have one thing to say, and
after I say it, I can die. Your Highness gave an order that when congratulations are given, invention is
not permitted. It must come from the Classics. When I said, ‘The realm has the Way,” I was citing a
quote from the former sage, Confucius. When I said, ‘Ten-thousand years unbounded,’ that was from
the Book of Odes, wherein an official blesses his lord with full emotion. The slander for which I have
been accused, is no more than that.” Hearing his explanation, after a long time, [the Emperor] said,
“This old guy still is good with words.” And then he released him without further questioning. Those

. . . . 21
around said, “after several years have passed, the only one to receive lenience has been this man!”
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The ostensible topic of the anecdote was Taizu’s reluctance to accept criticism, introduced in the first line.
However, that was not the significant element of the story. The main point was that the Hongwu Emperor was
dangerously suspicious and ignorant of the classical references presented to him. The emperor’s fury was
contrasted with the bravery and calm of the official before him. And the final comment by those watching the
exchange indicated that persecutions were the norm, and the mercy shown here was a one-time exception.

Although the criticism of Hongwu here was mild (compared to later stories), this appears to be
one of the earliest widely-circulating accounts that put the emperor in a negative light. There had been
critical memorials during his reign, but these had been largely omitted from the Veritable Records.”” More
importantly, as we will see, this was the first of a series of anecdotes to emerge that described what would
later be called a “literary inquisition” (wenziyu SZ 55k ), under the Hongwu Emperor.

The Daily Record included far more critical stories of the Yongle Emperor, particularly his treatment
of the loyalists who served his nephew, the Jianwen Emperor, whom Yongle deposed. Here we have the
earliest extant story of Fang Xiaoru’s famous stand-off against Yongle. According to the 1431 Veritable
Records of the Yongle reign, a whimpering Fang was brought before the emperor, who berated him and
blamed him and others in the Jianwen court for bringing about the young emperor’s death and the burning

of the palace.” The Daily Record, however, told a far different story. Here, Yongle specifically summoned

21 Li Xian, Tianshun rilu.

22 On critical remonstrance during the Hongwu reign, see my “ (4% f /Y 38 /8 55 5% ~(Moral remonstrance in the Hongwu
reign),” in BAKTHAY GBI & R L E B8 (Ming Taizu’s administrative ideas and practice). Edited by Chu Hung-lam, Hong
Kong: Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2010, 63-93.

23 KREHRSESLEREESE, juan 9b. Entry for the vichou Z4F day of the 6™ month of the 4™ year of the Jianwen reign (7/13/1402).
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Fang from prison, demanding that he draft the edict announcing Yongle’s ascent to the throne:

The Cultured One (Yongle) ordered him to draft the edict. [Fang] was mournful and cried loudly
and said, “what could I write?” [Yongle] ordered those around to cease his crying and give him the
brush. He threw it to the ground and said, “If I die, that’s it. I won’t draft the edict!” The Cultured

One flew into a great rage and had him punished with slow-slicing, and then had his clan destroyed.**

SRR RS o JYBRRORH ¢ TR R 7 L U Eiﬁﬁﬁ”” RLlE - Bzt -5 TR
SEIME » A AT » ) SRR > DU Z ]2 » xRk -

Here again, the steadfast position of the official is contrasted with the ineffective rage of the emperor.
Unlike the Veritable Records version in which Yongle was presented as the ultimate authority, here the
ruler sought out Fang, hoping that the scholar’s integrity would lend legitimacy to his usurpation. The
intensity of the punishment was also notable in Li’s description. The Veritable Record of the Yongle

reign had laconically recorded the execution of Fang and the others “in the market.””

The punishment of
slow-slicing was a punishment rarely mentioned in the Veritable Records and only as a prescription, not
as an actual event. In the Hongwu reign, it was mentioned twice: once in Li Shanchang’s descriptions of
cruelty under the Yuan, and once in an order by the Hongwu emperor against those “whose minds harbor
evil insubordination or speak words that are contrary to the Way.” (/&4 » HAE Y =% ). In
the Veritable Records of the Yongle reign, it was only mentioned once, as a declaration of punishment for
anyone who submits false accusations against ten or more people ( Fhes 1 ALL E#).” In short, the
records tell us very little about the implementation of slow-slicing as a gruesome punishment. But one
thing is clear: up until Li Xian’s time, its occurrence had rarely been noted in the historical records.

Li Xian included one more stunning entry on the Yongle usurpation, describing the career and death
of Tie Xuan §##% (1366-1402), the vice-commissioner in the provincial administration commission ( 7fi
B E] 25 B ) of Shandong who led the efforts to hold the provincial capital of Jinan % [ against the
onslaught of the Prince of Yan’s forces. Tie Xuan was from Dengzhou &}}| in Henan as was Li Xian. Li
described Tie Xuan as a highly influential figure who was a favorite of the Hongwu Emperor. He did not,
however, appear in the Veritable Records of the Hongwu reign, and was only mentioned once in passing
in the Veritable Records of the Yongle reign.”* The Daily Record then described Tie’s skills in defending
Jinan, delivering humiliations to the Prince of Yan. Once Yongle attained the throne, he took revenge:

After crossing the river [to enter Nanjing] and ascending the throne, [ Yongle] captured him by a ruse
and had him brought in. [Tie’s] words were upright and he would not submit. He was commanded
to reconsider, but in the end he would not. His ears and nose were cut off, but still he would not. As

24 Li Xian, Tianshun rilu.

25  KBH KB T & ## , juan 9b. Entry for the dingchou | 1l day of the 6™ month of the 4" year of the Jianwen reign
(7/25/1402).

26 KEHKIHEETFESE, juan 44. Entry for the guiyou 3575 day of the 8" month of the 2" year of the Hongwu reign (9/12/1369);
juan 74. Entry for the dingchou ] H: day of the 6th month of the 5th year of the Hongwu reign (7/2/1372).

27  KEHKRSESTEREE#% , juan 17. Entry for the renzi -7 day of the 2" month of the 1st year of the Yongle reign (2/25/1403).

28 HHASESCETFE S, juan 11. Entry for the renzi -7~ day of the 8" month of the 35" year of Hongwu (4" year of Jianwen)
(8/29/1402)
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his body was destroyed and he was approaching death, he scolded [Yongle] till the end. People later

held that, of those whose martyred loyalty was unshakeable, there was only Xuan.”

FOBITEAL - FEtHgE > B E » SH—B > &A9E - EHESIAE > oHe - =
SEEEE - REEIA a5 > i — AiE -

Here again, we see graphic descriptions of violence rarely seen in Chinese historiography, and virtually
never in reference to the ruling house.

How are we to interpret these entries in Li Xian’s Daily Records of the Tianshun Reign? From the
establishment of the Tianshun reign in 1457, until Li’s death in 1467, he was one of the most powerful
officials in the empire. His son-in-law, Cheng Minzheng, who oversaw the publication of Li’s writings
shortly after his death, also served prominently at court. Like Li, Cheng held a prestigious post as one
of the compilers of the Veritable Records of Yingzong, and he claimed strong credentials as a historian,
having edited and re-collated important historiographical works on the Song and Yuan dynasties.”

One of the challenges of this work, and many others of its kind from this period, is that it included no
preface, no explanation for the author’s motives or for how it should be read. Should these entries be read
literally? Li offered no sources or paper trail for his claims, making it difficult to assess their veracity.
There are presented in an authoritative voice, without the eyewitness narrative details (I saw..., Someone
told me...., etc.) While they cannot be pronounced as false, there is also no basis under which to affirm
them as true either. For many readers, both in the Ming and now, reports of Liu Qiu’s ghost lingering on
the roof would be grounds for some skepticism. Historians of the caliber of Li Xian and Cheng Minzheng
would not and did not insert such stories into official documents like the Veritable Records. Nor did they
include salacious descriptions of violence.

It is clear that Li Xian and his compiler Cheng Minzheng regarded the notebook, biji, as a
particularly suited venue for this kind of story. The casual, fragmentary nature of these entries were meant
to be taken in by the reader on a casual, fragmentary basis. Unlike the Veritable Records or other formal
historical work, the casual genre of the biji did not make a particular assertion of truth. And similarly, the
fragmented entries did not coalesce to form an explicit argument or call to action.

These points notwithstanding, there was an underlying pattern to the entries in the Daily Record of
the Tianshun Reign. These were all anecdotes that portrayed the moral authority of civil officials and
affirmed the significance of remonstrance. While there were plenty of anecdotes that praised the rulers
of the dynasty, those outlined above pointed to the limits of imperial judgment and imperial vision. The
underlying claim was clear: Emperors needed to reign in their eunuchs and their body-guards and their
own impetuous inclinations; instead they should listen to and value the advice of their civil officials. On
the other hand, these stories did not valorize the civil service as a whole. In these anecdotes there were
clear indications of factional strife, disingenuousness and cowardice among the bureaucracy. The stories,
then, were about the heroes and paragons of officialdom whose moral authority was the basis upon which

the legitimacy of the dynasty rested.

29 Li Xian, Tianshun rilu.
30 For Cheng Minzheng’s biography, see Huizhou fuzhi /MR , 1502 edition.
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Spreading Stories

As indicated before, we know little about the circulation of the Daily Record, other than its original
publication as part of Li Xian’s collected works. At some later date, it seems that it circulated on its own.
Over time, it came to be widely cited, and the items included were retold in with greater color and detail.
It is difficult to measure or assess how wide this circulation was. It was certainly read by other officials
within the central administration. And over time, it also circulated among those who travelled in the
metropolitan areas—Beijing, Nanjing, Suzhou etc.

Even more significant than its circulation, however, was that the Daily Record seems to have opened
the door for other writers to follow suit. Li Xian’s high status had given some indication of the allowable
range of narratives that could challenge the official historiography of the court. Like Li Xian, these
writers made significant use of the ambiguities of the biji genre. And they also stuck closely to story-
lines that resembled those of the Daily Record. In particular, the end of the fifteenth century and the early
sixteenth century saw the profusion of stories about the “literary inquisition” of the Hongwu reign, the
mistreatment of the Jianwen loyalists, and the excesses of court eunuchs and the imperial body-guard.

A good illustration of the proliferation of biji from this period can be found in the bibliography of the
Random Chats under a Solitary Tree, Gushu poutan JIf51535€ , a work from the mid-sixteenth century
that drew upon a wide range of biji:

Sources listed in the Gushou poutan (in the order listed)®
BEpGe OfRRERGED) AR (1310-81)

S LeHH (1461-1527)

PHAR B FE (1431-1511, js 1454)
K HE TERS (1420-74, js 1445)
SR (TVIREHIER ) RIS (1447-1501, js 1481)
FRIEE A (1490-1566, js 1521)
JGHEs% E4hFL 1367-1431, js 1400)

ERAEAE (BREFER)

EEERERC

(A F% (1474-1536, js 1493)
FHI (1459-1532, js 1484)

BEARTBRE% TEFFF (1327-90)
NENEERIEESS S =M (1389-1477)
CAREE F44 (1433-1499)

ELOsE (EEEE) Z2{E (s 1511)

EL YR (1427-1509)
EERE FE£ (1450-1524, js 1475)
IREEsk COR7ER) 25~ (1409-69, js 1436)
KM H $5% A28 (1408-67, js 1432)

31 Gushu poutan, Taiwan National Central Library undated Ming blockprint edition, Mulu, 1a-2b.



I ARG  BIDARE RIS R ) BRI
Manipulating the Media: News and “Fake News” in China since Early Modern Times

HfEEe% A8 (js 1442)

BHEPE BIE > (1409-69, js 1436)
RG2S LEF (1365-1444)

AR S (1436-97, js 1466)

KFANEER Anonymous?

R ARH5 (1447, 1516, js 1464)
PEOBARESRSE  EERK 8% Vg (n.d.)

UETE %7 (nd.)

BEOE FEEUEL (1446-99, js 1466)

FETEEE (FETRACHS ) S (nd)

This was only a partial list of the works in circulation during mid-Ming.

Hongwu’s Literary Inquisition

In the decades that followed the publication of Li Xian’s Daily Record of the Tianshun Reign,
numerous biji accounts emerged that followed the same pattern: scholars, officials and others offering
messages or congratulations that were misinterpreted by the Hongwu emperor, after which they suffered
persecution. The famous Qing historian Zhao Yi ( #4%2 1727- 1814) recorded many of these anecdotes in
his writings and condemned the emperor for his violent ignorance.” In the twentieth century, Gu Jiegang
A & [ (and translated by L. Carrington Goodrich) wrote a lengthy article on the subject.”* And more
recently, the late Hok-lam Chan challenged the veracity of most of these accounts.” These stories are too
numerous to discuss comprehensively here. A few examples will suffice.

In his miscellany, Jiansheng yewen 5557 , the scholar Xu Zhenqing ( £R1H Il 1479-1511),
Hanlin academician and vice-minister in the Court of Judicial Review ( KEEZF ), recorded an incident in
which the Hongwu Emperor took offence at a school instructor:

Taizu was overly suspicious, worrying that people might insult hm. The instructor of Confucian
Studies in Hangzhou, Xu Yikui, once submitted a congratulatory note to the emperor. In it he used
the phrases, “Beneath the resplendent sky,” and also “A sage has been born to set a pattern for the
country.” Upon seeing the memorial, Taizu was outraged. He growled: “How dare a pedantic
scholar bully me thus! Sheng (giving birth) stands for seng (monk); he inferred that I was a monk.
Guang (resplendent) means bald, and ze (pattern) is close to zei (thief). [Xu was arrested] for
being disrespectful and the emperor ordered to have him beheaded. The officials from the Ministry

of Rites were terrified. They therefore begged the emperor: “we ignorant fools did not know the

32 The Kyoto National Library lists the author of this work as Zhang Fu 5% , from Cixi County 28%% in Zhejiang, with 1526
Jjinshi %+ degree. See http://kanji.zinbun kyoto-u.ac.jp/db-machine/ShikoTeiyo/0267303.html, accessed 11/7/17.

33 Zhao Yi, Nianer shi zhaji T 52 %i=C , (Shanghai: Guji chubanshe, 2011), juan 32.

34 Ku Chieh-Kang and L. Carrington Goodrich, “A Study of Literary Persecution During the Ming,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic
Studies, 3:3-4 (Dec., 1938), pp. 254-311.

35 Hok-lam Chan, “Ming T’ai-tsu’s Manipulation of Letters: Myth and Reality of Literary Persecution,” Journal of Asian
History, 29:1 (1995), 1-60.
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taboo; please bestow on us the form of a memorial so that we could forever follow it properly.” The

emperor thus personally composed a [model] essay to be distributed to the realm.*
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Thus, this anecdote followed a similar line to that presented in the Daily Record, wherein the Hongwu
Emperor misunderstood the letter presented to him, and the well-intentioned official nearly lost his life.

Another such anecdote was recorded by the scholar Huang Pu &% (1411-?), who served as the
surveillance commissioner ( % %2 {# ) for Guangdong province. The abridged version of his Jianzhong
jingo lu (55 H#%HEF0 ), includes a story that was to explain the basis for the Hongwu Emperor’s
suspicions regarding the writings of his officials.

Jiang Jinggao was from Xiangshan and he was a scholar from the Yuan period. After the dynastic
transition, he took a position as an instructor in his own county. But because he made mistakes in his
letters and forms [sent to the throne], he was taken to the capital and executed in the market. These
disasters originated with the talk by those around [the emperor]. Previously, in the jiazi year (1384),
the civil service examinations were opened up to recruit scholars, conveying the priority placed on
civil governance. The meritorious officials [who had helped establish the dynasty] were unhappy
with this. His Highness explained, saying, “In times of chaos, one employs military talent. To
govern, it is best to use civil talent. There is no favoritism here.” The meritorious officials said, “That
is certainly so, but these people are good at mockery.” At first, one is not aware of this. In the case
of Zhang Jiusi, he paid respect to civil scholars, asking them to give him a name. They named him
“Shicheng.” His Highness said, “that name is very good!” But they explained, “The Mencius has
the line, ‘the man is truly petty,” but how could he have known this.” Because of this, His Highness
scrutinized the letters and forms submitted to him, and that is why these disasters arose.

s RIDA > JTTRERL - WIHER ARG > ERE AR © it - R
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This legend of the Hongwu Emperor’s early rival, Zhang Shicheng ( 5E1:5§ 1321-67) circulated among
these mid-Ming biji entries, but there was no earlier source for this story. The anecdote cast the emperor’s
prosecutions of such cases as such a wide-spread phenomenon that it required an explanation.

While a large number of these biji accounts came from the writings of high ranking officials like Li

36 Cited and translated by Hok-lam Chan, “Ming T ai-tsu’s Manipulation of Letters,” p. 14. My translation is slightly modified
from Chan’s.
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Xian, Xu Zhenqing and Huang Pu, there were others that came from independent scholars who lived in
urban areas and were well-versed with the writings of court officials. One of these was the Hangzhou
scholar Lang Ying ( E[}E# 1487-after 1566), whose miscellany Qixiu leigao T=1Z¥5if5 recorded numerous
historical anecdotes. In one lengthy piece on a monk named Laifu Z&{€ who got in trouble for a poem
he submitted to the emperor while being hosted at a feast at court. The poem included the line, “On
the golden platter lay the suhe mallow that came from afar” % % & 2K 5%k 18 . The emperor became
enraged at the character shu %% , claiming that it bore the meaning of “Evil Zhu” (the emperor’s surname),
in the form of dai Zhu % k% . In fear of the emperor’s wrath, the monk put down his chopsticks, and
immediately took his own life.

The Qing historian Zhao Yi included several items that he gleaned from Mid-Ming biji, some of which are

no longer extant:
The Literary Inquisition at the Beginning of the Ming

Ming Taizu’s mastery of literary meanings came certainly from his Heaven-sent endowment, but in
the beginning, his learning was not very deep. He often killed people because he misread texts, and
there were many such cases. The Chaoye yiwenlu says that when the three provincial offices and the
garrisons submitted congratulatory letters [to the court], they would have the education officials draft
them. At that time, those who were punished included:

Liu Yuanliang, instructor in the Zhejiang prefectural school, who wrote a letter on behalf of the
Haimen Garrison, giving thanks for a salary increase, saying, “You have established a pattern and
transmitted a model.” Executed.

Zhao Boning, assistant instructor in the Beijing prefectural school, wrote a birthday greeting for
the emperor, on behalf of the military commission, saying “Passing on your progeny, you have
established a pattern.” Executed.

Lin Bojing, assistant instructor in the Fuzhou prefectural school, wrote a winter festival greeting on
behalf of the surveillance commissioners, saying “Your decorum a model for the realm.” Executed.
Jiang Zhi, assistant instructor for the Guilin prefectural school, wrote a new year’s greeting on behalf
of the surveillance commissioners, saying “You have set the mean and established a pattern.” Executed.
Jiang Zhen, assistant instructor in the Changzhou prefectural school, wrote a new year’s greeting on
behalf of the prefecture, saying “Your brilliant nature has brought forth wisdom.” Executed.

Meng Qing, instructor in the Lizhou sub-prefectural school, wrote a winter festival greeting on
behalf of the sub-prefecture, saying, “your sagely virtue establishes a pattern.” Executed.

Zhou Mian, assistant instructor at the Chenzhou sub-prefectural school, wrote a birthday greeting on
behalf of the sub-prefecture, saying, “may you live for a thousand years. Executed.

Lii Jui, instructor in the Huaiqing prefectural school, wrote a letter of thanks for the gift of a horse on
behalf of the prefecture, saying, “gazing up at the imperial gates.” Executed.

Jia Zhu, instructor in the Xiangfu county school, wrote a new year’s greeting on behalf of the county,
saying, “you have modeled yourself upon the imperial palace.” Executed.

Lin Yun, assistant instructor in the Haozhou sub-prefectural school, wrote a letter thanking the heir-

apparent for a feast on behalf of the sub-prefecture, saying, “you follow your father in granting
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gifts.” Executed.

Xu Yuan, instructor in the Weishi county school, wrote a birthday greeting on behalf of the
prefecture, saying, ”you embody Heaven and model yourself on the Earth; you adorn the realm with
great peace.” Executed.

Wu Xian, assistant instructor in the De’an prefectural school, wrote a congratulatory letter for the
establishment of the heir-apparent, on behalf of the prefecture, saying, “May you reign for myriad
years; the realm has the Way; I gaze in reverence upon the heir-apparent’s palace.” Executed.

Apparently, the word for “pattern” (ze) sounded like the word for “thief” (zei). The word for “brought
forth wisdom” (shengzhi) sounded like “monk” (seng). The word for “imperial gates” (difei)
sounded like the word “non-imperial” (difei). “Modeled on the earth” (fakun) sounded like “shaved
bald” (fakun). And “adorn the realm with great peace” (zaoshi taiping) sounded like “lost the great
peace early on” (zaoshi taiping).”’
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This list of Zhao’s was not obviously not exhaustive. The striking similarity of all these stories

suggests a trope that had emerged. It is clear that whether these writers invented these stories or passed

on what they had heard, they had clearly seen the other accounts in circulation. It is as though a challenge

had emerged to come up with new possibilities for misunderstanding classical passages or poetry in a

37 Zhao Yi, Nianershi zhaji, Guoxuel23.com edition, juan 32. (http://www.guoxuel23.com/biji/qing/ees/032.htm) Accessed,

40/30/2018.
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way that could have offended the founder. And from these stories, a consistent profile emerged of the
Hongwu Emperor. He was not portrayed as evil or bad per se, but as painfully aware of his own naiveté,
and ruthless in his efforts to rein in the officials around him. While this trope did not entirely undermine

Hongwu’s elevated place in the history of the realm, it clearly diminished him.

The Jianwen Martyrs

Far more than the stories of Hongwu’s literary inquisition, stories of the persecution and deaths of
the Jianwen loyalists circulated widely in the biji literature of the late fifteenth and early sixteenth century,
challenging the official court positions and accounts of these events. And as with the Hongwu stories,
Li Xian’s few Daily Record comments on the Jianwen loyalists seem to have opened the door to a topic
that had been taboo for decades, with narratives that ran counter to the official historiography of the
court. The accounts of Jianwen loyalists that appeared in the years that followed proliferated extensively
and are too numerous to recount here. What is striking in the narratives that emerged in mid-Ming biji
was the increasingly darkened vision of the Yongle emperor and the guards who served him. The torture
described in Li Xian’s stories grew increasingly macabre.

Rather than a broad survey across the spectrum of biji entries on the Jianwen loyalists, I will focus
on one in particular. The Lizhai xianlu 1175 [#]%% by the scholar and official Song Duanyi “KIifif# (1447-
1501, js 1481) is most indicative of the extent to which the stories of the events of 1402 had grown darker
and more numerous over time. Song was one of the first to consolidate many of the stories in circulation
in his day, compiling them into one section of his biji called 4 Catalog of ‘Treacherous Officials’ (Kaiji
jianchen FAET#FEL ). This section was apparently circulated as a separate work under the title Record
of the Extirpation (Gechulu * [ % ). In his biography in the official Ming History (Mingshi B 52 ),
Song was credited with being the one who initiated the historiography of the usurpation: “The records of
the Jianwen loyalists began with Duanyi.”® B F 2 H§% - BimE#LAT - Song was from Putian
in Xinghua prefecture in Fujian ( &5 , B{EJAF , 1872 ) and had risen to the post of vice-director of the
Bureau of Receptions, charged with meeting foreign dignitaries in the Ministry of Rites (chuke ginglisi
yuanwailang F 25555 4P ) and later transferred to the post of assistant surveillance commissioner
(ancha gianshi ¥ 2% 43 =& ) of Guangdong.” Hence, he would have had access to most of the archival
sources in the Forbidden City.

Song’s Lizhai xianlu included anecdotes from the beginning of the dynasty down to his own
day. Like other biji of the era, some were critical of the emperors, while some were positive. In the
case of Yongle, for example, he included anecdotes from taken from Yang Shiqi’s Record of Imperial
Pronouncements of Three Reigns, discussed above, that focused upon the close relationship between the
emperor and his ministers.*’ Just preceding the “Treacherous Officials” section, Song included a speech by
the triumphal emperor on the 13th day of the 6th month of 1402 (July 13), the day he captured Nanjing.

38 Mingshi, 161:4394-5.

39 On Song, see Wu Chenhan S24%7% , Song Duanyi “Lizhai xianlu” yanxi 755 ( 125 H18% ) HAT, Renwen xuebao, 27 (June
2003):1-24.

40 Song Duanyi, Lizhai xianlu, juan 3.



History, Politics and Publishing in Mid-Ming China I 33

Here he explained his views on the innocent and the guilty.

In the past, when I was stationed in my fief, in their service, these treacherous officials manipulated
the rewards and punishments and my flesh and blood relations suffered disasters, and so I took up
arms to punish them. To support the throne and protect the princely fiefs, on the 13" day of the 6"
month, I have entered the capital city. Among the treacherous ministers, the guilty I dare not pardon.
The innocent I dare not punish. I am merely obeying Heaven. There may be some ignorant small
men who have taken advantage of the circumstances, using matters to plan vengeance against their
personal enemies. There may have been those who take it upon themselves to seize people and
pillage their property, bringing misfortune upon the innocent. This was not my original intention!
From now on, ringleaders or famous persons (from the Jianwen court) should be arrested, but in the
case of those who are neither, it is forbidden to take it upon oneself to seize them. I fear that this
may harm the harmony of the Way, and so I command you to make this known to all commoners.*
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And thus, without comment, Song presented Yongle’ s defense of his actions. The emperor’ s goal was to
restore order and repair injustices that had taken place at court. While these words are consistent with the
various declarations of the Prince of Yan during his conquest, these particular words do not appear in the
Veritable Records of his reign or in other sources. It is not clear where Song obtained these words. Did he
fashion them on his own, in accordance with documents and declarations he did see?

The section on “Treacherous Officials” included summaries of the lives and deaths of fifty-three
Jianwen loyalists. Song indicated his sources for some of the material, including Li Xian’s Daily Record of
the Tianshun Reign. He also included material derived from the writings of prominent officials like Yang
Shigi, as well as passages from the writings of Jianwen officials whose writings had been published.” In
some cases, he cited official court records, and in other cases, his entries were without sources.

For his entries for Fang Xiaoru and Tie Xuan, Song Duanyi quoted directly from Li Xian’s Daily
Record, adding some extra information about their families and careers. In the case of Fang, he drew
upon prefaces and materials from Fang’s works, which had recently been published. In other entries,
Song added narratives that were much more gruesome than those described in Li’s Xian’s Daily Record.
In his entry on Chen Di [#7# (d.1402), the minister of rites under Jianwen, Song cited an “old biography
from Ningguo,” ( Z£[g & {# ) where Chen was from:

That day, father and his children, six people in all, were bound to a pillar, and when the punishment

began, [his son] Fengshan called out, “Father, you have implicated all of us. Di replied, “My son,

41 Song Duanyi, Lizhai xianlu, juan 2.
42 On the publication of Fang’s writings, see my “Death in Fidelity: Mid- and Late-Ming Reconstructions of Fang Xiaoru,”
Ming Studies Ming Studies, no. 45-46 (Fall & Spring, 2001).
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don’t speak this way.” Di then scolded [the emperor]| without stopping. And so Fengshan’s tongue,
nose, and ears were cut off and were cooked and placed in Di’s mouth, forcing him to eat them.
They were then all killed by slow-slicing. Then an old servant gathered up their remains and took

them back to Xuancheng, burying them by his affinal family’s Ji Family Bridge."
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Here the violence was far greater and more explicit than in the Daily Record of the Tianshun Reign. In
entry after entry, Song presented considerable gore in his account of the fates of the Jianwen loyalists. In
several cases, wives of Jianwen officials were turned over to low-caste figures like elephant herders, or
soldiers to be married or merely raped. In one particularly gruesome account, the wife of the censor Mao
Dafang > K75 (d.1402) had been turned over to the Entertainment Office (Jiaofangsi {1} 5] ) to live
out her life providing amusement in the palace. Song cited a 1406 official Entertainment Office document
notifying the Yongle Emperor that she was ill.

In the 12" month of that year, she fell ill. The dance administrative officials of the Entertainment
Office today presented a memorial at the Fengtian Gate, saying: Mao Dafang’s wife, Ms. Zhang,
is fifty-six and has fallen ill. They received an imperial edict: “Send the imperial guard of the
Shangyuan county detachment to take her outside the gates to let the dogs eat her. It is so ordered.””**
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In his entry on Huang Zicheng %= -F & (d.1402), Song recounted similarly miserable fates for other

female family members, once again in the Entertainment Office:

On the 11" day of the first month of the 11" year of Yongle (2/11/1413), the officials of the
Entertainment Office memorialized at the Right Shunmen Gate: “We have the wife, niece and
daughter-in-law of the evil Qi Tai (d. 1402), along with the sister of Huang Zicheng. These four
women have been under guard day and night by twenty fellows. The younger ones are pregnant and
will give birth to a little turtle. There is also a three-year old girl.” They received the imperial reply:
“Give them away. Maybe they won’t grow up into miserable sluts!” They also memorialized: “Some
time ago, Huang Zicheng’s daughter gave birth to little slave and now he’s ten years old. And there
are little girls from the Shi family and the Xie Xin family.” They received the imperial response:
“Give them away. It is so ordered.””
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43 Song Duanyi, Lizhai xianlu, juan 2.
44 Song Duanyi, Lizhai xianlu, juan 2.
45 Song Duanyi, Lizhai xianlu, juan 2.
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One of the features of these entries is that the official exchanges between the Entertainment Officials
and the emperor were stark and crude, certainly belying the sagely veneer that characterized traditional
narratives of imperial exchanges. The emperor in these scenes is crass and cruel.

Though crude in nature, the Entertainment documents had just enough protocol and terminology to
give them a sense of verisimilitude. Aside from the foul and vernacular language, they had the format
of memorials and edicts. But would court officials record such crude exchanges? Song Duanyi was the
only one in a century to cite these documents. No one else before him or after him in the Ming dynasty
appears to have seen them, and all references to the Entertainment Office documents on the Jianwen
loyalists seem to come through Song’s text. Were they invented by Song? As with other material in this
genre of biji, there is no way to determine the veracity of these documents.

The circulation of Song’s work is not clear. It does not appear to have been published before Song’s
death in 1501. It was, however, cited by other scholars, and appears to have inspire more collections of
biographies of Jianwen loyalists, including Zhang Qin’s 55/ (1466-1541, js 1502) Record of Restoring
the Forgotten (Beiyilu ff§ i& $% ), produced in 1516, and the Huang Zuo’s &= £ (1490-1566, js 1521)
Record of the Events of the Extirpation (Gechu yishi SFREE ).

“Manipulated History, Publishing and Circulating Information

This study has explored two themes that emerged in biji and informal writings in the middle of the
Ming dynasty: the Hongwu Emperor’s persecution of scholars on the basis of their writings, and the
Yongle Emperor’s abuse of Jianwen loyalists. Obviously, a study of this size cannot inadequately offer
a comprehensive view of either of these two topics in mid-Ming writings. And even more obviously,
this study cannot adequately explore the topic of historical revisionism in the late fifteenth and early
sixteenth centuries. For it is clear that this was a far-reaching phenomenon that reshaped Ming dynasty
historiography and the dynamics between literati and the court.

One of the key elements in these two themes was the revised perception of Ming emperors, Hongwu
and Yongle being the most important two in the dynasty. These critical portrayals of the emperors in mid-
Ming biji created contradictions in the ways that readers perceived the imperium. Particularly given the
political turmoil that engulfed later emperors, mid- and late-Ming scholars and statesmen looked back
on these two emperors as paragons who shaped the very essence of the dynasty. Hongwu’s persona took
on a nearly constitutional role in defining Ming identity, a point that was elaborately explored in Sarah
Schneewind’s edited volume, Long Live the Emperor! Uses of the Ming Founder Across Six Centuries
of East Asian History. Likewise the Yongle Emperor made his mark moving the capital to Beijing,
reshaping the dynasty in both its domestic and international profile, earning him the designation as a

“second founder.”

46 Sarah Schneewind, Long Live the Emperor! Uses of the Ming Founder Across Six Centuries of East Asian History.
Minneapolis: Society of Ming Studies, 2008.
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The importance of these two figures can be seen Li Xian’s recounting of the torture and death of
the scholar Liu Qiu, discussed above. In his attack upon Wang Zhen’s abuse of power, Liu shouts that
after his execution, he will go to the underworld and report these matters to Hongwu and Yongle. The
implication of the story is clear: it is their dynasty that has been abused by the likes of Wang Zhen. Much
later, in 1524, the scholars outside the palace protesting Jiajing’s refusal of the adoption ritual chanted the
name of the Hongzhi Emperor to whom Jiajing was supposed commit himself, but they also chanted the
name of Hongwu as the father-figure and ultimate authority of the dynasty."’

Thus, these historical claims of ignorance, cruelty and torture by these two figures created a severe
conundrum for Ming writers. This is seen most clearly in Huang Zuo’s awkward preface to his Record
of the Events of the Extirpation, in which he claims that Yongle’s wisdom and compassion was such that
he would have wanted a record such as this one.* Thus the two historical narratives, Hongwu and Yongle
as heroes and as villains, existed side by side in a delicate contradiction. As we have seen in both the
writings of Li Xian and Song Duanyi, scholars were comfortable intermingling positive stories of these
two emperors with negative ones.

And what was the response of the court to these challenges to the official dynastic narrative?
Court historiography was, as we have seen, compiled for a closed audience. The Veritable Records were
composed first for the descendants of the emperor, and second for the top officials in the realm. They did
not circulate outside the Forbidden City and they were not intended to be ready by “the public.” Hence,
the court was structurally unprepared for the onslaught against its historical narratives that began to
grow in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. Thus, in 1535, when a censor in the Ministry of
Personnel, Yang Zhuan 1515 (jinshi 1526), submitted a lengthy memorial calling for the revision of the
official records of the Jianwen reign, his proposal was summarily dismissed by the powerful Minister of
Rites, Xia Yan & 5 (1482-1548), dismissing Yang’s “careless transmission of falsehoods” it {2 2t .*

More importantly, however, the challenges to court historiography came not from “outsiders”
but largely from high-level officials, such as Li Xian, Song Duanyi and Huang Zuo. In many cases, it
was precisely the men who had access to the surviving official records and documents that composed
“alternative” histories of dynastic events. Li Xian’s stories claimed no sources and offered no proof of
their veracity. Song Duanyi’s cite or quoted sources where he could, but included many entries with no
sources whatsoever. And, in the case of the Entertainment Office documents that were seen or cited by no
one else, it is possible that he may have fabricated them.

As discussed earlier, one clear element to these stories was an impulse to write Ming historical
narratives that emphasized the moral courage and virtue on scholars and officials. And given the turmoil
in the court, and the fluctuating power of eunuchs and imperial guardsmen, it is not surprising that literati

writers would stress the moral significance of the civil officials.

47  Fisher, The Chosen One, pp. 92-93.

48 Huang Zuo, Gechu yishi, Jieyue shanfang huichao edition, (Shanghai: Bogu zhai, 1920), preface.

49 The memorial is only summarized in the Veritable Records of the Jiajing reign (Daming Shizongxiaohuangdi shilu XBAH:
SEETEAFE R, juan 177, entry for the yiyou Z.75 day of the 7" month of Jiajing 14, (24 August, 1535). The memorial was
recorded in full in the compendium Wenzhang banti huixuan L EEHEAEEEEE | edited by Jia Fuzheng 181 , Sikuquanshu
digital edition, 112.1a-3b.
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It is also clear that we know little about the processes and mechanisms by which these works were
circulated. The prominent biji notebooks of the late fifteenth century appear to have circulated among
elite circles—scholars who worked in the central government, and their colleagues outside of government
service in the metropolitan areas of Beijing, Nanjing and Suzhou.

This narrow audience for these materials began to change in the early sixteenth century, as the
publishing industry began to expand. As David McDermott and others have argued, the late fifteenth
and early sixteenth centuries saw a turning point as commercial publication began to grow. McDermott
argues that this juncture was perhaps the major turning point in Chinese history where printed materials
first began to outstrip the volume of manuscript volumes.*

In the early sixteenth century, we begin to see the commercial publication of works that sought to
collate, collect and arrange the proliferation of stories, historical records, anecdotes and legends of the
preceding decades. An early example was Huo Tao’s E &4 (1487-1540) 1534 collection of the biji of
grand-secretaries into a collection called the Mingliangji B E£& , which assembled the writings of Song
Lian, Yang Shiqi, Yang Rong, Jin Youzi, Li Xian and Li Dongyang.”’ Another example was Lu Ji’s [ZE1E
(1515-52) 1544 compilation, Gujin shuohai T % 5 /& , that collected various popular accounts into a
large work of 142 juan.” One of the most comprehensive compendia was Yuan Jiong’s 2235 (1495-1573)
Jinsheng yuzhen ji 435 T {7# , published in 1550-1, and including 53 different biji works.>

And in a similar vein, the early sixteenth century saw efforts to compile new histories of the Ming,
incorporating materials from the plethora of new historical materials. One of the earliest of these was the
Longfei jilue FETR4CHE , completed in 1542 by Wu Bu =24 | a local scholar from Zhao’an county 5727
in Fujian. This work was published locally by Wu’s friends in 1544, and again in Nanjing in 1553 and
focused primarily upon the Hongwu reign.* And shortly afterwards, the Random Chats under a Solitary
Tree, Gushu poutan I\ 1f B3 3% , attributed to the high-ranking Fujianese official Li Mo 7= %k (1497 -
1558).” This work was composed mostly of biji entries, pasted together into the first comprehensive
“history” of the dynasty. And finally, the most well-known and influential history of the dynasty in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries was Chen Jian’s [§% (1497-67), Huang Ming tongji ZHHE4C , that
incorporated an even larger number of earlier sources from among the explosion of writings from the
late fifteenth and early sixteenth century. With these works, the writings of scholars like Li Xian, Song
Duanyi, Huang Zuo and others became incorporated into the mainstream of Ming historiography.

50 On the factors leading to the increase in printed material relative to manuscript material, see Joseph McDermott, “The
Ascendance of the Imprint in China,” in Cynthia Brokaw & Kai-wing Chow, eds., Printing and Book Culture in Late Imperial
China, 55-104. McDermott draws on the scholarship of Inoue Susumu, “Zosho to dokusho" Tohogakuho 62(1990), 409-45;
“Shoshi, shoko, bunjin” in Araki Ken, ed., Chuka bunjin no seikatsu (Tokyo: Heibonsha, 1994), 304-38; “Shuppan bunka to
gakujitsu” in Mori Masao et al, eds. Min Shin jindai shi no kihon mondai (Tokyo: Kyuko shoin, 1997), 531-5; Oki Yasushi,
“Minmatsu Konan ni okeru shuppan bunka no kenkyu” Hiroshima daigaku bungakubu kiyo 50 (1992) 1-176.

51 Hua Tao, Mingliangji, Sikuchuanshu cunmucongshu edition, History, vol. 47. Tainan: Zhuangyan wenhua, 1996.

52 LulJi, Gujin shuohai, Sikuchuanshu digital edition.

53 Yuan Jiong, Jinsheng yuzhen ji. Taiwan National Central Library blockprint edition, 1550-1.

54 Wu Bu, Longfeng jilue, Siku quanshu cunmu congshu, History Collection, vol. 9, preface.

55 On the authorship of the Gushu poutan, see Guo Xiaoxia FS/NEE , “°Gushu poutan’ xiaokao,” (INEIELEE) /NF |
Gujizhengli yanjiu xuekan TH#EFEFERFTEF] , Nov. 2004, no. 6, 21-4.
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To Comprehend and Read Kezuo Xinwen
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Kezuo xinwen by Shen Zhou (1427-1509) of Ming Dynasty is a true rarity from the earlier China,
what with its refreshing and modern book title. By traditional definition, “News” denotes anything heard
or seen that is novel or bizarre, which is also the purpose of Shen Zhou writing the book, Kezuo xinwen
(meaning news from guests). Driven by burden of fame during his old age, Shen Zhou constantly held
banquets to host guests from far and wide and requested them to narrate stories they had seen or heard,
and such stories were thus recorded and named as Kezuo xinwen. The “News” events collected and

narrated primarily encompass two categories: anecdotes circulated all over the streets and alleyways; all
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types of personalities that shocked the nation. In another word, Kezuo xinwen is a book compiled with
reports on major characters or events that came to public attention by word of mouth, which incidentally
also complies with the definition of “News” today.

The paper includes the following: first, to gather various hand-copied or printed editions of Kezuo
xinwen and compare their likenesses and differences; second, to explore and categorize the content in
Kezuo xinwen while cross-referencing “what was seen, heard or said” against historical documents to
verify if it is in line with historical facts or in conflict with any other hearsays; third, to analyze Shen
Zhou’s thoughts embedded as the motif in the book; last, to contemplate on the impact Kezuo xinwen
has had on the contemporary scholars/intellectuals and the development of Literary Sketches in the
Nanjing area after the mid-period of Ming Dynasty. With “To comprehend and read Kezuo xinwen”,
such territories as the news sources in Ming Dynasty, the reasons behind acquiring the news, the state
of control the imperial court had on the media, and the cause for the thriving book printing business in
Nanjing may be fathomed out.

WEsEEm s > JEEA S - REFEE > 520510 -
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Abstract / g &

This paper exams a rumor about a ghost in 1476. By conducting a case study, it researches the
reason why it was created, the way in which it was circulated and the reason why it gained notoriety. The
ghost in question was called Heisheng %2 . Rumors about Heisheng were circulated not because of its
appearance, figure, or smell, but for the fear it initiated among civilians, its distinctiveness for hindering
a national project, the Great Canal, and the reaction of scholar-officials to its appearance in Late Imperial
China.
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Impede the State

As officially recognized, it was in 1992 that the socialist market economy was formally established
at the Fourteenth Congress of Chinese Communist Party. It marked the termination of an era in which
the economy ran under the state’s direction. In 1979 and 1984 policies of reform and opening up and
the planned commodity economy were implemented and were considered to be the foundations for the
establishment of a market economy. In traditional China, it was believed that the pursuit of profits from
the market was an appendage to politics. Without a political identity or social status there should be no
way to obtain economic benefits. Since the source of political identity was the emperor and the state,
the distribution of economic interests was supposed to be subject to imperial authority and the state
administration. From the perspective of the farmers and workers, the Chinese federal state was understood
as a centralized autocracy with control over the macro-economy. In this framework, there have been
debates over the functions of monarchs and their bureaucrats in the history of China. It has been
acknowledged that rulers in Late imperial China were not totalitarians, but it has been widely agreed that
the state exerted powerful control over society, including scholars who tried to assert the independence of
society vis a vis the state in a “state- society” paradigm. There were some incidents in which the federal
state’s efforts to extract wealth from regions did not proceed smoothly, but the state’s general control over
economic behavior was undeniable in Late Imperial China.

However, on the state’s ability to control the economy, some scholars have voiced dissenting
opinions from the perspective of the actual functioning of the market economy. Some think that the
market economy was first established in Ming Dynasty (*), while some date its origins to much earlier
(Liu Guanglin 2015). Since the origins and development of the market economy is not the focus of this
paper, I shall simply note in passing some contribution scholars who have tried to assess the extent of
the autonomy and independence of Chinese markets in history. Albert Feuerwerker rightly argued that in
studying the state we should distinguish between the changing courts and dynasties on the one hand and
the highly continuous imperial bureaucracy on the other (Feuerwerker 1984: 298), though his research
contributed few details on how to do that. Philip Kuhn contributed more to this perspective, distinguishing
between the emperors and the bureaucrats, but this dichotomy was not s universal or representative of
general Chinese political life in history. The collective crime of bureaucrats he explored in his study was
important in Qing Dynasty because of its supposed illegitimacy. It was not the case so feasible in the
Ming Dynasty, however, when officials had a narrower space for collective crimes under the pressure of
the potent and highly legitimate Ming authority. It was not possible for the bureaucrats to ignore their
extreme dependence on the imperial polity. The only legitimate y way for them to express opposition to
the state was to articulate their alienation and to refuse to cooperate with state initiatives (Wu Qi, Ma Jun
2012).

Were there any more active, direct, and legitimate ways for the bureaucrats to pursue their interests?
In answering this question, this paper is not content simply to add a footnote to the debate over whether
government in the Ming Dynasty was centralized or not. Instead, it aims at discussing the legitimate

maneuvers available to bureaucrats to maximize their economic interests within the framework of policies
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and laws in Late Imperial China, especially when this effort conflicted with the economic interests of the
state or the court. These maneuvers were lead to the differentiation of the ruling class, and the dividing
the state’s authority without forcing the collapse of the regime, because it was cultural, not political or
economic. Such maneuvers might nonetheless play a huge role in society and the political economy. Via
this case study of a rumor of ghosts in Late Imperial China, I show how a project that was issued by the
court and would have been beneficial to the state was terminated. This case indicates that the separation
created from the competition of market interests outweighed the force wielded by the central authority
with the cooperation of the state’s ruling cliques I do not intend to deny the Ming Dynasty was a stable
and powerful state even in the era when it was approaching its end. Rather, I am arguing that in such
a centralized polity, conventional countermeasures, such as open economic conflict, public political
antagonism, and violence by and against groups, will not be functioned in some battle among interests,
because few members of the ruling class would like to resort to extreme means to launch rebellion or
provoke war in peacetime. Only means that are concealed and imperceptible and nonetheless generate
large-scale reactions can be adopted. The rumor of ghosts happens to have been the right instrument under
these conditions. Though seemingly unpremeditated and arbitrary, such a rumor, intentionally created and

spread to generate fear, might have huge social impacts.

Rumor and Collective Panic

Rumors in Chinese history have attracted academic attention from different perspectives. Existing
in variety of official and private classical Chinese texts, rumors are not subordinate to a single genre.
Since most of them are found discretely in short stories, they may be similar in narrative and have some
relevance in plot composition. From a literary point of view, some study patterns in the narratives of the
protagonists and in their spread (Zeitlin 1993, 2007). Since rumors were manipulated to serve as weapons
for rebels, political historians have studied the use of rumors during changes in regimes (Lii 2011). The
regional characteristics of rumors and their relationships to popular religions have also been the focus
in research (ter Haar 2006). This research has generally been concerned with the typological analysis of
the spreading of rumors spreading and not with the contextual factors encouraging the rise of rumors.
Philip Kuhn did not make further contributions in this area, and ter Haar did not make much progress in
explaining the formation of the same type of rumors either (ter Haar 2006: 13). This is due partially to
the limitations of communication theory but even more to the paucity of historical sources necessary to
construct the information chain and to uncover the real roots of rumors (Allport and Postamn 1965: 36-
37, 47; Knopf 1975: 12; Lii 212).

In rumor, reality and fantasy intermix. The ingredients form the basis for its dissemination and
acceptance. The content is the focus of my research and the point based at which a breakthrough can be
made. In dealing with the sources of rumors of ghosts, I prefer to use the text study and refuse to appeals
to modern or rational/ empirical thinking about whether the ghosts were exist in ancient Chinese world.
(Erica Brindley 2009).
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Hei sheng (Black ghost)

The events described in this paper occurred in 1476, the twelfth year of Cheng Hua f% 1k reign
(1465-87). According to historians of the Ming and Qing, it was in the middle of a relatively relaxed
period in which people were living and working in peace. It was a time in which there was an effort
to restore the supposed peace and stability of the early Ming after the shocking Mongol invasion and
political turmoil of the Tumu Affair in 1449. (Cambridge History).

In July of 1476, there were reports in Beijing of the appearance of a strange creature (or creatures)
people had never seen before. It (or they) was (were) said to appear at night. The creatures were said to
be black with golden pupils in their eyes, to have slender tails, and to move rapidly from place to place.
Some people said it was like a small dog or leopard, while others said it was like a large cloud. Everyone
said it penetrated through windows when people were asleep and pounced on their backs or stomachs,
inflicting wounds and causing the flow of yellow fluid. Attending its appearance, there was always a dark
Miasma. Victims were always females and children. They were found to be hurt the next morning, after
staying unconscious for the whole night, but they did not sicken or die despite the lurid injuries. Although
the creature drifted hither and thither, it did not hurt males, who generally slept outside at night in
summer, with their upper part of their bodies naked. In a short while, many families in the capital claimed
they had suffered such attacks.

These were the core events that gave rise to social anxiety and eventually collective panic. I call
them rumors because not all reporters had seen or experienced the creature’s appearances, let alone they
suffered their attacks, but they nonetheless devoted themselves into spreading the news. The injuries
described in the narrative were understood to be the work of black ghosts known as Heisheng 225 , and
the results have been described as the Dark Affliction (ter Haar 2006). Sheng & had long been used in
Chinese to refer to an eye disease, similar to cataracts. Over time its meaning had been enlarged to involve
pain, illness, and even fault in action. It was also used to associate natural phenomena with various colors
and human diseases.

The heisheng (or black ghosts as I shall call them) were fairly common in the history of China. They
were usually associated with a small number of specific people, who suffered physical harm and mental
panic. The color black indicated water, which provided a clue inspiring the analysis below. According
to the circulated information, it was obvious that the appearance of black ghosts was not intended as a
plea for peace, nor did it involve issues relative to religion or ancestors. This phenomenon was not the
folly-and-consequences or moralizing fiction discussed in some in previous scholarship (Yennan Wu
1999). It entailed no solemn ritual aimed at purifying the soul but only the spread of information and the

atmosphere of fear.
The Inclusion in circulation

Information of the appearance of black ghosts appeared in various sources that circulated and
provided clues to its meaning. They included court records like The Veritable Records of Emperor

Xianzong ( BFHESZE §% ), local records such as the Chaoyang county gazetteer ( HiF554& ) compiled by
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Lin Dachun #& K3 ; private historical books, like Diangu jiwen ( Bit{4C R ) by Yu Jideng 5345 ; and
private note books ( Z5C ), such as Jianzhai suozhui lu R FEERSF compiled by Yin Zhi FH , Fanyan
SBLT by Qian Yiben §8—7K | and Yuzhitang tanhui &= 5 58 by Xu Yingqiu (RIERK , Zhuzi zhiguai lu
F &Sk by Zhu Yunming {0 70BH » Shijian jigulue xuji by Shi Dawen f KR , Shuanghuai suichao
W% compiled by Huang Yu %5 , and Siyouzhai congshuo VU 75557 by He Liangjun {7] BA% .
Research in these sources shows that, in spreading the rumors of black ghosts, some points were
added while others were dropped. Based on the core component of the rumor, the additional elements
formed three levels of information which contained details that differed from each other. The first level
came from Yin Zhi whose notes recorded eyewitness accounts of the ghost’s attack. Yin described incident

. . . . . 1
in his Jianzhai suozhui lu as below:

At first, I did not believe it. One night around the drums of the second watch a tenant named Wang
Er, who rented a residence behind my household, cried out. Husband and wife alike shouted loudly
for help. I woke up startled. On the other side of the wall the family scolded. I asked what was wrong
and they answered that there was an intruder, and that they needed a light and knives. After a while,
things settled down again. The next day I sent someone to investigate. They said that something had
settled on the chest of his wife. It had been chillingly cold. Scared, his wife had got up. Then, [the
creature] had tried to steal the child that she was holding. They had fought with each other using
force. The husband had been very anxious. He had tried in vain to look for a knife. Hence, he had
opened up the door, and obtained light from a neighbor. He e had then allowed the weirdness to go
and it had left.

Yin recorded an immediate response from the government:

At first, this weirdness arose in the northwest of the city. People did not dare to speak of it. Only after
people had been wounded in each part of the city did they all complain to the Military Commanders
(bingma si ££ 5] , official in charge of police in the capital) and City Inspector Censors (xuncheng
yushi ZE{HEISE ) of the respective parts of the city. They made arrests and investigated, producing

concrete evidence, which they reported to their superiors.

There are several editions of the Jianzhai suozhui lu. In some of them, this passage is incomplete.
Only one edition in seven juan printed by Yin’s descendants provides a complete plot of the story,
allowing the reader to grasp the information the author wanted to convey (Luo 2016). He added no
comment from his viewpoint as a high ranked official much as his peers had done when reporting on
extraordinary natural phenomena. Illogically, however, he highlighted in his account of the incident the
protagonist, i.e. the victim, who had no formal name in the incident. Both the perspective and the content
of Yin’s record indicated that his main purpose was to record the events and describe the situation of the

affair for readers of his book, rather than simply recount his memories for his own later amusement.

1 T use Barend ter Haar' s translation, with minor adjustment.
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Omission in circulation

In addition to the core information provided by Yin Zhi, the roles of an emperor and a eunuch were
described in Wang Ao’s Zhenze changyu 7555 at the second level. Rumors of the black ghosts spread
widely and became much more serious when one or more of those mysterious creatures reportedly ran
into the royal palace when Chenghua was meeting with his officials. The ruler was so frightened that
he fell off his throne under the watchful eyes of his officials. Only with the assistance of a court eunuch,
Huai En ( #&), who was standing beside him, was Chenghua able to recover his throne and his dignity
(Tangian, 37:?).

Wang’s record offers a reasonable time for the event, about 3:00 a.m. to early morning, when Ming
rulers often held audiences with their officials. The authenticity of this record is enhanced by a supporting
source. Considering that the appearance of this black ghost in court might indicate disorder in his reign,
Chenghua promulgated a proclamation, admitting flaws in his rule and promised a quick modification of
his policies. The emperor hoped the black ghost would not emerge again and the social order would return
to its previous state of calm. The emperor’s edict did not produce the expected results, but the inclusion
of the event and his response in the Veritable Records of Emperor Xianzong increased the credibility of
the events. Also, this high level official record of the spread of the rumors raised its visibility from Yin
Zhi’s private record to a public record even, though it happened and was recorded in the supposedly secret
forbidden city.

Eunuchs and their notorious institution, the Western Depot, were another component in the second

level of information in the rumor’s proliferation. In Wang Ao’s words: (Wang Ao, & |~ )

Since then [the attack in the palace], the eunuchs have been dispatched to conduct covert
surveillance. At the time, the eunuch Wang Zhi (JEH. ) was close to Emperor Chenghua in the
imperial court. Taking this opportunity, Wang gained [the ruler’s] trust and established the Western
Depot to monitor the activities of officials with the support of the emperor. Many bureaucrats became

targets of investigation and were arrested and humiliated. Even ministers were not spared.

It was true that the Western Depot was established with the aim of helping the ruler in the inner court
keep watch on officials and even ordinary people and to report any findings, regardless of whether
the evidence was sufficient [to prosecute] or reliable [to convict]. It was directed by Wang Zhi and
operated outside of the regular bureaucracy. The authority sent eunuchs out as spies to spread terror
and make judgments. The suspected officials were routinely sentenced without following any formal
judicial procedures. In this case, in a short while, more than ten officials were extra-legally arrested and
sentenced by the Western Depot. Hence, as Wang Ao said, high ranked officials like the Grand Sectary
Shang Lu % (1414-1486) and the Minister of Justice Xiang Zhong TH'E (1421-1502) were dismissed
under no reasonable excuses.

While acknowledging the negative impact of the eunuchs on the politics of the state, Wang s
described the positive effects of certain eunuchs, such as Huai En. In another source, the positive
contributions of eunuchs were elided, leaving only the negative effects of eunuchs at the court. Qian
Yiben’s Fan Yan is a case in point, Qian quoted from Wang Ao’s book with some adjustments, showing
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the evolution of information in the course of the rumor’s spreading. In Fan Yan, Qian specified the
location of the events (in the capital), the figure of the ghost (like a dog), the amount of the ghosts (a
dozen) and the locations of the wounds (face, hands, and feet). It also mentioned the imperial summoning
in which the black ghosts alarmed Emperor Cheng Hua and the establishment of the Western Depot under
the leadership of Wang Zhi. But Qian omitted Huai En’s helpful assistance to Emperor Chenghua in
preserving the honor the throne. Only the negative descriptions of t eunuchs were retained and the most
noticeable point is that Qian believes the establishment of the Western Depot was a retribution of the
black ghosts to against the bureaucrats.

Retribution is a long-standing part of I Chinese culture. It was widely believed that retribution is
ubiquitous and inescapable. Similar to a kind of one-dimensional projection, retribution creates more
strict, direct, and powerful results than morality and law in people’s judgment of the results of an action.
The great likelihood of retribution induces people to exercise prudential caution and gives them less room
for action. The results of retribution can be good as well as bad. As for the latter, even if the evildoer
has strong power, his bad actions will not have immediate consequences and retribution is ultimately
inevitable (Marvin Henberg 1990).

With respect to retribution, the black ghosts may have risen to punish wayward eunuchs and their
extra-judicial Western Depot. Eunuchs were physically incomplete, neither male nor female, and they
were unable to produce offspring. They occupied space outside the formal bureaucratic system and their
politically unjustified behavior was linked to the dark side of the state. Their ambiguous gender may have
alienated them from ordinary people led them to be aggressive toward women and children to make up
for their lack of masculinity. When they gained power, the eunuchs often attacked political opponents
very cruelly. Their abuse of power was enabled by their close relationship with the emperor and the royal
family. In several notorious cases during the Ming Dynasty, they had a greatly negative impact on the
country (Shih-shan Henry Tsai 1996: 1-8).

Retribution, however, has only limited value in explaining the case of the black ghosts. The well-
recognized late-Ming historian, Chen Jian [ 7# demonstrated ambiguity and inconsistency in projecting one-
dimensional retribution onto two ghost incidents in his Huangming tongji fazhuan quanlu EHHE4CEEH 2
$% (Chen Jian 1636, juan 23), one was the appearance of a black ghost in 1476; the other was the execution
of a magician, Li Zilong 2% , in 1477. We need to analyze both cases from the perspective of results.

Commentary

More than one hundred years later, in 1586, the fourteenth year of Wan Li ( &/& > 1573-1620)
reign, there was another visitation of the black ghosts. This time they targeted the Grand Secretary, Shen
Shixing FHHF{T (1535-1614). In his memorial reporting the event, Shen explained that it had been because
of the black ghosts’ appearance in 1476 that a state project, the Tonghui Canal, had been postponed.
It was a significant statement because it was recorded in the Veritable Records of Ming Dynasty and
was mutually corroborated by other documentary sources, such as Huangming congxinlu 5 BH ¢ (2 &%
compiled by Shen Guoyuan X EJT , an official geographical book Qinding rixia jiuwenkao $X7EH N E&
7% , as well as a private geographical book, Xingshui jinjian {77/K5% , compiled by Fu Zehong {524t |
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Shen had good reason to link the rumor of black ghosts in 1476 with work on the Grand Canal. In
June 1476, just one month before the appearance of the black ghosts, a water conservancy project on
the Grand Canal had ended. It had been the dredging of the Tonghui Canal ##Z1 , the northern part of
Grand Canal connecting Datong Bridge X ## f& to the east of Beijing to the estuary of Hunhe & Ji] at
Zhangjia Wan 552 . That was the waterway through which tribute rice from the south could be shipped
directly from south China to the capital in Beijing without any interruption. The project had been initiated
in August 1475 and had proceeded for sixty miles ( & ), but it was terminated after ten months because
it failed to resolve the water supply issue ( fSEHE (f77KE2E) |, vol. 110). In fact, only two years later
in 1477, the entire Tonghui Canal was re- silted and ceased functioning. It was only in the Jia Jing era
(1522-67) that work on Tonghui Canal resumed and finally completed in 1528. Form then on, it benefited
the state by providing for the transport of grain near the capital (Shenzong shilu 272: 3120).

The linking of the rumor of the black ghosts with the fortunes of the Tonghui Canal helps to clarify
the use of some vocabulary such as the term tragedy ( £ 5 ) which appeared without comment in Xia
Xie’s E % reliable history titled Ming Tongjian B % %8 (Xia Xie, vol. 33). This became supporting
evidence for the history books that directly linked the rumors to the Tonghui Canal. For example, 5 {
Wu Zhong, the leader of the Tonghui Canal project in Jia Jing era, accepted this link in his Tonghui Canal
Gazetteer R (Wu Zhong, %5 I ). These references suggests that someone used the rumors to stop

a project that it was in the interest of the state to complete.

The Grand Canal and Conflicting Interests

Xiejia (The Agent Housing System &KX )

The Tonghui Canal was a part of the Grand Canal in the Ming Dynasty. It had been excavated in the
Yuan Dynasty and took the name Datong Canal ( A7 ), connecting the northern end of Grand Canal
with the granaries in Beijing and Tongzhou #%JI{ (called the Jingtong Cang 5 #E & as a unit).

The canal enabled tribute grain to be shipped directly from granaries in south China to Beijing without
any need to change the form of transportation. Prior to it, tribute grain had to be transported overland
by servants from Zhangjia Wan 5552/ to Jingtong Cang. On other parts of the Grand Canal grain was
transported by troops according to the Long Haul Method ( {% % J£ ), and this section was the last part
remaining on land along the Canal. The Long Haul Method was the third stage of the transportation
reform in the Grand Canal. It had been implemented in 1471, five years before the appearance of the black
ghost, and this way of transport replaced the Tribute Shipment ( 5¢,3#;% ) that had been instituted in 1431.
According to the Long Haul Method, the transport troops were authorized to operate as far as south China
where the tribute grain had previously been transported by civilian laborers. In 1471 the responsibility for
tribute grain transportation had shifted from the civil servants to transport troops, leaving only a section
from Zhangjia Bay to Beijing to be transported overland by civilian laborers. The use of military forces as
a main force for Canal transportation was a trend since the early years of Ming Dynasty after the dredging

of the Grand Canal (Wu Tao). If the Tonghui Canal functioned well the transport troops would take control
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The Map of the Grand Canal in Ming China

Tonghwi Canal (83 W

of the whole route of tribute grain transportation on Grand the Canal.

That was probably not a situation the peoples who were in charge of the managing the Canal,
especially the Tonghui section would welcome because of the huge profits this part of the Canal
generated. The tribute grain that reached Jingtong cang was crucial not only because it provided salaries
of officials in Beijing (Gao 2003), but also because it was the source of benefits for a group of profit-
seekers that was responsible for the transportation on land between Zhangjia and Jingtong cang. The
group that would benefit most from the Tonghui Canal included the agents who were playing the role of
direct operators of the stores and inns along the Canal. These facilities were nominally intended to provide
services to transport troops and boatman, including storing the goods, drying the grain, accommodating
the troops, and completing the registration, after the transport boats reached Beijing. Such services were
s necessary and were demanded by the transport troops who were aliens in Beijing, unfamiliar with the
roles of government agencies, and unable to complete the process of registration in good time. Under
these conditions, the agents on land functioned well as an intermediate link in a mature system between
the transport hands and the official department in Jingtong Cang. They had smoothed the way for the
completion of the grain registration before the Toghui Canal was dredged in 1476.

The agents belonged to a housing system, called Xiejia &X 2% , that represented the owners of the
stores and inns, helped them complete the intermediate links in the market, and ensured the regents’
interests much as its official predecessor, the Tafang system, had done in the Song Dynasty. As a semi-
official system the Xiejia, replaced the Tafang in the Cheng Hua era (Hu 2015: 14). Xiejia and Tafang
performed similar role in market. The only difference between them was the degree of belonging to the
government (Hu Tieqiu).

When they worked for the Grand Canal in Beijing, the Xiejia received monetary s compensation. It
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was fair from the market point of view because the services provided by this system were based on the
agents’ familiarity with the government’s process of registration, their provision of convenient housing,
and their knowledge of how to store grain. All these factors originated from the regents in the housing
system that had full administrative power and economic strength to complete the registration, although
its political allegiance was to the government while the its market interests belonged to e individuals.
(Hu Tieqiu). The amount of silver money paid by the transport troops for obtaining the services, called
Fangshui yin ( 57K$R ), was large. It differed in amount from one tael two cash for Jing Can in Beijing
to one tael for Tong Cang in Tongzhou, — iy 51— respectively. Since each year there were about
12,000 transport boats that carried tribute grain and commercial goods from south to north, according
to the ratio of 70% to Beijing and 30% to Tongzhou, the agent housing system in Beijing needed to
provide accommodation for the army bringing 8,400 ships to Beijing and 3,600 ships to Tongzhou. As
compensation they received Fangshui yin totally ,1680 ®4 , which was 10,080 4§ from Beijing and 3,600
W4 from Tongzhou. All these must be paid by the transport troops. Adding the fee from the troops who
were on the boat to protect the transport, it would be 15,732 Wy of silver. Each Xiejia would receive 168.6
Wi of silver every year (Hu 510-1) .

Since the compensation was in line with the official regulation, and it also met the principle of
market interest, these expenses were not all illegitimate, although in the course of things there must have
been some illegal extortion. If the Tonghui Canal were dredged completely and worked successfully, the
tax grain and commodities could have been shipped directly to Jingtong cang by troops. The Xiejia land
workers would have had little chance to benefited any more. The vast amount of profit that came from
accommodations and related services as well as the state’s funding would have disappeared. Thus the
dredging of the Tonghui Canal was definitely opposed by the regents of the agent housing system, even
if it would have saved the state the huge expenditure on canal’s transportation. It was recorded that the
capacity of one vessel was equivalent to ten vehicles ( — 1} 34 . ) and Zhang Cong 5EF& (1475-
1539) calculated that when the Tonghui Canal would become fully functional 113,300 [ of silver money
would be saved ( T8 juan 89) in Chenghua era. In order to protect the benefits that had long been
obtained but would be lost because of the Tonghui Canal, the Xiejia and the regents behind them were
trying to prevent the completion of this state project. In this regard, the questions that arise include: who
were the regents of the Xiejia that managed the housing system, did they have enough power to postpone
such a state project; and why and how did they use the rumor of black ghosts to do so. To answer these
questions we need to look for the hands that were really running the market in Beijing and controlling the
benefits at the court.

The Conflicting Interests between Northern and Southern Bureaucrats

The Tonghui Canal project apparently reflected conflicts within the central government, over
benefits. Yin Zhi, the early witness of the rumor, was from Jiangxi Province. Around him in the central
government there was a group of officials who hailed roughly from the same region. They were coherent
enough to be called the Southern Party and they were powerful enough to include most members of the

Grand Academicians. In opposition to this faction, there was a Northern Party, which included some
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ministers and some heads of bureaus. The identities of the two parties were s not based on geographical
differences alone, but the members of each party pursued their respective interests in making policies at
court. In terms of real power and number of members, the Northern Party was inferior to the Southern
Party (Cheng Guan 49). The Southern Party included Li Zisheng 2= & & ( 7 -1487), the Left Vice
Minister of Rites, Peng Hua 2% (1432-1496), a Grand Academician, and the Grand Secretary Wan An
EZ7 (1417-1488) who came from Sichuan Province (Ming Tongjian 1392, 1650). Relying on their close
relationship with the ruler, the Southern Party dominated policy making during the Chenghua reign. One
member of the Southern Party, Peng Hua, once instigated the Supervising Secretary Xiao Yanzhuang 7§
5 ((a native of Jiangxii) to attack Li Bing 2238 (1408-1489, a native of Shandong e), expel Yin Wen
FH5& (1423-1505, another native of Shandong) and Luo Jing ZE¥5 (1423-1503, another native of Jiang Xi
Province) (Li Zisheng’s biography, Ming History).

In the Cheng Hua era, the Southern Party maintained good relations with some eunuchs like and
the Distinguished Imperial Relatives in efforts to safeguard their interests. They were the concrete
representatives of the Quangui zhijia f# & 2 % that appeared in The Gazetteer of Tonghui Canal 20
7% and played the role of regents of Xiejia. There was no other group in Beijing that had equal power to
distribute the benefits of the Grand Canal. It was in Cheng Hua reign that they formed, but their formation
could not obstruct the trend that had emerged before, which was that the transportation troops would
take over the shipments on the Grand Canal, to safeguard the state’s benefits, reduce the expenses, and
extend the troops’ dominance. Therefore, when the project of dredging the Tonghui canal was proposed
by Chen Rui [¥#7 , the hereditary Earl of Pingjiang *}-)T{H , the Emperor Cheng Hua could not express
opposition, but simply ordered Yang Ding #54# , in the Ministry of Revenue, and Qiao Yi &% , the Vice
Minister of Works, to investigate. When the reply from the two departments supported the project, the
emperor could only approve its initiation.

Since the emperor actually opposed the Tonghui Canal project but did not want to say so publicly, he
secretly approved the spreading of the rumors that it was the cause of the appearance of the Black Ghosts.
As ruler, he could easily encourage senior officials attached to him to become credible communicators
of the rumors. Since the ruler was the real author of rumors behind the scenes, so there was no way to
determine the real of situation. Meanwhile, the Xiejia who were responsible for the social security in
Beijing were in the hands of the Southern Party who benefited from the continuance of land transport in
Beijing. When they were tasked with locating the black ghosts and identifying the source of the panic,
they of course did nothing.

Conclusion: the superiority of Cultural Legitimacy

In this case, I clarify the role of cultural legitimacy as a supplementary means when political

legitimacy is ineffective, and the condition under which it works, as well as the forms of its performance.
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Abstract / {HE&

In the summer of 1718, Beijing residents heard and saw strange things. They witnessed a lunar
eclipse. And they spoke of a devastating earthquake in northwest China. These conversations took place
on the streets, within private homes, and in the antechambers of state offices. Some heard the news from
sojourners and some from trusted colleagues, family members, and friends. The stories included varied
details of a supernatural omen: a “three-armed ghost,” or perhaps a “headless monster” whose presence in
the northwest had foreshadowed the seismic event. Seven days after the first telling of this strange story,
a gazette publisher (baofang) in Beijing sold textual proof: a memorial, attributed to the governor-general
for Shaanxi and Sichuan, which reported the monstrous apparition and its devastating consequences.
But while the earthquake had indeed inflicted damage, the more tantalizing details of the story were
fabricated, and the memorial itself false. This was fake news.

Starting from this“false memorial”case, this paper will investigate a series of information scandals in the
first century of the Qing dynasty When the Qing conquered China, they inherited a troubled information order.
Within the bureaucracy, lengthy procedural correspondence buried urgent messages and covert networks
troubled official hierarchies. Beyond the reach of the state, gossip and rumor endangered the stability of the
new dynasty. In this study, I argue that their attempts to restore the information order, Qing political agents
established new boundaries between influence and authority, clerks and officials, and conversations and texts.
In particular, the court promoted gazettes as authoritative foils to the rumors, tabloids, and forgeries that made
up the “fake news” of early modern China. In so doing, by the mid-eighteenth century the Qing state shifted

the material basis of politics from talk to text, and from story to document.
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In the scholarly lens and in the classroom, secret memorials (mizou %= ) are often taken as the
defining institution of the Qing “information order”—the set of communications pathways by which social
intelligence was gathered, organized, and disseminated by the Qing state (1644-1911). ' In the twentieth
century, the discovery of thousands of memorials held in the Qing palace archives revealed the eighteenth-
century formation of an expansive system for the exchange of confidential correspondence between the
throne and bureaucratic officials.” The “palace memorial” system initiated under the Kangxi emperor (r.
1662-1722) involved direct and unmediated exchanges of documents between territorial officials and the
throne, thus expanding the surveillance power of the throne and side-stepping the traditional advisory role
of court institutions including the Censorate (Duchayuan &2 ) and Grand Secretariat (Neige NE ).
Thereafter, as memorials poured into the palace, this system began to prove unsustainable. The Yongzheng
emperor (r. 1732-1735) turned to an informal council of advisors with whom to deliberate upon the secret
communications; his successor Qianlong (r. 1735-1795) formalized this group as the Grand Council
(junjichu EEA%EZ ), which, as a “circuit board” for imperial communications, became the most important
political institution at court for the remainder of the dynasty. ’

Despite the significance of these institutional achievements, allowing a single documentary
channel to characterize our view of Qing political communications makes a complex infrastructure seem
relentlessly vertical, though it in fact involved multiple centers of power. Reading Qing politics through
secret memorials reaffirms an outdated view of the Qing bureaucracy as dominated by an idiosyncratic
and often hysterical monarch.” In reality, the Qing state’s information order comprised a tripartite model
of political communications in order to coordinate the activities and work of four levels (palace, central,
provincial, local) of political actors. The most closely guarded communications, including military reports
and palace memorials, passed exclusively between memorialists and the inner court. Next, administrative
communications, inscribed in routine memorials (tiben 4~ ) and other highly standardized modes
of correspondence, were circulated between the locale, province, and central bureaucracy. Finally,
mediums of open communication, including gazettes (dibao K[ #3 ) and proclamations (gaoshi & 717 ),
were made available to the full bureaucracy and even the wider public. In drafting both confidential and
administrative documents, officials recycled language from prior correspondence in quotations, both

to substantiate claims and as a bureaucratic mechanism. Open communications meanwhile excerpted

1 For the concept of ‘information order”’and its origins from twentieth-century communications theory, see C.A. Bayly, Empire
and Information: Intelligence Gathering and Social Communication in India, 1780-1870 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1999). For recent takes on this concept in the Chinese context, see Hilde de Weerdt, Information, Territory, and
Networks: The Crisis and Maintenance of Empire in Song China (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia Center, 2015),
Ch.3; Stephen R. Halsey, Quest for Power.: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2015), Ch.7.

2 In English, the most important studies are: Silas H. L Wu, Communication and Imperial Control in China: Evolution of the
Palace Memorial System, 1693-1735 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1970); Jonathan D. Spence, T ‘ao Yin and
the K ‘ang-Hsi Emperor: Bondservant and Master (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1966); Mark C. Elliott, “The Manchu-
Language Archives of the Qing Dynasty and the Origins of the Palace Memorial System,” Late Imperial China 22, no. 1
(2001): 1-70.

3 Beatrice S. Bartlett, Monarchs and Ministers: The Grand Council in Mid-Ch ing China, 1723-1820 (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1991).

4 For this critique, see Pierre-Etienne Will’s review of Bartlett, Monarchs and Ministers, in Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies
54, no.1 (1994): 316-17.
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from both confidential and routine genres, thus introducing correspondence on specific topics to general
purview. Therefore, these three communications genres were not mutually exclusive: both routine and
palace memorials could, by imperial sanction, pass into open circulation. Open communications therefore
linked the confidential and administrative systems, supplying timely political information to both the
bureaucracy and to the public.

The prominence of open communications within this revised portrait of the Qing information
order thus illustrates the importance of what I deem curated transparency for the Qing state. Curated
transparency involved the public release and targeted circulation of certain official texts for strategic and
ideological goals.’ Far from guarding the evidence of its consultative and procedural activities, the Qing
state freely released a wide range of information for public view, including personnel details, policy
debates, civil examination records, criminal cases, rulings on disaster relief and tax remissions, and
administrative investigations. These categories were not arbitrary: each supported political legitimacy and
authority in a particular way. The release of documentary evidence of state activities to the public realm
provided a safeguard against fraud and malfeasance, as well as a justification of political authority.

This paper explores the priorities and policies that guided information control and led to the policy of
curated transparency in eighteenth-century China. Looking outward from a central case study—the story
of the insertion of a faked memorial in a gazette—it takes a broader view of the social and political impact
of the court’s tinkering with the state information order. In particular, the creation and idiosyncratic use
of the secret memorial system by the Kangxi emperor both destabilized the integrity of the bureaucracy
and expanded public interest in official documents. With the establishment and formalization of the Grand
Council, the Yongzheng and Qianlong emperors moved to create more predictable channels by which
political information moved into public view. The public release of documents, which helped install
safeguards against bureaucratic malfeasance and justifications of state policies, involved a continually
negotiated compromise between confidentiality and transparency. By acknowledging the state’s role in
disseminating information about itself, we better understand the imperial information order as defined not

just by surveillance and control, but also by strategic publicity.

Tracing the Tremors of a False Report

In the summer of 1718, Beijing residents heard and saw strange things.® They witnessed a lunar
eclipse. ' And they spoke of a devastating earthquake on the windswept loess plateaus of northwest
China. These conversations took place on the streets, within private homes, and in the antechambers of

state offices. Some heard the news from unfamiliar sojourners, and some from trusted colleagues, family

5  The term “curated” implies strategic arrangement. By using the term “public,” I do not mean that all Qing subjects did or
were able to access the state’s open communications. However, the political claims of the state rested on the hypothetical
availability of such materials to all.

6  Dates in the text are given in modern format, but the notes include reign dates.

7 Zhongguo diyi lishi dang’an guan, ed., Kangxi chao Manwen zhupi zouzhe quanyi [hereafter KMZZ] (Beijing: Zhongguo
shehui kexue chubanshe, 1996), 1318 (KX 57/08/19).
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members, and friends. The stories included varied details of a supernatural omen: a “three-armed ghost,”
or perhaps a “headless monster” whose presence in the northwest had foreshadowed the seismic event.
Seven days after the first telling of this strange story, a gazette publisher (baofang /5 ) in Beijing sold
proof: a memorial, attributed to the Manchu governor-general for Shaanxi and Sichuan, Ohai (Ch. 5[5 ,
d.1725), which reported the monstrous apparition and its devastating consequences.® But while a severe
earthquake had indeed inflicted damage to areas within Ohai’s jurisdiction, the more tantalizing details of
the story were fabricated, and the memorial itself false.”

The combination of subject and setting made these stories worthy of imperial attention. Seismic
events were subjects of special importance for both logistical and ideological reasons. The state required
field administrators to report disasters in their jurisdictions. Once received in Beijing, these reports set into
effect a chain of bureaucratic responses to assess and address their effects and provide relief if warranted.
Meanwhile, Confucian ideologies of rule ascribed both political and cosmological significance to natural
disasters and therefore rulers saw talk of this nature as deeply portentous."’ In Beijing, the capital guards
(Bujun tongling yamen *5 #4485 9 ) had been charged since the Qing conquest with surveying and
reporting local conditions. This mandate specifically included idle talk that might brew into dangerous
rumors, and especially conversations about comets, floods, and earthquakes." The Kangxi emperor even
triangulated information sources to see how far stories from the capital reached into the hinterlands. More
than once, Kangxi wrote to his governors, “Lately, do the people in the territories speak of the capital?
Anything they say, submit to me.”"

The details of the investigation into the faked memorial reveal the common-place interactions
between social and professional networks within and outside state institutions. Especially subordinates
within the court bureaucracy commonly found opportunities to share the information they obtained on the

job with their associates in Beijing society. Relationships defined by family, native-place, and workplace

8  “Memorial” is the customary and over-arching term used for reports submitted to the emperor. There were several and evolving
genres of memorials used during the Qing dynasty, and this chapter will discuss some of them. See John King Fairbank and S.Y.
Teng, “On the Types and Uses of Ch’ing Documents,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 5, no. 1 (1940): 40.

9  Various local gazetteers record that the earthquake struck on KX 57/05/21. The earthquake caused deaths to people and
livestock and sustained damage to government buildings and local temples. Gazetteers do not mention omens similar to those
mentioned in the capital. E.g., Jingning zhou zhi F#5E & (QL); (GX) Gansu xin tongzhi HEHHT#E | .2, p43a. A few
bureaucratic responses are recorded in the Qing shilu, but no edicts. See Qing shilu (Shengzu ren huangdi shilu), j.280, p.738b
(KX 57/07/07) and j.281, p.745a (KX 57/R8/07). The protracted investigation into the earthquake may be one reason for the
eruption of rumors surrounding the event.

10 Natural disasters were thought to have cosmological significance in advertising the moral failings of the monarch and
portending the loss of the Mandate of Heaven. A sample of the many works on weather and natural disasters in late imperial
China includes Mark Elvin, “Who Was Responsible for the Weather? Moral Meteorology in Late Imperial China,” Osiris
13 (1998): 213-237, and Kathryn Edgerton-Tarpley, Tears from Iron: Cultural Responses to Famine in Nineteenth-Century
China (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008).

11 Kan Hongliu BI4TA0 , “Qingchu shehui chuanwen yu huangquan ganyu & ¢t <(% [E 5 EA 70, Qingshi yanjiu, no. 3
(2011): 150-2. This body, also commonly translated as the Gendarmerie, functioned like police in the late imperial era, but is
distinct from the “police” bureau initiated in the late Qing. They are also distinct from the “imperial guards” who defended
the imperial palace and clan. For the role of the capital guards in criminal investigation and adjudication see Na Silu, Qingdai
zhongyang sifa shenpan zhidu (Taibei: Wenshizhe chubanshe, 1992). For background on the Qing capital guards, see Alison
Dray-Novey, “Spatial Order and Police in Imperial Beijing,” Journal of Asian Studies 52, no. 04 (November 1993): 890-911.
For examples of such capital surveillance, see KMZZ, 57 (capital gossip), 1596 (earthquake).

12 KMZZ, 22 (KX 30/09/24).
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ties enabled the faked story to travel between palace offices and the city streets. In detailed reports to the
emperor, the head of the capital guards, Longkodo (Ch. [£F}2% , d.1728), described the interrogation
of twenty-one men, including two gazette publishers, two gazette scribes, twelve clerks, one itinerant
medical practitioner, and one Manchu scribe."” Notably, eight of the men hailed from southern cities (six
of these from the literary hub of Shaoxing), including both those in the gazette business and clerks."
These common origins defined the social networks through which the text had passed.

The investigation proceeded quickly despite the fact that a number of suspects offered conflicting
testimonies. Longkodo’s investigators wasted no time in locating the culpable gazette publisher.” This
publisher had at least four employees: managers Hu Mengzhao and Lu/Yin Dengjiu, scribe Jin Xiang, and
assistant scribe Jin Picheng.'® Both scribes hailed from the south, and maintained relationships with other
southerners in government offices. In this case, the relationship between Jin Xiang and a metropolitan
document clerk named Gao facilitated the forged document’s insertion into the publishing process.
Both the scribes and their employer mentioned scrutinizing the document for authenticity. Jin Picheng
recounted that as he delivered the document in question, the document clerk had called it “fresh news”
(xinxian shi F#£ZE ). To interrogators, Jin claimed that he associated Gao’s clerical position with access
to documents, and explained his decision to show the document to his supervisor on this basis. Therefore,
Jin grouped Gao’s fraudulent memorial together with other court-sanctioned documents. Still, Jin likely
included the document in full awareness that it was false, or at least improperly obtained. By regulation,
memorials authored by provincial officials were only released for publication several days after the
emperor had issued an opinion on them.'” This made it very unlikely that the earthquake report’s release
had been authorized for public review.

Longkodo’s report reveals that metropolitan clerks often operated as news sources in local society.
At the center of the case was Shen Mingshi, a document clerk working in the records of the Board of
Appointments (/ibu 5 &[5 ). Shen eventually told interrogators that he had written down the story in
the guise of a memorial after trading gossip with his cohort of Board clerks. Shen described himself as

13

working in a vulnerable position: “...since I work in a yamen, my relatives and friends often ask me
if I have any news. And they want me to write down anything I’ve heard and bring it home and give it

to my family to read.” Shen’s coerced confession evinced that subordinate staff for court institutions

13 As in the wider empire, personal relationships proved consequential to the designation of responsibilities in the capital
city. On Longkodo’s palace relationships, see Evelyn S. Rawski, The Last Emperors: A Social History of Qing Imperial
Institutions (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998), 137. See also ECCP, 552-4.

14 Shaoxing men were prevalent among the clerical staff of the metropolitan bureaucracy. See James H. Cole, Shaohsing:
Competition and Cooperation in Nineteenth-Century China (University of Arizona Press, 1986), 111-13.

15 Later in the dynasty, the court explicitly charged the capital guards and the censors of the five urban wards with supervision
of gazette publishing.

16 he translator of the Manchu memorials rendered the names of the Chinese suspects into characters. However, because these
names were originally recorded in Manchu without their original Chinese counterparts, they remain uncertain, and there are
inconsistencies between the documents in this case. I have not been able to locate any relevant Chinese-language archival
documents.

17 Bartlett, Monarchs and Ministers, 50n93; Wu, Communications and Control, 28-9. Osan (Eshan 5[ 1] ) referred to it as
“long-established” precedent in 1736: « Z-& P T—EEZ M, R , HNVEE THZBEFRT , I C#R
@A | EFIEITEA . First Historical Archives (FHA), Lufu zouzhe (LFZZ) 03-0329-005, QL 01/04/06.
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routinely funneled information out of government offices. Besides Shen, the other clerks mentioned
routinely asking or hearing the greeting of “What’s new?” Also commonplace was the action of copying
a document to bring home or to show to others.'® Although Shen and the other clerks framed their news-
mongering as social transactions among friends, their choice to copy the documents verbatim implies that
gazette publishers were their most common contact. More likely than not, these clerks sold documents for
side income to the gazette publishers. Such work was deprecated by officials, but not specifically illegal if
the documents had been sanctioned for public release."”

The representation of this story as an official report made it both saleable to the public and more
dangerous in the context of the state communications order. The association of natural disasters with
supernatural factors was a common element of popular talk. The clerks had mobilized everyday
relationships of kinship and native-place affinity in order to spread a story that they knew would sell.
Although investigators were concerned that the story represented itself as a memorial from an important
territorial official, the details of the case were so inane that it seemed unlikely that more powerful
officials or subterfuge lay behind the circulation of this false document. The testimonies obtained in the
earthquake case convinced capital investigators that the false earthquake report was nothing more than
an ordinary case of opportunistic malfeasance by metropolitan clerks. Thus, just a few days after it had
commenced, the case was closed.

Yet, the very circumstances that seemed ordinary to imperial investigators—clerks trading
documents with publishers, their ad hoc review of official communiqués for authenticity, publishers
identifying official documents as saleable in the capital market—reveal that imperial information policies
not only shaped the pathways by which official documents passed into public view, but also defined the
focus of popular interest in these media. Leaked documents were not the only state texts to appear in
public view. Since early in the dynasty, the Qing court had created and finessed procedures for the release
and circulation of documents, even allowing the participation of commercial publishers in this enterprise.
The presence of official texts in everyday society invited locals to think of these materials not only as
containing news of distant locales, but also as news in their own right. In other words, the “news” in this
case was not simply the story of monstrous creatures foreshadowing a far-off earthquake, but rather the
story, framed in authoritative material and rhetoric contexts, of a Manchu governor reporting in his official
capacity that monstrous creatures had appeared in advance of a devastating earthquake. By defining
official reports as the medium in which state-authorized news would appear, the state introduced the idea

that “news,” in its guise as official document, could be faked.

Documentary Structures

Technically, any official communication that was not specifically designated as secret could be made
available for consultation and copying in the Grand Secretariat, the chief institution of the outer court.

18 KMZZ, 1613 [ca. KX 57/08/10]; KMZZ, 1318-19 (KX 57/08/19).
19 See Yentai’s accusations in Xiaolian Guan et al., eds., Yongzheng chao Manwen zhupi zouzhe quanyi (Hefei: Huangshan
shushe, 1998), 494 (no. 886).



I ARG  BIDARE RIS R ) BRI
96 Manipulating the Media: News and “Fake News” in China since Early Modern Times

Routine communications were open to bureaucratic review during deliberation, and public review after a
decision had been made. Each routine memorial submitted by a provincial office arrived together with file
copies (fuben E7ZK ) and abridged summaries (jietie $&fili ). The Memorials Office (Tongzheng si #E L
H] ) retained these materials while the Grand Secretariat drafted a rescript and the emperor considered the
memorial. After the approval of an imperial rescript, scribes in the Six Sections (Liu ke 7<%} ) reviewed
the documents and recopied the annotated memorial for circulation.”’ In principle, the documents that
gazette publishers obtained from palace offices bore marks of authentication and could be traced to
document registers and archives.

New practices and institutions implemented during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries
made sure that not all documents were available for publication. Most prominently, when the Kangxi
emperor expanded the use of “secret memorials,” these confidential communications were sent by
personal couriers between palace and official, and were not reviewed by the Grand Secretariat prior to
presentation to the emperor. Even after imperial review, secret communications could only be released
for public review through a time-consuming process in which the memorialist resubmitted the secret
communiqué as a routine memorial.”’ This window to top-level communications would not be expanded
until 1737, when it became possible to immediately release a memorial for public review.

