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Discover of Taiwan's drama historical materials via ""Rescue of
Malaysia Chinese Drama Historical Materials" Campaign
Sim Kok Meng

President of Persatuan Kesenian Belia Heart Towards The Sun, Malaysia

In the early part of 20th century, Taiwan was included as part of Japan in the
geographical map, but later it became a part of and a major part of Republic of China.
However, no matter what the status was, the import of Taiwan's drama into Southeast
Asian countries was still going on.

According to the statement claimed by a Malaysia Chinese history and
literature researcher, