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Confucian Mysticism and Song-Ming Philosophical Poetry:

the Sub-tradition of Shao Yong and Chen Xianzhang

This paper discusses the intellectual/spiritual connections between the Song dynasty thinker,
Shao Yong #HPzE (1012-1077), and the Ming dynasty philosopher, Chen Xianzhang [ &t &
(1428-1500), by placing their life-stories and scholarship within the sub-tradition originated with
the Confucius’ disciple, Zeng Dian %L (b. 541? BCE). Even though Shao Yong and Chen
Xianzhang are traditionally considered to represent different schools of Confucian thought, the
intellectual connections between the two, as well as their similarities with Zeng Dian, were
noticed by many scholars who often referred to them as sharing a similar intellectual/spiritual
mark (gixiang $&32). The Ming dynasty scholar, Gao Panlong =245E (1562-1626), explicitly
connected these three personalities, presenting them as a Confucian sub-tradition. My paper
suggests that the philosophical visions of Shao and Chen, as well as their similarities with Zeng
Dian, can be explained while considered from the perspective of the Chinese philosophical



mysticism as it was first defined by Feng Youlan /& & & (1895-1990). | will seek to explore the

features of this specific form of mysticism, giving special attention to the role played by poetic

language in the process of one’s intellectual/spiritual transformation.
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