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The Evolution of the Jiading county local history from 1557 to 1605: The “Chaste
Maiden Zhang” Incident and More

Katherine Carlitz
Department of East Asian Languages and Literature, University of Pittsburgh, USA

Gazetteers are an indispensable resource for the study of Ming and Qing dynasty
social history. However, we must not assume that they are wholly neutral or impartial
sources of information. While researching the 1544 “Chaste Maiden Zhang” incident in
Jiading county, namely the murder of Chaste Maiden Zhang as narrated by Gui
Youguang (1506-1571), | found that the materials on this incident in the 1557 and 1605
Jiading county gazetteer contradicted each other. Differences between the two gazetteers
are not limited to this incident, but extend to tone, method of compilation, and other
aspects. In my lecture, 1 will do a preliminary analysis of the differences between the
1605 Jiading county gazetteer, and the rare edition of the 1557 gazetteer that is held in
the Nanjing Library.