In the post-conquest period, the Shunzhi court created a system of documentary registers for
maintaining records of items sent between offices and released for public review. A 1658 (SZ 15) edict
designated supervisors (zhushi F 5= ) to oversee the preparation of “registers of circulated documents”
(fachao ji ce ##VECMM ). Clerks matched lists of documents designated for release with corresponding
document summaries, and made these available to gazette copyists.” Supervising secretaries (jishizhong
45=5 ) of the Six Sections occasionally reviewed outgoing materials in order to ensure felicity
to authorized material.** The “register of circulated documents” held in the Six Sections corresponded
to itemized registers of “documents for release” (ling xia hao bu %5 T 5% 58 ) managed by the Chinese
and Manchu Registry Offices ( /#i%2%s ) in the Grand Secretariat. The Registry Offices specialized in
the redaction of court documents for filing and circulation purposes.” Finally, in the “register of silken

words” Silun bu %54 , clerks recorded in brief the imperial edicts and rescripts that had been assigned

20 This process, and the problem of unsealed file copies becoming the source of unsanctioned release, were the topic of several
memorials in the Yongzheng reign. See National Palace Museum (NPM) Palace Archive (GZD) 0402020378, [YZ 5] Zhang
Zhengyuan; Yongzheng chao Manwen, 494 (Yentai, YZ 01/11/10); Zhongguo di yi lishi dang’an guan, ed., Yongzheng chao
Hanwen zhupi zouzhe huibian (Nanjing: Jiangsu guji chubanshe, 1989), 31: 4 (Santai, [YZ 47?]).

21 For the Yongzheng emperor’s anger at censors sharing and publicizing secret memorials, see Huizhong comp., Qinding
taigui: ba juan (QL), j.2, p.7a-b.

22 Qing shilu, SZ 15/07/24,.119, p.925b.

23 It is unclear where this distribution took place. We do have examples of clerks going to gazette offices located in the city
in order to sell documents. Proclamations against leaking and fabrications refer consistently to the “gazette copyists for
each province,” suggesting that capital liaisons (zhujing titang &¥ 5% 2 3J# ) contracted on an individual basis with gazette
publishers. Capital liaisons were responsible for the compilation and distribution of gazettes and other documents, but they
did not participate in the copying process.

24 Qing shilu, SZ 17/03/15,j.133, p.1029b.

25 Contrary to their name, the two offices did not seem to divide documents according to language. For example, a Chinese
gazette copyist in 1859 described that he copied documents from the registry book of the Manchu Registry on a daily basis.
NPM, GZD, 406010511, XF 09/04/24, testimony of Zhang Tonghe.
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to various memorials processed in the palace bureaucracy.”

In both the broader bureaucratic communications order and in gazette publishing, state regulations
anticipated and tried to prevent conflicts based on asymmetric information. Most importantly, regulations
barred the publication of memorials that had not yet received imperial responses. While the palace
bureaucracy released both edicts and rescripts immediately, variable delays were imposed for deliberation
and administrative work before the circulation of memorials. Meanwhile, clerical institutions and
publishers alike were required to process documents as they were received and not to hold back materials.
Therefore, gazettes published edicts days in advance of the memorials that had prompted them. Such
regulations responded to the tests on bureaucratic efficiency presented by a large empire and a growing
population. As judicial caseloads and piles of unprocessed documents mounted, the state attempted to
ensure that gazettes could not provide advance notice of pending decisions to readers.”’

Returning to the earthquake case for a moment, we can see that document clerks for the Six Sections
were well placed to intercept and leak documents as they were processed, transferred between offices,
copied, and archived. According to regulations derived from Ming precedents, the six secretarial offices
mirrored the six administrative boards (liu bu 753 ) of the central government. Clerks recopied imperial
communications for inclusion in the records of central historiographical institutes as well as the board
archives. In addition, the personnel of the Six Sections acted as documentary auditors by proofreading and
inspecting communications for adherence to documentary conventions. In this process, clerks checked that
each memorial included supplementary notes meant to facilitate the archival and deliberative process.”®
In essence, the clerks of the six offices had access to the full complement of documentary elements that
accompanied any given communication. Adding to their intimacy with court-handled cases, employees
of the Six Sections worked with live documents midway through the deliberative process, rather than
compiling archives after an administrative matter had been finalized. These factors made section clerks

ideal contacts for gazette publishers and others who pursued information on bureaucratic operations.

The Role of the Market

26 Examples of these, predominantly from the Shunzhi reign, can be found in the Grand Secretariat archive (Neige daku A KJER).

27  See a case involving the suicide of a convict as the result of an information leak, described in Emily Mokros, “Communication,
Empire, and Authority in the Qing Gazette,” (PhD Dissertation, Johns Hopkins University, 2016), 71-2. Cf. Qinding Da Qing
huidian (1899), j.51.

28 The six offices also been called the “Six Sections,” and the “supervising secretaries” (jishizhong 45557 ) that manned them
also called “supervising censors.” Cf. Charles O. Hucker, A4 Dictionary of Official Titles in Imperial China (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 1985), 2:317. The functions of these offices followed directly from Ming precedent, although
personal memorials, and subsequently palace memorials circumvented these units. See Silas H.L. Wu, “The Memorials
System of the Ch’ing Dynasty (1644-1911),” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 27 (1967): 12-25; and “Transmission of
Ming Memorials,” 278. On the surveillance activities of the six offices, see Xu Mingyi, Qingdai liu ke xingzheng jiankong
yanjiu (Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 2012). Regulations for the six offices remained fairly consistent across
editions of the Qing Collected Statutes. See Da Qing huidian (1899), j.20. Supplementary archival materials included oft-
extensive reference summaries (jietie) and short digests (tiehuang §5%% ). Archival copies (shishu 522 ) made by the office
of the Board of Appointments for use in historiographical compilations are extant for the Yongzheng reign and provide a
useful view of routine business handled by this Board. See Zhongguo diyi lishi dang’an guan, comp., Yongzheng chao neige
liu ke shishu. li ke, 83 vols (Guilin: Guangxi shifan daxue chubanshe, 2002).



I ARG  BIDARE RIS R ) BRI
98 Manipulating the Media: News and “Fake News” in China since Early Modern Times

Commercial gazette publishing emerged in the Ming dynasty as an outgrowth of informal
relationships between capital communications liaisons (zhujing titang &+ 5224 ) and local print and
scribal publishers.”” Whereas the Song state had apparently monopolized all stages of the reproduction of
court gazettes, the Ming dynasty commercial publishing boom included scribal and print publishers who
specialized in the production of official and examination-related materials.” During the late Ming dynasty,
liaisons increasingly contracted with private publishers to make copies of court-authorized materials.’'
Publishers took advantage of their connections and time in capital offices to make copies not just for
official use, but also for sale in the city. Importantly, while these copies shared a common name (dibao
or dichao), in reality the central bureaucracy did not provide a single standard daily gazette, but rather
allowed liaisons and copyists to select from open materials. As a result, the specific items available for
purview in different locations, and provided to different provincial officials, could vary. Such variations
may have decreased when the liaisons relied on commercial publishers who served a number of clients
concurrently. This decentralized system remained intact for approximately the first century of Qing rule
from Beijing.”

Each day, private copyists and printers composed gazettes from court-authorized document
summaries, notes, and registries. Commercial publishers either contracted with government clerks
to supply them with copy (as in the case of the earthquake story), or proceeded directly to the Grand
Secretariat to transcribe the day’s material. Publishers using wooden movable type to produce gazettes
were apparently in operation as early as the Chongzhen reign, according to Gu Yanwu, a consummate
reader of the gazettes of his day.” Attesting to the commercial, rather than government, nature of gazette
publishing, whereas document management was placed under the purview of palace clerical offices,
gazette publishing fell under the mandate of capital police forces. As seen in the earthquake rumor case,

the capital police began to oversee gazette publishing as a part of their mandate to keep tabs on social

29 I am preparing an article on the political role of communications liaisons. See Liu Wenpeng, “Titang kao,” Qingshi yanjiu
no.4 (2007): 87-91. These officials have also been called “courier superintendents” and “postmasters.” However, these posts
carried only loose associations to the courier (vizhan E£if ) post system, and the officials were only tasked with managing
certain types of communications between offices. My use of the term “capital liaisons” for the Beijing-based post draws on
the historical “capital liaison” offices of the late Tang dynasty, an institution with relevance to the history of the court gazette
as well as these officials. See De Weerdt, Information, Territory, and Networks, 79.

30 The most extended discussion of such publishing activities can be found in Kai-wing Chow, Publishing, Culture, and Power
in Early Modern China (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2004).

31 My focus is not on the Ming case, although I substantiate more fully in my book manuscript in progress. See Lynn A. Struve,
The Ming-Qing Conflict, 1619—1683: A Historiography and Source Guide (Ann Arbor, MI: Association for Asian Studies,
1998), Ch.1.

32 My account here diverges from some standard accounts in the literature on the history of news in China, which, in their
pursuit of an authentic indigenous Chinese newspaper, tend to overstate the standardization of gazettes and furthermore the
role of commercial agents during the Ming. See, e.g., Ge Gongzhen X,/\iE, Zhongguo baoxue shi F1[EH#E 54} (Shanghai:
Commercial Pres, 1927), 43-49; Fang Hanqi 7%} , “Qing shi ‘baokan biao’ zhong you guan gudai baozhi de jige wenti
ES (IRTIZR) TESE IR LNER ) Lishi dang’an 2 (2007): 12-13; Yin Yungong FE52\ , Zhonguo Mingdai
xinwen chuanbo shi "EBH E (£ %5 (Chongging: Zhongging chubanshe, 1990). Most scholars of late Ming politics
and communications have skirted these thorny issues of production and regulation. See, e.g., Hung-tai Wang, “Information
Media, Social Imagination, and Public Society during the Ming and Qing Dynasties,” Frontiers of History in China 5, no.2
(2010): 172; Ying Zhang, Confucian Image Politics: Masculine Morality in Seventeenth-Century China (Seattle: University
of Washington Press, 2017).

33 Gu Tinglin, “Yu Gong Su sheng shu,” in Tinglin shi wen ji, j.8, p.15a-b.
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order in the city. In the early Yongzheng era, new regulations would devolve routine responsibility for the
gazette publishers to the supervising censors of the five wards (wucheng xunshi yushi TU3CERTEISE ).
Stationed throughout the city, censorial offices maintained registries of the gazette publishers operating in
their jurisdictions and their output.™

Notably, commercial publishers assisted in the circulation of multiple genres of open
communications, not just gazettes. In Beijing and in provincial seats, commercial publishers facilitated the
massive output of texts related to the civil examinations, including examination handbooks, compilations
of examination essays, and the yellow notices (often called 5T%7 or ¥ ) that announced success.”
These publishers had close ties with the staff of the communications liaisons in Beijing and in the
provinces.’® Moreover, in the decentralized model of open communications, field administrators recruited
local publishers to print up a wide range of official materials, from proclamations to imperial compendia.
All of these texts were available for a price; even European missionaries freely purchased gazettes to learn
about capital news.”” Therefore, commercial involvement was a key factor in circulating texts associated

with the state throughout the empire.

The Logic of Open Communications

The problem of how to properly structure and manage state organizations, including primarily the
civil bureaucracy but also their subordinates in the capital and in local offices (lizheng SEF ), lay at
the heart of Qing political thought.”® Communications, as observed by Thomas Metzger in his classic
monograph on the Qing bureaucracy, were an important institutional component of this agenda.” Secret,
administrative, and open communications can all be related to this nexus of political goals. Thus, when
defining the purpose of secret communications, Qing officials and emperors focused on the way that
confidentiality freed the memorialist, classically a “speaking official” (vanguan ='E ) like an imperial
censor, to address problems of corruption and malfeasance with candor. Secrecy thus enabled the censor
to critique even crimes committed by the monarch himself. Administrative communications, meanwhile,
documented the work of imperial institutions, providing data-heavy reports of criminal investigations, tax
revenues, the workings of the courier system, the military, and other areas overseen by the bureaucracy.
Like secret communications, open communications were seen as assisting in bureaucratic discipline.

However, whereas confidentiality guaranteed the efficacy of secret memorials, publicity was the crucial

34 The routine interactions between section clerks, urban censors, and gazette publishers were put on display in 1853 when an
unreleased memorial pertaining to the security of the beleaguered capital was published in the city’s gazettes. The mistake
was later sourced to a censor, who tried to interfere with registries to cover up his error.

35  For examples, see Etienne Zi, Pratique des examens littéraires en Chine (Shanghai: impr. de la Mission catholique, 1894),
21.

36 On these ties, see Yongzheng chao neige liu ke shishu—Ii ke, 83:267-70.

37 1describe this in Chapter 6 of my book manuscript.

38 William T. Rowe, China's Last Empire: The Great Qing, 60-62.

39 Thomas A. Metzger, The Internal Organization of Ch ‘ing Bureaucracy: Legal, Normative, and Communication Aspects
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1973).
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context that made open communications useful.

Other forms of public communication included the promulgation of imperial proclamations, which
tended to be statements of court initiatives or policy, and, especially during and after the Yongzheng
reign, the circulation of imperially sanctioned texts, including collections of edicts, laws, and campaign
histories. These three genres differed in their intended audience and use. Proclamations (zhao &) were
directed to the public, and were both read aloud and posted on yamen walls (as tenghuang &% ) for
review. Initially, gazettes were a medium for relaying information from the capital to provincial officials;
as a result of commercial involvement in this relationship, they became a publicly available news source.
Finally, imperial publications were typically presented as gifts to serving officials, who were sometimes
charged with reprinting the texts for public circulation. Each of the three could inform readers of imperial
policy, but they fulfilled different purposes from the state’s perspective. Proclamations defined social
order, imperial publications offered prescriptive or orthodox representations of past events, regulations,
and texts, and gazettes informed the work of the territorial bureaucracy.

As a result of their intended purpose, the most important items released in gazettes related to
complex matters fraught with possibilities for administrative malfeasance. These included the personnel
management (appointments, promotions, transfers, and censure), civil examinations, and the distribution
of tax remissions and disaster relief. In each of these cases, the bureaucracy was the real target audience,
and the curated release of such information was meant to prevent occurrences of administrative crime. In
theory, “a bit of knowledge” of the potential consequences dissuaded the official from malfeasance.”

The public functioned as a hypothetical audience and further safeguard in the open communications
system. In theory, any person could consult a gazette in order to verify the authenticity of a stated court
initiative, or even a more routine matter like an official appointment. As recently pointed out by Mark
McNicholas, the “fluid” nature of the Qing bureaucracy, which put officials into constant motion between
posts, created administrative complexity for the state and introduced openings for crime, especially
administrative fraud."' Appointees carried seals of office and other credentials meant to authenticate their
identities upon arrival at the local yamen. Still, such materials could be (and were) forged. The open
circulation of personnel appointments, both in the reproduction of recommendation memorials, and in the
monthly distribution of “appointment registers” (fenfa dan 7% ) provided a standard record against
which a suspicious individual might be judged. The transparent description of administrative crimes
offered the commoner population justification to lodge complaints against a problematic official.

Civil examinations likewise necessitated strategies of confidentiality and transparency. By nature,
the examinations attracted a great deal of public attention, and supervising officials feared interference
in the procedures of the exams.” Most important was maintaining the confidentiality of the process, both
in terms of the questions to be presented for examination candidates, and the identities of the candidates.
Therefore, a rule was established that the Grand Secretariat would only prepare a printed copy of the

40 Yuan Shouding ( R~FTE , 1705-1782), Tumin lu, in Guanzhen shu jicheng (Hefei: Huangshan shushe, 1997), 5:230.

41 Mark McNicholas, Forgery and Impersonation, 170.

42 Cf. descriptions of public protest of examination fraud in John R. Williams, "Fraud and Inquest in Jiangnan: The Politics of
Examinations in Early Qing China," (PhD Dissertation, University of California Berkeley, 2005), p.157-60, and p.223ff.



The State and the Street: Constructing Documentary Authority in Qing China I 101

examination questions for the final palace examination at dawn the day prior to the exam.* Examination
questions and lists also needed to be made public following the events. Lists were posted according to
the size of the province, but no later than twenty-five days following the exam’s completion.* Public
announcement of the topics covered in the examinations came later—for example, the questions for the
provincial “grace examinations” (en ke &} ) of 1770 (QL 35) were announced in the court gazettes in
the tenth month of 1771—more than a year after their occurrence.”

Finally, the publication of notices of tax relief owing to gestures of imperial benevolence or disaster
relief was both functionally and ideologically significant. Without the safeguard of the open distribution
of such information, what would prevent the local magistrate from failing to inform the local population
of such a policy, and continuing to collect (and pocket) taxes as usual? From time to time throughout the
dynasty, officials reported the omission of tax-related information from gazettes as a sign of collusion
between publishers and local officials. As noted by eighteenth-century missionary observers, the open
release of such information also helped bolster the court’s image, by assuring local populations that the
court paid consummate attention to the needs of the people, and furthermore by defining the emperor’s

benevolent attitudes towards his subjects.*

The Politics of Trust

The interaction of three main systems—secret, administrative, and open—thus defined the Qing
communications order. Communications was not simply a logistical matter, but a subject of the utmost
political importance. For this reason, when the Kangxi emperor began to articulate a distinctive ruling
style through his use and modification of imperial communications networks, this system was thrown into
disarray. Two chief aspects of the Kangxi emperor’s behavior in his later years created problems for the
balance between secrecy and publicity at court. First was the problem of orality. Kangxi habitually made
policy and conducted advisory meetings in court-room conversations conducted in multiple languages. He
often issued oral edicts which carried the force of law comparable to proclamations issued in writing."’” This
created confusion among scribes and secretaries about which orations held force and which did not. Kangxi
himself remained cognizant of these problems, railing, “Only when I personally inscribe a document with
99 48

my commands, responses, and annotations, and release this for review, do matters become fact.

A case published in the court gazette in 1717 illustrates the common confusion between oral and

43 References to this edict’s promulgation in QL 26 can be found in a number of procedural correspondence, for example
NGDK 287691-001 [QL 26/04/15].

44 Zi, Pratique des examens, 156-8.

45 Tizou shijian (Princeton University collection), QL 35/10/17. On official and private print editions of essays, see Benjamin
A. Elman, 4 Cultural History of Civil Examinations in Late Imperial China (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000),
400-3.

46 Contancin to Souciet, Dec. 2, 1725, in Lettres édifiantes et curieuses, 18:428-463.

47  See notes of conversations between Kangxi and his officials in the Qijuzhu. On the informality of court audiences in both
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, see Pierre-Etienne Will, “Views of the Realm in Crisis: Testimonies on Imperial
Audiences in the Nineteenth Century,” Late Imperial China 29, no.1S (2008): 125-159.

48 MEfARRE A S RAA - ERIEER ROV o EREEERTES > ENRET - OSL-KX, j.271, p.664a-b, KX 56/03/16.
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written genres among bureaucratic officials and scribes, as well as the growing importance of documentary
workers in the court hierarchy. In this case, a group of Hanlin officials relaxed outside the court diaries
office (Qijuzhu guan #EJEFEE ) one day, discussing imperial distributions of tax relief. One Chen Zhang
( F#¥E , dates unknown), asked his colleague Zhao Xiongzhao ( #H5E5H , 1663-1721) when an imperial
edict had been proclaimed on a recent relief request. Zhao had personal connections to the matter because
his father was the powerful head of the Board of Revenue, and although he felt unable to remember
precisely, he claimed certainty that the matter had transpired.” The group summoned a translation clerk
(bitieshi 252, ) to locate evidence in the archives of the court diaries office. The clerk promptly entered
the archives and found “in the waste-paper” records, a note about Kangxi’s conversations on the matter.
He wrote down the date in Manchu, and emerged from the archives to hand the item to his interlocutors.
Satisfied, the Hanlin officials took the record as proof, and later tore it into pieces and threw it away. In
fact, the emperor had issued no such ruling, and Kangxi was outraged to find out that the officials had sent
a clerk to copy items out of the archives to satisfy their own personal curiosities. Although the emperor
had considered such a request for tax relief, he had rejected it. Kangxi issued no edict, and the matter
was not publicized. Capital officials’ willingness to misconstrue oral conversations as documentary facts
challenged the sanctity of the administrative process. Meanwhile, scribal intermediaries deployed facility
with documents as a powerful asset in exchanges of sociability and intrigue alike.

Second, outside of the confines of the palace itself, the emperor’s expanded use of secret memorials
endangered the stability of the broader communications order. Simply put, secrecy attracted notice by
creating insecurity between communications partners. The imperial hierarchy of communications, in
which certain trusted officials participated in confidential exchanges with the emperor, mapped onto a
concept of bureaucratic politics based in personal relationships and allegiances. The emperor awarded
access to information as a prize for demonstrated service to the throne. Widespread awareness of the
existence of secret correspondence urged others to seek their own sources of information. The open
secret of confidential communications created a climate of distrust and placed strain on the personal
relationships and enmities that defined the late Kangxi reign.”

Kangxi’s communications with territorial officials reveal the ways the emperor used information
networks to reward and police loyalty. For example, in the contexts of a renewed military campaign
against the Zunghar Mongols in the summer of 1715, Kangxi had chosen two trusted Manchu officials,
Heseo (Ch. Heshou ##55 , 16??-1719), and Mamboo (Ch. Manbao Ji{# , 1673-1725), to receive curated
reports of the imperial response.”’ He reminded these officials that the inevitable rumors that swirled

around war could not be trusted, especially in the south. To HeSeo, he wrote, “You are a Manchu, and

49 Zhao Xiongzhao’s father, Zhao Shengqiao # FH % (1644-1720), was a famous official of the Kangxi reign. He served as
Board secretary for many years, and had previously served as financial administrator and governor in Jiangnan, so he bore a
clear interest in the case.

50 See Nancy E. Park, “Corruption in Eighteenth-Century China,” Journal of Asian Studies 56, no.4 (1997): 998-9; R. Kent Guy,
Qing Governors and Their Provinces: The Evolution of Territorial Administration in China, 1644-1796 (Seattle: University
of Washington Press, 2010).

51 A member of the Plain Yellow Banner, and the Aisin Gioro imperial lineage, Mamboo had been sent to the southern coast
after seventeen years in the metropolitan court, including a stint as editor of the court diaries. See Cai Xin’s funerary
inscription in Bei zhuan, v.4, j.68, p.796-99.
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I fear you might believe the heedless rumors that the Han disseminate, so [ have copied out a summary
of the real circumstances for your information.” > To Mamboo, he wrote, “Fujian is far away, and fake
reports (jiabao % ) of the various provinces are extremely numerous....””’ Kangxi’s messages to the
two Manchu officials drew attention to the uncertainty of local rumor and oral conversations in the south
even as he implied that written reports from the front were both trustworthy and freely available.
Although Mamboo and HeSeo received personal dispatches, other officials relied on official and
unofficial gazettes and conversations with their own networks to learn about the campaign. The shocking
news of a Mongol siege on the imperial garrison prompted Liu Yinshu ( &M , 1637-1723), governor
of southwestern Guizhou, to send his own memorial to the court. He urged Kangxi to delay a rumored
military expedition to the front. However, given the perceived risks of the Hami campaign, the Kangxi
court initially excluded information about it from the court-authorized gazette.* Thus, Liu drew on other,
riskier sources. Almost immediately, court advisors described Liu’s missive as uninformed and careless.

Kangxi lambasted the governor:

Liu Yinshu believed rumors and [unauthorized] gazettes and heedlessly submitted a memorial on
defining borders. He should really drop this business...Since Liu has not yet declined into old age,
let him ride a military horse to the front, and observe matters to his heart’s content. Only then should

he submit such advice.”

The emperor’s response mocked Liu for his gullibility and inability to discern fact from fiction.*

Despite his privileged relationship to the emperor Mamboo faced the same challenges as had Liu
Yinshu when it came to analyzing and authenticating reports about the western frontier.”” Nearly four
years after Kangxi sent him exclusive dispatches from Hami, Mamboo revealed that for years, the Fujian
capital communications liaison (zhujing titang Bt 52 ) had sent bad information from the capital.
Mamboo argued that Kangxi’s gift of confidential dispatches had actually intimidated this underling and
convinced him to send only materials authorized by the capital clerical offices (keya F:}7 ), rather than
unverified reports like those Liu Yinshu had unfortunately trusted.” Mamboo’s references to “intimidation”
implied uncertainty in his relationship with this capital representative, whom he had inherited as a
subordinate when he assumed the position of governor-general.

As it later came to light, Mamboo scorned the illicit transmissions of his capital liaison not because of

52 KMZZ,p.1018, KX 54.06.06.

53 KMZZ,p.1010, KX 54.05.08.

54 Presumably, Kuixu’s recent condemnation of spying at court also took effect in protecting the secrecy of military discussions
and documents.

55 QSL-KX, j.267, p.626a, (KX 55/03/27). Given that he lacked a privileged connection to the emperor, Liu Yinshu had most
likely solicited information from his capital liaison. Liu Yinshu reportedly made it as far as Barkol (Balikun [ZEE1H ), then
pleaded physical weakness and received some pardon from the emperor, who accepted his retirement. Qing shi gao, lie
zhuan, j.276.

56 Kangxi also scolded Liu Yinshu on multiple occasions for impropriety and carelessness in his memorializing practices.
McNicholas, Forgery and Impersonation, 24.

57 KMZZ, KX 58.03.06, 1374-5.

58 KMZZ,KX 58.03.06, p.1374-5.
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his own moral principles, but because he had other sources in the capital.” Mamboo’s personal networks
in the capital included family members and servants who intercepted imperial documents at various points
in the deliberative process and revealed their contents to their patron. The Yongzheng emperor condemned
these abuses as symptoms of the ill-advised qualities of the secret memorials system as conducted by his
late father. In the second year of his reign, Yongzheng issued a scornful rebuke of the temptations and
failings of the secret memorial system.” He used Mamboo’s crimes of employing relatives and friends to
intercept and spy on palace memorials as a structuring example to illustrate the danger of over-reliance
on personal trust in the secret communications system that his father had constructed.®' In principle,
trust enabled participants in a confidential exchange to speak of each and every matter candidly, leaving
nothing out. Yet, the use of secret communications in no way guaranteed mutual trust. The revelation
that two Manchu governors had entreated underlings to spy on secret communications therefore proved
their essential lack of mutual trust. Yongzheng condemned these actions: “These abuses originate in the
officials’ inability to trust themselves, and their resultant inability to trust their emperor. If their intentions
are thus, then what use are secret memorials?”*

The legacy of personal relationships in mediating imperial communications took its toll in
governance. Secret memorials, which had appeared to solve the problem of confidential communications
across vast and uncertain territory, introduced unforeseen complications. Between emperor and official, as
well as between provincial official and capital correspondent, the very secrecy of these communications
made it difficult to assess their truth. Although the emperor could balance the suspicions of his territorial
officials against each other, he could not account for their proclivity to use other networks, whether
bureaucratic or personal, to protect their vulnerabilities and advance their own interests. Especially in
times of war and political intrigue, the monarch could not rely on distant correspondents, but required

intimate consultation with close advisors in secure settings in order to guide the imperial helm.

Into the Eighteenth Century

The resulting communications reforms of the Yongzheng era defined clearer boundaries between
court offices and between the inner court and the outer bureaucracy. The emperor rejected large court
audiences, and met with advisors behind closed doors. By consolidating the six clerical offices (/iu
ke) within the Censorate, he sought to reduce the power of the censors by loading them down with
administrative work.” He convened successive informal councils to deal with pressing issues of the day,
including ongoing frontier campaigns and financial overhauls of the imperial bureaucracy. In 1727, the
fifth year of the Yongzheng reign, a Commission on Statutes (/ili guan Z{JEE ) proposed a schedule of

punishments for administrative crimes involving political information.* Drafted amid several frontier

59  Qing shi lie zhuan, j.12, p.36a-b.

60 The memorial foreshadowed Yongzheng’s famous 1725 publication “On Factions” (Yu zhi Pengdang lun).
61 Yongzheng also accused a second governor, the Shanxi governor Nuomin.

62 Qing shi lie zhuan, j.12, p.36a-b.

63 Huang, Autocracy at Work, 117-19.

64 Da Qing huidian (1725), j.166. This schedule does not appear in later editions of the Huidian.
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campaigns, the laws proposed less severe punishment for crimes committed in pursuit of personal
motives than those related to war and espionage. With regards to standards of confidentiality, the laws
imposed harsher punishments for the fabrication and distortion of official documents than for the leaking
of information from the palace, even materials drawn from secret correspondence or records of military
councils. While palace leaks could be disruptive and dangerous, they left intact the authority of the
documents themselves. Fraudulent memorials and edicts, on the other hand, undermined in the most
serious way the authority of the state and the documents that represented it.

The councils convened by the Yongzheng emperor formed the predecessors to the permanent and
powerful Grand Council, the members of which sat at the helm of court politics for the remainder of the

65

dynasty.” The Grand Council and its antecedents enjoyed expansive access to the monarch and oversight
over incoming and outgoing communications. Indeed, much of the power of the Council came from its
mediating role in the communications hierarchy. Whereas the Kangxi emperor had promised complete
secrecy to his palace memorialists, the Yongzheng emperor allowed key members of his councils to
collaborate in deliberating over and drafting responses to secret memorials. Responses authored by these
councils became known as “court letters” (tingji 1£27 ).* Court letters were sent directly to memorialists like
imperial responses to secret memorials, and were not ordinarily made available for public review. However,
as provincial officials increasingly chose to enclose their most important messages in palace memorials, it
became necessary to find a more direct route for addressing these subjects in public-facing texts.

Under the Qianlong emperor, the Grand Council’s operations quickly became more formally
institutionalized, and the emperor allowed the Council to take over responsibilities that Yongzheng had
guarded zealously. By 1737, the Grand Council implemented regulations that allowed palace memorials to
be directly routed to the Grand Secretariat and relayed to the wider bureaucracy.”” These regulations made
it possible to directly publish excerpts from palace memorials in court gazettes, the purview of which had
previously been limited to routine memorials. The importance of this transition can be seen in the pages
of court gazettes and in transcribed records by readers.” From the mid-eighteenth century onwards, the
majority of communications presented in court gazettes were noted as memorials (zou Z= ), rather than
routine communications (# /& ). In this way, the formation of the Grand Council expanded readers’ access to
substantive policy discussion in the pages of the court gazette. From the Qianlong era onward, a substantial
portion of those communications processed by the Grand Council were eventually cleared for public review.

Successive administrations continued to grapple with the porous boundaries of secrecy within and
beyond the government communications order. To a certain extent, the pursuit of political intelligence

was a routine component of capital life, as liaisons dispatched by provincial officials, imperial princes,

65 As Beatrice Bartlett has demonstrated, these councils did not formalize into a permanent advisory board until the disbanding
of the temporary group that steered the ship during the first year of the Qianlong reign. Bartlett, Monarchs and Ministers,
166-7.

66 Bartlett, Monarchs and Ministers, 104-106.

67 Bartlett, Monarchs and Ministers, 157-8. The Grand Council records of palace memorials sent to the outer court (Wai yi dang
4N % F& ) may thus represent palace memorials available for publishing in the court gazette. This information can also be
adduced by combing the Suishou dengji.

68 One significant exception was communications from metropolitan boards, at least in the late Qianlong era. For tiben in
memorials, see Tizou shijian, QL 38/07/09; QL 40/07/02; QL 40/10/16 (National Diet Library, Tokyo).
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and other interested parties made inquiries, listened to conversations, and paid for documents. Into the
nineteenth century, Manchu princes and capital officials paid subordinates to make notes at the palace
gates in order to facilitate a speedy appearance at court when requested.” These intermediaries formed
natural connections to the public by spreading juicy information. In other cases, however, leaks were
exposed as a symptom of the state’s failure to provide information to subordinates and intermediaries
on how to deal with the introduction or expansion of state institutions whose operations impinged on
routines of old. Thus, when the Grand Council was inaugurated as a formal institution, capital liaisons for
a number of provinces became ensnared in a scheme to obtain unauthorized drafts by making payments to
clerks in exchange for leaked materials.” In each situation, the primacy of documentary communications

within the Qing political system gave these leaked materials currency and value.

Conclusion

Publicity, just as well as secrecy, can be used to promote state power. In describing the necessity
of open communications, Qing officials emphasized how these mediums improved the functionality,
order, and coordination of the state. In 1748, Guangdong governor Yue Jun ( % )& , 1704-1753) neatly
summarized that court gazettes were “created to illuminate for all the spectacular depth, breadth, and
clarity of governance, and follows the mandate that all parts [of the empire] should adhere to the same

71 . . .
7" In Yue Jun’s words, governance was taken up across the empire simultaneously. Distance

directives.
formed no obstacle to the coordinated execution of law and administration. In this description, the curated
release of state communications empowered the central state to confidently enact and disseminate a
unified vision of imperial administration. The Qing information order was built on the combination of
mechanisms for confidential communications, administrative reporting, and curated transparency.

Official texts and documents—whether held in classified archives, composed in routine and
collaborative processes, or circulated in gazettes—were important components of the Qing state’s assertion
of power. The open dissemination of state texts also provided the Qing court with a powerful strategy
for invalidating disruptive rumors and adverse accusations. The widespread knowledge of the imperial
communications system created by the direct reproduction of imperial texts in public forms like the
court gazettes tempted people to frame rumors and apocryphal stories and political attacks in the form of
official memorials. The state could then trace whether these memorials truly originated from the official
communications order. If not, the state had no need to address the subject of the text or its accusations—
it simply needed to cry “fake news.” The framing of “news” as something that could be defined as valid or
invalid on the basis of its form and authenticity had a powerful impact on the state’s mandate over public
information. Indeed, if making comparisons to the present era, we might reflect on modern media consumers’

willingness to accept information as truthful on the basis of its media packaging, rather than its contents.

69 Liu Wenhua, ed., “Jiaqing er shi si nian wanggong dachen tanting guanshi an dang’an,” Lishi dang’an no.2 (2016): 40-54.

70 FHA, LFZZ 03-0329-005, QL 01/04/04; Lii Xiaoxian =/ , “You guan Qingdai dichao de sange wenti 75 225 (CEEFDHY
=AML, Qingshi yanjiu no.1 (2000): 94.

71 FHA, Palace Memorials (ZPZZ), 04-01-01-0168-036, Yue Jun, QL 13/03/29.
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On the Liquid Revealing of New Media: A Case Study on
the Fake Photos of the 1998 Indonesia Riots
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From late imperial times, ethnic minority uprisings in the southwestern region of China often
became a difficult problem in governing the Empire’s frontier. Due to strategic considerations for national
defense, control of the southwestern frontier was an important policy that central government could ill
afford to overlook, even after China had entered the era of the People’s Republic. In this paper, I focus
on the many mass uprisings mainly led by the Miao ethnic group that occurred in southwestern China,
exploring rumors spread by leaders in the course of uprisings, the background in which they emerged,
and their channels of dissemination. Although there were occasionally disputes concerning different
religious elements, political factors and ethnic interests, many similarities can be found in the content of

these rumors and the course of events in an uprising. For this reason, by examining the “fake news” that
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emerged out of the succession of Miao-led uprisings, I reflect on the external pressures and internal fears
this southwestern Chinese ethnic group endured during its historical development. I also analyze how
these pressures and fears are reflected in their historical memory, triggering the many mass uprisings by

this ethnic group, and their impact.
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Rumors and Imagination Transplant:
A Study on Anti-Catholicism Incidents in the Late
Ming Dynasty
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Sun Xuliang 3 /8 5
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M 48 H BB S 5 o oL ¢ “Conflicts between Catholic Missionaries and Chinese people in the
Ming Dynasty” ~ “Heavenly Teaching or Evil Teaching: A Study on Anti-Christian Incident
in the Late Ming Dynasty” °

Abstract / THZ=

Ever since the first generation of Jesuit “Giants” represented by Matteo Ricci and Michele Ruggieri
were permitted to reside in China in 1583, the anti-Christian incidents had never been ceased in the Ming
dynasty. Apart from the 1616 Nanjing incident, there were abundant other relatively small-scale anti-
Christian incidents that occurred. As stated by Alvaro Semedo, there had already been 54 anti-Christian
incidents before the occurrence of Nanjing incident. Interestingly, by taking close look at all these
incidents, we can always see the emergence of various rumors and strange stories that were employed by
the opponents to attack missionaries as well as Catholicism. The image of missionaries that was created by
such rumors and strange stories altered in accordance with different requirements of opponents: trafficker,
adulterer, alchemist, spy, sorcery-performer, and so forth. Based on their different contents, these rumors
can be classified into 3 main categories with each focusing on different concerns: on counterespionage
(accuse missionaries of working as spies for Folangji, stealing state secrets and fostering rebellious
powers within China); on sexual misconducts (accuse missionaries of having sexual misconducts with
local women); and on sorcery-performing (accuse missionaries performing evil sorceries like alchemy,
consuming children, snatching organs, gathering people immediately without appointment and so on).
In this essay, I will first be specific on the main manifestation of each type of such rumors. Then the
questions like where did such rumors come from and why were they employed by opponents in their
attacks against missionaries will be particularly studied and analyzed. The conclusion of my analysis
on these rumors is that they were aroused by Chinese people’s imagination transplant decided by

missionaries’ identities as outsiders (foreigners and religious staff, not necessarily Catholic priests). By
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doing so, I am trying to challenge the traditional cliché in the analysis on the reasons of the initiation of
anti-Christian incidents which stressed a lot on the theoretical incompatibility between Confucianism and
Catholicism. Therefore, hope that I can offer different research perspectives on the study of Sino-Western

communication and confrontation.

H DA ES 8 B ZR B S Ry OB HYSE — IRk "ELN7 F 1583 £ AFELUK » BIRIBERE
FEEHA L BFRERE S - BESRG LB AT EMEBEIEREBNEERCE
54 K2 % » FEBEARKAIVNYRBENT - S —ERAHERER LR EE AL - TR
AN AR IS LG S ey RACEAVERE b mE R - BIEHREHFERLAFENPE
NIRT e~ Rt - R MBS o SRR E EEREMEE S F
Bl (GRS R SR B B AR B S N RA B E R FIMESE 52 IR R A et
MNAER F o e P g i Y 5 TTATIE A S S SRS “RRRE AURGRIESE -

WEsEEm s > JEEA S - REFEE > 520510 -

Please note: Conference papers are not formal publications. Please do not cite them without permission.



I ARG  BIDARE RIS R ) BRI
150 Manipulating the Media: News and “Fake News” in China since Early Modern Times

Chapter 1: Introduction

It is generally acknowledged that the event of Michelle Ruggieri and Matteo Ricci obtaining
permission to live and build residence in Zhaoqging ( 28 B¥ ) in 1583 representing the start of the third
wave of the Catholic missionaries entering into China. Under the guideline of Visitor Alexandro
Valignano as well as the unique creation of Ricci, Jesuits adopted a series of preaching strategies based on
the principle of cultural accommodation. In other words, Jesuits committed themselves to accommodating
to the social, cultural and intellectual tastes of the Chinese scholar-officials to arouse their curiosity, or
to gain their admiration and respect.' For instance, they changed their clothing from Buddhist gown to
Confucian clothing soon after they realized the fact that the social status of Buddhist monks was much
lower than Confucian literati and also the incompatibility between Buddhism and Catholicism. Besides,
they also devoted themselves to learning speaking Mandarin, and tried to tolerate the ritual practices of
honoring family ancestors as well as Confucian sages by considering them as secular rites. This strategy,
also called Limadou guiju ( FI[H#555#7%E ) by Emperor Kangxi turned out to be a tremendous success as
it not only allowed Catholicism to be introduced to Chinese people in a relatively smooth way without
aroused great antipathy among Chinese scholars and officials, but also cultivated several Confucian
Christians represented by the “three pillars of China Catholicism” Xu Guangqi ( #RY¢EL ), Yang Tingyun
(#%7£%5 ) and Li Zhizao ( 22734 ) who in turn made great contributions to the survival and development
of Catholicism in China.

Even though, countless persecutions against Catholic missionaries as well as Catholicism were
launched. By saying “countless” I am not referring to the persecutions occurred in the middle Qing’ or
late Qing dynasty’ , but those happened in the late Ming dynasty. Generally speaking, the 1616 Nanking
incident is usually considered as the first large-scale anti-Catholicism incident that ever occurred in
China which certainly becomes the research priority in this field. Moreover, some other anti-Catholicism
incidents which caught the attention of local government like the Nanchang incident and Fu’an incident
were also intensively studied by historians. However, as we know that right after Michelle Ruggieri and
Matteo Ricci residing in Zhaoqing in 1583, they encountered massive opposite voices, harassments and

even physical attacks from their opponents, and there were quite a few times that they were confronted

1 Zhang Qiong, Cultural Accommodation or Intellectual Colonization: A Reinterpretation of the Jesuit Approach to
Confucianism during the Late Sixteenth and Early Seventeenth Centuries, Harvard University Ph.D. Dissertation, 1996, p.7.

2 In the middle Qing dynasty, Emperor Yongzheng officially classified Catholicism into the category of xiejiao and thus
Catholicism lost official protection. During the reign of Emperor Qianlong the first anti-Catholicism incident that resulted
in the capital punishment of Catholic missionary occurred in Fu’an, Fujian province. Launching anti-Catholicism incidents
has already become a politically correct behavior. As to the detailed information of the situation of Catholicism during the
prohibition period, Please see Zhang Ze ( 5% ), Qingdai jinjiaoqi de tianzhujiao JEREEZHAN K F 1 [Catholicism during
the Prohibition Period in the Qing Dynasty] (Taipei: Guanggqi chubanshe, 1992).

3 In the late Qing dynasty the term “anti-Christian” could actually be replaced by “anti-imperialism” or “anti-aggression”
as Christian missionaries were seen as accomplice or even daring vanguard of the evil western imperialism. As to the
quantitative analysis of the anti-Christian incidents in the late Qing dynasty, please see Chen Yinkun [$R £ , Qingji minjiao
chongtu de lianghua fenxi 1860-1899 j5ZF RFEZEHIRLITH7T 1860-1899 [Quantitative Analysis on the Conflicts between
Commoners and Christianity in the Qing Dynasty 1860-1899] (Taipei: Taiwan shangwu yinshuguan, 1991); Su Ping &£55 ,
Yaoyan yu jindai jiaoan % = ¥ 3T X, % 2 [Rumors and Anti-Christianity Cases in Modern Times] (Shanghai: Yuandong
chubanshe, 2001).
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with dangerous situation of being expelled and the mission being stifled. Alvaro Semedo stated that
“counting those which are related in the book of Father Trigaultius, and others which are not set
down there, till the persecution of Nankim, I found them in all to be fifty four, the greatest part were
at the beginning, and in the Province of Canton, which as it is a passage to the rest, may be called the
Promontory of Torments.””* And only in Della entrata Ricci narrated more than 20 such incidents that had
ever occurred to missionaries during his stay in China. Taking closer look at these persecutions, many
of them were initiated or intensified by various kinds of rumors suspecting the identities of missionaries
or accusing them of conducting evil behaviors. Usually one rumor was capable enough to arouse a
persecution against missionaries.

Based on different manifestations of these rumors, 3 main categories can be delineated with each
focusing on different concerns: rumors about espionage (accuse missionaries of working as spies for
Folangji (a term addressing Portuguese and Spanish in the Ming dynasty {#E} % ), stealing state secrets
and fostering rebellious powers within China); rumors about sexual misconduct (accuse missionaries
of seducing or having sexual misconducts with local women); and rumors about sorcery-performing
(accuse missionaries of performing sorceries like alchemy, consuming children and snatching organs,
assembling people immediately without appointment). In these rumors, the images of missionaries altered
in accordance with different requirements of opponents: spies, human traffickers, followers of rebellious
xiejiao (heterodoxy teaching 4% ), adulterers, alchemists, evil sorcery-performers, and so forth. In
this essay, I will first be specific on the main manifestation of each type of the rumors. Then questions
like where did such rumors come from, why were they employed by opponents in their attacks against
missionaries and how did the imagination transplant function during such process will be particularly

studied and analyzed.

