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“Hunger Fighters”: International Agricultural Development in the US, China,

and Taiwan, 1925 to 1975

James Lin
University of California, Berkeley

Taiwan Fellowship Scholar

This presentation will discuss the agricultural development in the United States, and R. O. C,,
primarily exploring how agricultural development experts applied science and technology to
resolve deeply rooted social problems of famine and “backwardness.” It will narrate the paths of
American agricultural scientists funded by Christian missionaries and the United Nations Relief
and Rehabilitation Agency in China, and after 1949, to Taiwan, and finally Taiwanese agricultural
scientists and technicians sent on Cold War missions of agricultural diplomacy to Africa and

Southeast Asia.
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