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Chinese books in Leipzig, past & present: an end-user’s perspective
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At the occasion of the 23rd Biennial Meeting of the European Association
for Chinese Studies, planned for 2020, the local sinologists joined forces with
librarians and curators from the Leipzig University Library, the German National
Library, the Leipzig Museum of the Printing Arts, and the Grassi Museum of
Ethnography to take stock of things Chinese that have sedimented in Leipzig over
time, largely since the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. A core part of this
endeavour was an exhibition of pre-1945 Chinese books and manuscripts held at
Leipzig University Library. Unfortunately, in the end, owing to the Covid19
pandemic, the 2020 EACS meeting was first postponed to 2021 and then ended
up being held only virtually; the book exhibition was cancelled altogether, though
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a catalogue had already been produced. However, the catalogue was by itself
worth the trouble and it is one of the key sources for the first part of the present
paper, which is a look back at the development of Sinology at Leipzig University
with a special emphasis on the development of the sinological library holdings
and their importance for sinological research at Leipzig University. The second
part will assess the current situation as well as possible scenarios for the further
development of sinological library collections, both in print and digital—all from
the perspective, as the subtitle of this paper says, not of a librarian, but of an “end-

user,” a Leipzig-based scholar studying things Chinese.
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Philip Clart is Professor of Chinese Culture and History at Leipzig
University, Germany. He received his MA in Chinese Studies from the University
of Bonn in 1989, and his Ph.D. in Asian Studies from the University of British
Columbia, Canada, in 1997. Prior to coming to Leipzig in 2008, he taught at the
University of British Columbia (1996-1998) and at the University of Missouri-
Columbia (1998-2008). He is the editor of the Journal of Chinese Religions and
co-editor (with Elisabeth Kaske) of the monograph series Leipziger Sinologische
Studien. His main research areas are popular religion and new religious
movements, religious change and state/religion relations, as well as literature and
religions of the late imperial period (10th-19th c.).