Chapter 2: Rumors about espionage

Rumors accusing missionaries of threatening stability and security of local area or even the entire
society were the most frequently employed by opponents, especially in the very early stage of Catholic
mission in China. For instance, as soon as Matteo Ricci and Michelle Ruggieri started to build residence
and church on the piece of land that was granted by local officials in Zhaoging and Shaozhou ( M ),
rumors were circulated around. Some suspected that these foreign missionaries would base their newly
built residence to accommodate more foreigners and made Zhaoqing the second Macau where the
foreigner were too many to drive away.” While some directly accused missionaries of constructing no
residence but a blockhouse where an army of 40 foreigners were harbored there.® Sometimes the rumors
circulated so widely and affected so many people that even the officials (both protectors and opponents

of Jesuits) had to deal with it seriously. For example, it is generally accepted that the reason why the

4 Alvaro Semedo, English translation version, The History of That Great and Renowned Monarchy of China (London: John
Crook, 1655), 174.

5  Matteo Ricci, Yesuhui yu tianzhujiao jinru zhongguo shi B SR BRI 0 A P[5 |, trans. Wen Zheng SZ§F (Beijing: The
Commercial Press, 2017), 98.

6  Ibid., 180.
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governor-general of Guangdong and Guangxi provinces, Liu Jiwen ( 2/ 4 <2 ) expelled Jesuits out of
Zhaoging was because that he sought to occupy their residence and build his own memorial temple.’
However, in the newly discovered biography of Matteo Ricci written by a local official, Liu Chengfan (£
7T, the actual reason was that Liu Jiwen planned to initiate a military operation against Macau and in
case of divulging this military secret he had to dislodge missionaries out of Zhaoqing where the official
residence of governor-general of Guangdong and Guangxi provinces was at back then.”

The most typical example of such rumors which ended up with a large-scale panic and scare
should be the so-called “Incident of Lazarus Cattaneo”. During the preparation for defending Macau
from Dutch invasion, the Portuguese strengthened their military defense and it aroused the suspicion of
Chinese who regarded it as a signal of attacking China. At that point a rumor was circulated widely in
Guangdong province, saying that because Lazzaro Cattaneo was familiar with social situation in China
and also had been to the two capitals (Nanking and Peking), so he would be the leader of a Portuguese
army whose aim was to overthrow Ming court and take over the entire China. Besides, it was also said
that two assistive armies from India and Japan would help him to conquer China.’ Ridiculous as it may
sound today, but it was seriously considered as truth and aroused a large-scale anti-Catholicism incidents
chaos. The governor-general of Guangdong and Guangxi provinces even dispatched large amounts of
armies to defend seacoast and emptied the houses outside of city wall. He also shut down all commercial
connections with Macau. This incident quieted down only after quite a while. With the privileges granted
by Padroado, all Jesuits who were dispatched to Far East pursuing world evangelization, had to sail to
Macau by the ships belonging to Portuguese King. And Macau is the only officially allowed access to
China. So when realized that the foreign missionaries came from Macau, Chinese people took them as
Folangji as well. However, the image of Folangji was extremely notorious due to the military conflicts
and misbehaviors in Chinese coastal areas. Therefore, in the early stage of Catholic mission, what really
troubled Matteo Ricci and his colleagues was not their identity as Catholic missionaries, but as people
of Folangji. Such situation was fully realized by Matteo Ricci who used to say that that he and other
missionaries should reduce or at least seemingly cut off contacts with Macau so that it would not arouse
suspicion of Chinese."

Apart from collusion with outsiders to conquer China, there were also rumors claiming missionaries
cultivating and supporting rebellious forces inside China.

In December 1607, after days of planning and preparing, Liu Tianxu ( #°K4% ) a vagrant who
was born in Yongcheng county, Henan province, was ready to initiate an insurgency in Nanking while

the officials were paying respect and reverence to the royal mausoleum. However, a domestic servant

7 Ibid., 139-145.

8  Tang Kaijian ed. 55H7E , Limadou mingqing zhongwen wenxian ziliao huishi F1¥E 55 HHE th 32 SZRRERHERE [Collection
and Interpretation of Ming and Qing Chinese Documents about Matteo Ricci] (Macau SAR: Instituto Cultural; Shanghai:
Chinese Classics Publishing House, 2017), 5.

9  Ricci, Yesuhui yu tianzhujiao, 399; Semedo also recorded the incident in his The History of That Great and Renowned
Monarchy of China, 190.

10 Henri Bernard, Tianzhujiao shiliu shiji zaihua chuanjiao zhi K- F3+ 7540 EFE{EFHZE [Catholic Mission in China in the
16" Century], trans. Xiao Ruihua 2}%%£ (Shanghai: Shangwu yinshuguan, 1937), 234.
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betrayed confidence to the officials, so Liu and his followers were caught before any actual behavior had
ever been done."' Two officials, Ding Bin ( ] & ) and Zhou Kongjiao ( EFL% ), who were involved in
this incident had very detailed narration in their memorials to the central court.'” Actually, this plotted
insurgency per se had nothing special and did not differ much from other traditional peasant rebellions
in Chinese history and was a typical peasant uprising initiated under the name of xiejiao. However,
what made this one so special is that there were rumors saying that the missionaries and converts were
also participators of this incident. It caused scares among converts and some even hid the holy icon (so
that they would not be arrested by the officials).” The place of this plotted insurgency was Nanking, the
second capital of the Ming court and a place with very significant political status and symbolic meaning.
According to the statistics of the situation of mission in Nanking, the numbers of converts doubled each
year, resulting in a developing upsurge.'* Shen Defu ( 7 {1 ) stated that, “nowadays the followers of
the reaching of Matteo Ricci can be seen everywhere in China, especially in Jinling (ancient name for
Nanking)." Moreover, in 1611, a very magnificent church was built in Nanking, which caused a sensation
of the whole city.'® As a consequence of quick development of Catholicism in Nanking, the initiation,
development and circulation of rumors were easier to arise. In collecting “evidences” of missionaries
launching or participating rebellious activities in Nanking, Shen Que ( 7 ¥ % ), the main initiator of
1616 Nanking anti-Catholicism incident adopted the “testimony” offered by a neighbor of missionaries.

“In many evenings of that year (1616), in the name of sacrament the missionaries convened a
gathering that was constituted of thousands of men and women and only dissolved and went back home
at the break of dawn. Each new convert would be registered on a roster and were given 5 ducats that were
made by alchemy. After being accepted they would be given strange foreign names and were taught to
make the sign of cross for the sake of distinguishing themselves from others when revolt occur. Moreover,
they were caught of hiding weapons in their houses...”"’

As we know that many of the peasant rebellions in imperial China were held under the cloak of
religions or popular beliefs since the Wudoumi jiao (Five-Dous of Rice Teaching 713}->K#( ,) in the late
Eastern Han dynasty. Before the arrival of foreign missionaries, there had already been many insurrections
that were initiated in the name of popular beliefs, including Bailian jiao (White Lotus Teaching 3
21,), Wuwei jiao (Non-Action Teaching fif /5% ,), etc. in the Ming dynasty. The above-mentioned farce

of Liu Tianxu rebellion is a typical example of such xiejiao-related peasant uprising as Liu proclaimed

11 Shen Defu JI{EFT , Wanli yehuo bian 5 & #7145 [Private Historical Records of Wanli Period] (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju,
1997), 755.

12 Ding Bin T2 , “Qinhuo yaofan gizheng dianxing shu” $&&E#I0 Z IFHLHi [Memorials of the Capture of Criminals and
Appealing for Severe Punishment] in Dingginghuigong yiji 1 JEE/\E%E , vol. 1 Imperial Memorials, 9-15; Zhou Kongjiao
FEFLEL, “Niyao jiugin shu” 2K 5H85T [Memorials of the Capture of Rebellious Criminal] in Zhouzhongcheng shugao f&
TR Bl , vol.6, 4a-12b.

13 Ricci, Yesuhui yu tianzujiao, 458.

14 1Ibid., 590.

15 Shen Defu, Wanli yehuo bian, 783.

16  Augustinus M. Colombel, Jiangnan chuanjiao shi 1. 5§ 18 % 52 [History of Catholic Mission in Jiangnan], trans. Zhou
Shiliang fE{H F (Taipei: Fu Jen Catholic University Press, 2009), 150.

17 Alvaro Semedo, The History of That Great and Renowned Monarchy of China, 252.
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himself as Wuwei jiaozhu (hierarch of the Non-Action Teaching 5% ¥ ) and Longhua diwang
(emperor of Longhua FEZE7; T ) and his mistress, a widow self-claimed as the Guanyin (Avalokitesvara
B )." Associating such a xiejiao relevant peasant rebellion with Catholic missionaries demonstrated
that the phenomenon of classifying Catholicism into the category of xiejiao was pretty common in the
Ming dynasty. In History of Ming, the compiler quoted from an official of the Ming dynasty who actually
participated the 1616 Nanking incident, “in Nanking, Alfonso Vagnoni and Emmanuel Diaz had perplexed
more than 10,000 people and thousands of them participating in gathering... Nowadays they assembled
at night and dispersed at dawn just like what the White Lotus Teaching and Non-Action Teaching did.”"”
Some even commented that Catholicism was actually worse than those traditional xiejiao, “the White
Lotus Teaching and Non-Action Teaching were only trifling problems that did not have to worry too
much; the Catholicism in China was the real heterodoxy teaching. What made me sigh, wail and whine is
that there was even no man denouncing it.”>

In order to respond and contradict rumors of Catholicism being identical to Chinese xiejiao, Yang
Tingyun particularly wrote an article to distinguish them. In The Owl and the Phoenix Do Not Sing
Together, Yang listed 14 distinctions between Catholicism and xiejiao among which 6 of them were
directly related to the issue of local stability and security.”’ Moreover, due to the fact that Shen Que had
already blocked the channels to submit memorials to the throne, the missionaries and their followers
decided to write and send out “guardian leaflets” among commoners in Xi’an. In this articles, Diego de
Pantoja and Sabatino de Ursis listed 24 types of rumors that missionaries suffered since their arrival in
China and refuted each and every one of them in a detailed way. And some were directly linked to the
accusation of missionaries doing the xiejiao deeds.”

Maintaining local security and stability was always the primary task of each dynasty in imperial
period, so rumors of missionaries spying Chinese military and geographical information, hiring more
foreigners coming to China and cultivating and supporting rebellious activities always functioned

effectively in arousing suspicion and hostility against missionaries. Just as demonstrated in three imperial

18 Zhou Kongjiao, Zhongzhongcheng shugao, 5a-6b.

19 Zhang Tingyu et al. ed., Mingshi {5 [History of Ming] (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1974), vol. 326, 8460.

20 Xia Guiqi EBi¥ ed., Shengchao poxieji BEFHRHEE [Collection of Essays on Expelling Evilness in Current Dynasty] (Hong
Kong: Alliance Bible Seminary, 1996) 152.

21 They are: (members of) evil teachings gather together at night and disperse at dawn, and hide themselves extremely
mysteriously ” FPZ IR SR - sk EESEFL” ; all allured by evil teachings are rural silly commoners “ 2 ffs% » B E
B " ; evil teachings collect money to profit themselves or to conspire malicious deeds * FiZgiEE E 1 » 2 DAEE
HEZE 7 evil teachings stress the introduction of members and make them restrain each other “ i A 5 [# - ZHHLYH
Being admitted by evil teachings requires serious vows and the secret languages that are taught by evil teachings. It shall
never be revealed to people who do not belong to them “ ¥ A PGS IT EEE » FT{EIRE 258 > SEIERMEEINZ A7
evil teachings start with instigating crowds and conspire rebellious acts against the state “ FZ AR R » RHEE AR
#f, 7. See Yang Tingyun #57£55 , “Xiaoluan bubingming shuo” 5585 [1&%7 [The Owl and Phoenix Do not Sing Together]
in Tianzhujiao dongchuan wenxian xubian R T HR{H S §R4E 4R (Taipei: xuesheng shuju, 1966), 37-47.

22 Rumors of accusing Catholicism being identical to xiejiao includes “assembling large crowds with sorceries”, “men and
women indiscriminately mingling together”, “heretical belief corrupting politics” “acting in the way of the White Lotus
Teaching to deceive and mislead ignorant commoners”, etc. See Diego de Pantoja and Sabatino de Ursis “Jujie” H. 5§
[Announcement] in Nicolas Standaert, Adrian Dudink and Zhu Pingyi i % — et al ed., Xujiahui cangshulou mingqing
tianzhujiao wenxian 152 e SIS K FECCHE (Taipei: Fangji chubanshe ,1996) 71-140.
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memorials presented by Shen Que, when he did not receive any reply from the emperor after presenting
the first memorial (usually the sign of rejecting the petition), Shen Que submitted two more memorials
consecutively. Apparently, the emphasis in the last two memorials shifted a lot from stressing the defense
of Confucian orthodoxy to emphasizing the potential dangers and threats that brought by missionaries.”
Eventually he succeeded in drawing the attention of the central court and carrying out his persecution

against missionaries.

Chapter 3: Rumors about Sexual Misconduct

Apart from the rumors concentrating the potential threats that might lead to security issues, the one
accusing missionaries having improper relations with local women were also widely spread and accepted
in the late Ming dynasty. Among D. E. Mungello’s 8 basis of Chinese anti-Christian feeling, 2 of them
(seducing women; insisting monogamy and attacking concubinage) are directly linked with the issue of
women.™*

Even though scholars like Dorothy Ko devoted much to the study of women'’s history for the purpose
of repudiating the image of victimized women in Chinese history and shaping a new view on China
gender history by means of emphasizing the activity space and self-determination enjoyed by women
within the norm of Confucian gender system,” it is still undeniable that women’s social status in the
Ming dynasty was very low, at least in the eyes of some Western authors who might or might not actually
go to China. Their descriptions of Chinese women were quite alike. “Chinese women live their lives in
isolation. No one actually saw them stood by the doors or windows. If their husbands invited people for
dinner, they would never sit by the table unless the invitees were their parents or best friends. When they
had to visit their parents or close relatives, they would sit in a sedan chair that was covered by curtains
so that other people could not see them”.”® Similar description can also be found in Tractado em que
scecotam muito por estéso as cousas da China, and Relacion de las cosas de China que propriamente
se llama Taybin, the contents of which include the introduction to Chinese social customs and situations.
The authors of them even commented that ... so that one could not see one single woman in the entire

27 . .
”*"and “women were isolated from outside

9928

Guangzhou city except some frivolous households or hussies
world and were chaste. We could barely see women in cities or big towns except for some aged ladies.
As to the reasons of isolating women from the outside, N. Spataru Milescu and Jodo de Barros attributed

23 As to the detailed analysis on Shen’s memorial, please see Adrian Dudink, “Nonggong Shudu (1620), Poxie Ji and Western
Reports on the Nanjing Persecution (1616/1617)” in Monumenta Serica: Journal of Oriental Studies (Oxford: Rotledge,
2000), vol. 48, 133-265.

24 D. E. Mungello, The Great Encounter of China and the West, 1500-1800, (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2009)
58-59.

25 Dorothy Ko, Teachers of the Inner Chambers: Women and Culture in Seventeenth-Century China (Stanford University Press,
1994).

26 Gonzilez de Mendoza, Zhonghua dadiguo shi F1FEKFE S trans. He Gaoji {o] =% (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1988) 17-
18.

27 Juan Gaspar da Cruz, Zhongguo zhi FE[& in Charles R. Boxer ed., Shiliu shiji zhongguo nanbu xingji -7~ 40 1 5 Fg 2
174C trans. He Gaoji (Beijing: Zhongguo shuju, 1990), 13.

28 Mardin de Rada, Ji daming de zhongguo shiqing G0 KBV EIZE1E in Boxer, Shiliu shiji zhongguo nanbuxingji, 201.
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it to the “jealousy” of Chinese males.” Obviously, it was not merely caused by Chinese men’s jealousness
but it was the product of the entire gender system under the Confucian patriarchal social order. In this
way, the adultery was considered felony which led to serious punishment or even capital punishment
in imperial China. Therefore, under such situation the contact between missionaries and local women
became extremely difficult and sensitive. For fear of causing any unnecessary problem, missionaries
decided to simplify or alter some rituals. For instance, they set up separate halls particularly for women
and preaching sermons to women with barriers separating them away. Besides, priests had to use tweezers
rather than their thumbs to anoint women converts and when conducting unction, pelma and waist could
be skipped over.”” And also, they were told to perform confession only in special places where they could
be easily monitored by males.”

Discreet and cautious as they were, even such infrequent contacts with women still aroused lots
of rumors. The first one occurred soon after Michelle Ruggieri and Matteo Ricci residing in China.
An impious converter made up a couple of lies for taking advantages of missionaries and when he was
arrested, he spread rumors of Michelle Ruggieri fornicating with a local woman and her husband, one
of the conspirator of this slander, brought lawsuit against him. Soon the incident quieted down and
the slanders were punished severely because Ruggieri was out to Guangxi province when the “crime”
occurred.” The other incident happened to Nicholas Longobardi who was charged with committing
adultery with a local woman in Shaozhou. It turned out to be a case of blackmailing missionaries.” Both
of these two incidents were aroused by rumors of having improper sexual relations with local women and
were proved to be initiated for blackmailing priests for some money.

With more women converted into Christian and started to become a significant part of China
Catholic society, the increasing contacts between missionaries and local women supplied more space for
the rumors. In one imperial memorial of Shen Que, he stated that “... To those deceived ones, it was not
hard for them to offer their wives and children as tributes. As to anointing and sprinkling with holy water,
all women accepted them easily”.** In another anti-Catholicism work called Xiedu jishi ( { F3T4CE ) ),
the author recorded that “there were philters in their churches. They would distribute them to converted
women whose breast and secret places shall first be touched. Then they would conduct sexual intercourse
to show their evil powers to women so that they would follow them firmly”.”* Similar narration can also
be found in Quyi zhiyan ( (MEFRE ) ), “Whether married or not, the beautiful ones would be picked

29 N. Spataru Milescu, Zhongguo manji FE)E5C trans. Jiang Benliang %4~ E and Liu Fengyun HlJE\## (Beijing: Zhonghua
shuju, 1990), 44; Jodo de Barros et al., Shiliu shiji putaoya wenxue zhongde zhongguo —+ 7~ 40 &%) oF SCE iy E] trans.
He Gaoji, (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2013), 32.

30 Zhou pingping fEESE , “Mingmo qingchu chuanjiaoshi dui funv de xuanjiao” BHAE FEHE - EHm LA E 2L [Preaching
among Chinese women by Missionaries of the Late Ming and Early Qing Periods] in Funv yanjiu luncong [Collection of
Women Studies] 6 (2002), 30.

31 Eugenio Menegon, Ancestors, Virgins and Friars: Christianity as a Local Religion in Late Imperial China (Cambridge:
Harvard University Asia Center for the Harvard-Yenching Institute, 2009), 305.

32 Riccl, Yesuhui yu tianzhujiao, 125.

33 Ibid., 406-407.

34 Xia Guiqi, Shengchao poxieji, 97.

35 Ibid., 180.
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up either to do households in the yard of the church or to serve Liaoshi (Jesus &K, ) and were sexually
infringed by the priests”.” The way they described it was as if they were the witnesses of such obscene
scenarios.

If these rumors were products of personal behavior from those who held resentment against
missionaries, then the incidents below are collective behaviors which revealed how rumors of improper
sexual relations was able to arouse collective resentment and reaction.

Matteo Ricci recorded a parade in Shaozhou comprised of a bunch of actors coming from Macau.
The theme of this parade was to mock Portuguese of doing something that they regarded as stupid
and vulgar. Besides, Catholicism was also the target as the actors drew pictures of men and women
indiscriminately mingling together which prompted derisive laughter among the audience.’” In Hechos
de la Orden de Predicadores en el Imperio de la China, the author recorded a similar masquerade in
which “over 300 men dressed in Christian costumes, some posing as women”. The masquerade was full
of insults against missionaries, converts and Christianity. The highlights came on stage when a character
dressed as a women and kneeled before the phony friars. She begged to be baptized and got undressed
under the command of the friars. They acted the story of Virgin Mary and ridiculed pregnancy while
remaining virginity. Then the friars told the woman that she has already been a beata so that he could
“embraced her and engaged in other amorous and obscene actions”.”®

After arriving in China, Catholic missionaries claimed to remain unmarried for the purpose
of devoting themselves to the work of evangelization. They fiercely attacked the phenomenon of
concubinage in China and insisted the monogamy, which once became the biggest obstacle for those
who intended to convert but did not want to abandon their concubines. Almost all the famous Confucian
converters, like Xu Guangqi, Yang Tingyun, Li Zhizao, Wang Zheng ( £{# ) and so forth, considered
it as the most difficult requirement of conversion. For instance, Xu Guangqi once said that, “there is no

difficulty of following the Ten Commandments, but only remaining monogamy is the hardest.”””

Yang
Tingyun once complained that, “Catholicism is so heartless that it cannot even accept one concubine.
Buddhism is nothing like that.””** By persisting monogamy, the missionaries created a lust-free image of
themselves. Thus when missionaries were accused of committing adultery, their erotic image that was
created by opponents made a sharp contrast with their self-claimed chaste and lust-free image. And such
striking contrast functioned effectively in arousing detestation of Chinese people. As criticized by Zhong
Shisheng ( ##%6%¢ ) that, “Those missionaries claimed themselves as people who would never have

sexual behavior or get married, but they propagandize the saying of holy water and induced our silly men

36 Ibid., 176.

37 Ricci, Yesuhui yu tianzhujiao, 330.

38 Riccio, Hechos de la Orden de Predicadores en el Imperio de la China, quoted from Eugenio Menegon, Ancestors, Virgins,
and Friars, 59-60.

39 Huang Yinong & —f& , Liangtou she: Mingmo qingchu de diyidai tianzhujiaotu W§EERE @ BHZRIE #IAYEE — K EHAE
[Two-headed Snakes: The First Generation of Catholics in the Late Ming and Early Qing Periods] (Xinzhu: Guoli Qinghua
daxue chubanshe, 2005), 76.

40 Julius Aleni, “Yangqiyuan xiansheng shiji” #5IHE S04 M5 [Biography of Yang Tingyun] in Nicolas Standaert et al.
ed., Xujiahui cangshulou, 218-222.
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. 41
and women to do obscene behaviors.”

From the rumors about sexual misconducts, we can see the development process of anti-Catholicism
incidents in the late Ming dynasty: In terms of content, from the simple accusation of adultery to the
accusation of men and women indiscriminately mingling together; in terms of the form of persecution,
from personal slander to collective smear, in terms of objective, from simply blackmailing missionaries to

classifying Catholicism into the category of xiejiao and expelling them away from China.

