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New insights on the Boxer Rebellion

The Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901) was the major destabilizing event of the late Qing
dynasty. The rebellion by Shandong religious sect was eventually transformed into an
international incident, in which the Boxers (Yihetuan 5 #1E]) would kill tens of thousands
of Chinese Christians and close to 200 foreigners. More than 100,000 Chinese would be
killed during the allied intervention. The Boxers laid siege to the Beijing Legation for 55
days, and the rebellion ended with the invasion of China by the 8 Nations Allied Army, the
foreign occupation of Beijing for two years, and the one-year exile of the Qing court to

Xian.
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The rebellion attracted international attention, and led to the final round of Qing political
reforms between 1902 and 1911. To the present histories of the Boxer rebellion have
focused on the rebellion’s causes and have primarily relied on the many sources in foreign

languages produced after the rebellion. Chinese sources have to this point been underused.

In this talk, I will be introducing my new project on the invasion of China by the 8 Nations
Allied Army, the defense of the legations, and the nature of the occupation of Beijing. I will
be speaking on the problems of the foreign language source base and the insights to be
drawn from Chinese sources. In particular I will be speaking on the contributions of
Chinese to the defense of the foreign legations, foreign perceptions of the Qing court as a
potential treasure trove, the nature of the 2-year foreign occupation of Beijing, and the
subsequent media transformation of the Boxer Rebellion into an event used to justify

continued foreign privilege in China.
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