Chapter 4: Rumors about Sorcery-Performing

China is a country taking ghost culture seriously. The spirits worship influenced by primitive
animism pervades the entire civil society since ancient times. In the Ming dynasty, even though its first
emperor, Zhu Yuanzhang, took Confucianism as the ruling ideology, but when coming to the issue of
guishen (ghosts and gods Y21 ) he did not follow the standard of Confucianism but insisted the existence
of all spirits though not encouraging to worship all of them.” Under such atmosphere together with the
ghost culture that came down all the way from ancient times, the existence of various spirits was widely
accepted by commoners and even literati. Besides, due to the close connection between these spirits and
human lives, evil spirits impairing people’s health and even lives was considered as conceivable and was
very likely to happen. In Telling Stories: Witchcraft and Scapegoating in Chinese History, Bernard J. ter
Haar pointed out that the inherent collective fear of Chinese on various rumors and strange stories related
to “demons” could easily arouse disorders and chaos among local society and sometimes collective
response in the manner of violence. The “demon” here does not refer to the concept of devil in the
discourse of Christianity but the one in the Chinese sense that mainly comprises of rengui (human ghost
A ) which refers to the ghosts transformed from human beings or ghosts with human nature or shape;
wuguai (object monster ¥ ) as a reflection of animism which propose the existence of spirits in each
and every things, and such spirits can be sensed by humans and can even affect or hurt humans;* and one
more that [ prefer to call as yaoren (demon human %k A ) which refers to those who possess magical or
supernatural powers and can perform sorceries onto normal people to achieve certain goals like caisheng
zhege (dismembering living bodies and snatching out organs SEFTE( ). According to this book, during
the 19" century Western missionaries, and their associates, came to be identified as the primary suspects
in cases of strange stories and rumors, largely replacing earlier scapegoats, such as travelling beggars,
monks and the other outsiders.* In other words, initiating and spreading rumors demonizing missionaries
in the late Qing dynasty was a behavior projecting their inherent scares of rengui, wuguai and yaoren onto
foreign missionaries whenever they saw conducts by missionaries that could not be well explained by

their old knowledge framework. As a matter of fact, such scapegoating theory can also be well applied to

41 Zhong Shisheng §# 4% , “Tianxue zaizheng” K &% F§ ff{ [Another Criticism on Catholicism] in Tianzhujiao dongchuan
wenxian xubian, 939-942.

42 Chen Baoliang (%% B , Mingdai shehui shenghuo shi Bt & 4755 [History of Social Life in the Ming Dynasty] (Beijing:
China Social Science Press, 2004), 489.

43 See Pu Muzhou i 5= ed., Guimei shenmo: Zhongguo tongsu wenhua cexie 529k B @ 1 [e7 38 1A CALHI 5T [Ghosts,
Demons, Deities and Mara: A View of Chinese Common Culture] (Taipei: Maitian, 2005), 8, 21.

44 Bernard J. ter Haar, Telling Stories: Witchcraft and Scapegoating in Chinese History (Leiden: Brill, 2006), 154.
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analysis of rumors in the anti-Catholicism incidents in the late Ming dynasty.

Alchemy is generally considered started during the Spring and Autumn Period and Warring States
Period” and was still very popular in the Ming dynasty, not only among commoners but was also favored
by literati and even the emperor.*® In China, alchemy is composed of waidan (external pill, ¥M7 ) which
proposes using natural mines as raw materials to extract medicine to prolong life-span or precious metal
like gold and silver, and neidan (internal pill, [N} ) which emphasizes the power of willingness to
form intangible spiritual dan within their bodies. The alchemy here mainly refers to waidan. Conducting
alchemy was usually considered as exclusive task of religious staff, especially Taoists who were able
to perform occult techniques that was too mysterious to be understood by commoners. Alchemy was
considered as originated from witchcraft in the ancient times and it had close connection with supernatural
elements. Moreover, it is generally considered that the ingredients and materials of performing alchemy
included a wide range of objects among which human body was usually said to be a significant one. For
instance, the Old Book of Tang recorded that in the 9" year of Dahe (835), there was a rumor circulating
in capital city saying that Zhe Zhu ( &f;F ) dispatched forces to capture children and gouge out their
hearts and livers for the sake of refining golden dan for the emperor.”” Similar examples can also be
found in novels of the Ming society. For instance in the Journey to the West ( { 5#%aC ) ) a story of an
evil Taoist persuading a King to use the hearts of 1111 children as ingredients of alchemy to enhance the
effectiveness of medicine was told.* All these characters made alchemy a mysterious and sometimes evil
art that could only be handled by people with magical power in the eyes of commoners.

When Michelle Ruggieri and Matteo Ricci lived in Zhaoqing, rumors of missionaries excelling in
alchemy was already in wide circulation. Ricci recorded that, “We have mentioned it elsewhere that many
Chinese people were enthusiastic about alchemy which almost drove them crazy. In their mind, employing
a sort of herb that could only be found in foreign countries could turn mercury into silver. As we (the
missionaries) were the only foreigners here, they initiated rumors saying that we had such herb and knew
the secret of alchemy... They found that missionaries lived a simple life, neither begging for charity nor
doing any serious business (yet still lived a relatively wealthy life), so they suspected us using the herb
to make large amounts of silvers.””’ Actually, many scholars and officials in the Ming dynasty including
Xu Shijin ( #30%3#E ), Fang Hongjing ( /754%% ), Shen Defu ( 7T ), Yao Lv ( %k} ), Yuan Zhongdao
( F=IE ), Fei Yuanlu ( &0k ), Su Weilin ( # 5% ) and so forth who had or had not ever met Matteo
Ricci personally left records of Ricci and other missionaries being able to perform alchemy or what they
called as huangbai zhishu (sorcery of gold and silver, & [ 2 {ff ). Moreover, the first famous Chinese

45 See Chen Guofu FEEITT , Daozang yanliu kao )5 [Studies on the origins and development of the Taoist Canon]
(Beijing; Zhonghua shuju, 1963), 371.

46 The best example is Emperor Jiajing ( 525 E77 ) who had the earnest beliefs in techniques of immortality and energetically
encouraged Taoism and alchemy. See Cheng Zhigiang F2:&5% , “Mingshizong chongdao yanjiu” BHH 25280158 [A Study
of Shizong’s Worshipping Taoism in the Ming Dynasty] in Journal of Nanjing Xiaozhuang College, 1 (2001), 71-75.

47 Liu Xu 2[4 et al. ed., Jiutang shu &R [Old Book of Tang] (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1975), vol. 37, 1375.

48 Wu Chengen 7&K &, Xiyou ji, FE#EEC [Journey to the West] (Beijing: Renmin wenxue chubanshe, 2005), 946.

49  Ricci, Yesuhui yu tianzhujiao, 124.

50 Their works are Jiuzi ji ( {NEZLEE) ), Qianyi lu ( {T—%%) ), Wanli yehuo bian ( (EJEEVELSR) 27), Lushu ( (FEE)
453), Kexuezhai ji ( {3HIEE) 459), Jiaxiuyuan ji ( {FAFEEEE) 460) and Xiyou xugao, xiyou riji zhaichao ( {548
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Catholic follower and converter, Qu Taisu ( 22K Z ) was influenced by such rumors and approached
missionaries for the sake of learning the mysterious alchemy not Catholic doctrine.™

Since it had already been widely known that the missionaries were capable of performing alchemy,
would it be so hard to suspect that they could also cast other sorceries? Yuan Zhongdao who used to meet
Matteo Ricci in person commented in his book that “Matteo Ricci was adept at discussion and writing
scholarly works. His income was poor but usually gave away gold to others. Besides, he also bought quite
a few houses and servants, so people suspected that he had alchemy secrets. It was true that Matteo Ricci
knew many occult arts but it was a pity that I did not delve into it.”** Li Rihua ( Z=H%E ) directly pointed
out that “Matteo Ricci know occult technics so that nobody can do any harm to him. He also knows qi-
absorption and Vipassana, so he is invulnerable to all kinds of sickness.””’ Another scholar, Qian Xiyan
(#8475 ) even listed the biography of Matteo Ricci in the category of Xianhuan (immortal and illusion,
flli%] ) together with Zhang Pique ( 5E7%€ ), Yan Pengtou ( [&J3%5H ), Yin Pengtou ( F*7#5H ) who were
regarded as Taoist immortals, implying that Ricci has already been regarded as the one with supernatural
powers together with other legendary characters.™

Apart from alchemy, miracles and exorcism are the two other factors that made great contributions
to the creation of the image of missionaries being able to perform sorceries. Shen Que once remarked
missionaries in his memorial that “when talking with literati, they (the missionaries) discuss tianxing
(heaven nature, K [ ); with the commoners, they stress shenshu (divine spell, f# ffj ).”>> Indeed, this
is a very accurate observation. In the early stage of mission work, Jesuits adopted the “from top to
bottom” preaching strategy which required missionaries to focus on the high level of the society, scholar-
official and with the help of their impact among low-level society it would be much easier to convert
commoners. Meanwhile, Jesuits like Julius Aleni, Alfonso Vagnoni and Nicolas Longobardo did not
give up evangelizing commoners directly.”® If we see the efforts to convert scholar-official is constituted
by learning Confucian Classics, writing essays about humanistic ethics, following lifestyle of literati
and combining Catholicism with Confucianism to “supplement Confucianism”, then the efforts to
convert commoners were not so academic given the fact that the illiteracy rate was very high and their

religious belief was strongly dominated by the practical rationalism. While preaching Catholicism to

Te-PEE HEC @D ) 463) respectively, as to the summary of literati’s works on the alchemy of missionaries, please see Tang
Kaijian, Limadou, 20.

51 Huang Yinong, Liangtoushe, 34.

52 Yuan Zhongdao F i , Youju feilu 5= Hi$% (Shanghai: Shanghai yuandong chubanshe, 1996), vol. 4, 100.

53 Tang Kaijian, Limadou, 23.

54 1Ibid., 27.

55 Xia Guiqi, Shengchao poxieji, 78-79.

56 Jacques Gernet, China and the Christian Impact : A Conflict of Cultures, trans. Janet Lloyd (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1985), 42.
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commoners, miracles’’ and exorcism™ were widely employed by missionaries for they perfectly fitted
the psychological needs of Chinese. Actually, advertising that miracles could occur to those who have
faith in Jesus Christ and that missionaries could perform exorcism to expel the evil spirits demonstrated
their ability of making contact with the other world in the eyes of Chinese. Previously, such rituals could
only be performed by orthodoxy religious staff, like eminent Buddhists and Taoists, or by sorcerers who
were considered as people with magical and sorcery-casting powers and were usually seen as dangerous
persons. Without any official recognition or wide acceptance, Catholicism was generally considered as
xiejiao for most of times. Therefore, rumors of foreign missionaries casting evil spells or sorceries were
widely circulated in the Ming dynasty. And such rumors offered excuses for opponents in initiating anti-
Catholicism incidents and spreading anti-Catholicism statements.

Quyi zhiyan is one of many anti-Catholicism articles of Shengchao poxie ji, a collection of anti-
Catholicism articles that was edited in 1637. In this article the rumor of missionaries performing sorceries
were well recorded, “its teaching (Catholicism) is not only erroneous, but also full of sorceries. They
buried the corpses in the church and then dug out the remains after 50 years and cremated them into oil by
virtue of sorceries. The oil was distributed into 5 churches and anyone who stepped into the church would

be anointed his (her) forehead so that he (she) would become numb and follow their teachings.””

Similar narration can also be found in Maiyouji xuji,

“It was said that those who were willing to follow their teaching would be ordered to drink a bowl of
water that could perplex their minds... if the followers were about to die, their masters would dispatch two
people to chanting and use cloth to cover the corpse. Some believed that they gouged out the pupils of the
deceased person...”, “there was a person whose family was poor. He knew that converting to Catholicism
would be given 50 gold. He told his family to get ready for pouring in decoction when he came back from
the church to vomit the water offered by the missionaries. When he came back he was already bewitched
by Catholicism and was about to destroy shrines... after drinking the decoction he started to vomit pure
water first and then spitting out blood and stored it in a basin. The blood was dispersed overnight but there

was still one thing left which was in a shape of a human being. Taking closer look, it was in the shape of

57 There are many records narrating stories of how did an entire family converted into Christianity after miracles occurred.
Such miracles includes giving births to babies usually male heirs, passing the imperial examinations, healing some incurable
diseases, escaping a life-threatening situation like a dire disaster, and so forth. For instance, one of the “three pillars” of
Catholic mission, Xu Guangqi was said to have a bizarre dream which eventually led him into the embrace of Christianity.
During this process, passing the imperial examination that he had failed many times was also seen as a miracle to award his
belief in Christianity.

58 The stories of Catholic exocism always follow the same process: first the man or woman got haunted and his or her
family sent for Buddhists, Taoists or sorcerers who would then definitely fail in casting out devils. Then Catholic priests,
sometimes converts would come on stage and handle the evil spirits with no difficulty, and the entire family would convert
into Christians as a gesture of gratefulness as well as admiration for the effectiveness of Christianity. The most represented
Chinese work on Catholic exorcism is the second volume of Li Jiugong 2= J1 Tfj , “Lixiu yijian” [Efj & — % [A Image to
Encourage Self-Improvement] in Faguo guojia tushuguan mingqing tianzhujiao wenxian 7Bl F B EEEIHE K FZCUE
[Chinese Christian Texts from the National Library of France] ((Taipei: Ricci Institute, 2009) 181-326.

59 Xia Guiqi, Shengchao poxieji, 176.
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. . 60
the masters (missionaries).”

Even some local gazetteers includes narrations of missionaries in the Ming dynasty doing caisheng
zhege. In Shanhua xianzhi ( 2 {b 54 &), it is recorded that “In the years of Emperor Tianqi, Diego de
Pantoja was adept in occult arts. He can snatch out the kidney of men and womb of women as ingredients
of medicine.”

As we can see in these records that the missionaries were completely demonized into sort of
yaoren who could perform evil sorceries. In these rumors, different types of sorceries were performed
for achieving different purposes. For instance, when accused missionaries of inducing commoners
to converted into Catholicism, rumors of missionaries doing alchemy so that they had large amounts
of money to give to whoever converted into Catholicism or employing magical water to control their
consciousness were circulated; when accused missionaries of initiating or supporting rebellions, rumors
of missionaries casting spells of assembling people instantly without appointment were circulated; when
accused missionaries of doing harm to human bodies, rumors of missionaries doing caisheng zhege to

make medicine for themselves were circulated.

Chapter 5: Mechanism of Imagination Transplant in the Anti-Catholicism
Persecutions

Just as stated in An Analysis of Rumor that, “A stranger whose business is unknown to the small town
where he took up residence will breed many legends designed to explain to curious minds why he has
come to town.”” “A stranger” implies the identity of this person as an outsider who shares no connection
or mutual interest with others within the local community. His (Her) “unknown business” indicates
that the purpose of this stranger is unclear to local residents, which creates spaces for the imagination
of presuming the stranger is likely to constitute potential threats to them and put them in dangerous
situations. In this occasion, stories and rumors around this stranger will emerge, especially whenever
any suspicious behavior is conducted by him (her). This is exactly the situation that the first generation
of Jesuits giants in the Late Ming dynasty were in. As strangers who were completely alien to Chinese,
whenever they do things that could not be well understood or explained within the knowledge framework
of local people, relative rumors would always emerge and circulate among local society. Without doubt,
such rumors did not come from nowhere. Actually, they came from previous existed imaginations
targeting to other outsiders including Folangji, wondering Buddhist monks and yaoren and transplanted
them onto Catholic missionaries, making them the scapegoats of such rumors. The three types of rumors
that were employed by opponents in persecuting missionaries were the result of such imagination
transplant.

60 Zhu Meishu M5 , Maiyouji HEE-%E [Collection of Burying Sorrows] (Changsha: Yuelu Shushe, 1985), 244-145.

61  Wu Zhqoxi 52JKEE and Zhang Xianlun 5&5CHs , Guangxu shanhua xianzhi 3{E84%E [Local Gazetteers of Shanhua County
Compiled in Guangxi period] (Nanjing: Jiangsu gujii chubanshe, 2002), vol. 34, 22a.

62  Gordon W. Allport and Leo Postman, “An Analysis of Rumor” in The Public Opinion Quarterly vol. 10, No. 4 (1946-1947),
503.
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The image of Folangji is never positive in the Ming dynasty.”’ In the Chinese documents, Folangji
was depicted as pirates, children eaters, human traffickers and kidnappers, and more importantly,
barbarians who sought to attack and occupy China at any time. It is the result of a series behaviors of
Portuguese and Spanish in the Southeast Asia and China seacoast including the provoking and reckless
behaviors of Simdo de Andrade in Tuen Mun, the attempts of Tomé Pires for obtaining trading rights in
Beijing, the naval battle in Guangdong in 1522, the smuggling, plundering and colluding with Chinese
and Japanese pirates around China southeastern coastal areas, the naval battle in Shuangyu Island ( XX
5 5 ) in 1548, let alone the massacre of oversea Chinese in Luzon by Spanish later in 1603. All these
incident further worsened the negative images of Folangji. Therefore, rumors like Folangji launching
military actions for the purpose of occupying China or Folangji living in Macau were assembling armed
forces and building fortress in preparation for intruding Guangdong provinces were widely circulated
particularly. Therefore, when local people saw missionaries, who in their eyes belong to the Macau
barbarians, building churches and residences or simply buying houses, they naturally associated it to
the saying of Folangji building fortress in Tuen Mun or in Macau and transplanted such imagination of
Folangji intruding China onto foreign missionaries and spread rumors of missionaries planning to occupy
China.

In the Ming dynasty, the image of Buddhist monks was not always so upright. In fact, many popular
novels and poetic dramas had plentiful descriptions of filthy behaviors of monks. Shuihu zhuan ( {7KZF
&) , Water Margin), JinPingmei cihua ( {<&jfif5E5E) , The Golden Lotus) and Sanyan erpai (“ =&
"8, the collections of five volumes of short stories) are the typical examples in which large amounts
of descriptions of Buddhist monks violating lust caution can be found everywhere. A doggerel teasing the
image of nasty monks widely existed in these novels: One word is seng ( {% , bonzes), two words are he
shang ( 1% , Buddhist monks), three words are gui yue guan ( J244'E , musical officials for ghost), and
four words are se zhong e gui ( P&} , ghosts hungry for sex).”* It resulted in the image of yinseng
(lustful monks, ;£ ) being deeply rooted among commoners in the Ming dynasty. Unfortunately, when
missionaries first arrived in China, they dressed like Buddhist monks and called themselves as xiseng ( /4
, Buddhist monks from the West). Besides, some of the Catholic doctrines, like the saying of heaven
and hill was also seen as plagiarized from Buddhism. Many Chinese saw them as monks from tianzhu
( R, India) and did not distinguish them from Chinese Buddhist monks. In this way, it is not difficult
to understand that the opponents transplanted the already deeply-rooted erotic imagination of Buddhist
monks onto the Catholic missionaries and created the similar erotic image of Catholic missionaries when
they witnessed or simply heard of the “intimate” contacts between missionaries and local women.

The kidnapping scares in which fetuses and children were stolen in order to prepare a medicine from

fetuses and children’s organs were a regular phenomenon in traditional China.” Actually, beside children-

63  As to the early image of Folangji in China, please see Fok Kai Cheong, “Early Ming Images of the Portuguese”, in Anthony
Disney ed., Historiography of Europeans in Africa and Asia, 1450-1800 (Brookfield: Variorum, 1995), 113-126.

64 Shi Naian Jf fif /& and Luo Guanzhong % & ', Shuihu zhuan 7K ;# {8 [The Water Margin] (Beijing: Renminwenxue
chubanshe, 2005), 600; Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng F&[&5 54 | Jinpingmei cihua 2jfifEEE5E [The Golden Lotus] (Beijing:
Renmin wenxue chubanshe, 1992) 65.

65 Bernard J. ter Haar, Telling stories, 191.
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consuming rumor, other kinds of rumors that involve physical abuse by way of sorcery method or purpose
were also widely existed and could arouse collective, usually violent, reactions. In recent studies of Song
Liming ( 2K # BH ), through careful examinations of records left by missionaries, he pointed out that
there was a great possibility that the Jesuits intentionally acted mysteriously in the issue of alchemy
so that they could trigger curiosity of Chinese people. Alchemy, combined with miracle and exorcism,
constituted the preaching strategy of Jesuits among lower-level commoners, making themselves sort
of yaorenin the eyes of Ming people. In this way, rumors of demonizing missionaries which focuses
on their ability of performing sorceries are not so difficult to be accepted. For example, when local
residents witnessed or simply heard of foreign missionaries setting up Yuying tang (foundling fostering
Hall 5824 ), adopting abandoned babies and baptizing the dying ones, they would naturally project the
traditional kidnapping scares and the imagination of Folangji eating children onto Catholic missionaries
for they shared similarities in terms of religious identity or foreign identity. Therefore, rumors like
missionaries hallucinating and manipulating children with drugs, snatching out their organs to make
medicine, eating children, fetching gems within the corpse and so forth proliferated among Chinese local
societies.

To sum up, rumor is one of the main and most effective approaches to initiate persecutions against
Catholic missionaries in the late Ming dynasty and it usually functioned well in arousing collective fear
as well as hatred of low-level gentries and commoners, and caution and worry of local officials. In these
rumors, the transplantation of the twisty imagination of outsiders including Folangji, yinseng, caisheng
zhege-conductors (beggars, wandering monks, Taoists, fortune-tellers, fatuous, tyrannic emperors,
treacherous courtiers) and xiejiao followers onto Catholic missionaries has become big obstacles for
their survival in the Ming China. Worse still, such imagination transplant also paved the way for the later
various and numerous rumors demonizing Catholic and Protestant missionaries in the anti-Christian cases
in the Late Qing dynasty and even further for the anti-Christian propaganda after the establishment of
People’s Republic of China. As a matter of fact, the phenomenon of imagination transplant does not limit
itself within the field of China Catholic history, but in the entire history of Sino-foreign communication
and confrontation. Conducting intensive studies on the mechanism of imagination transplant will
definitely help us to have a better understanding of the problems that emerged during our contacts with
the outside world.



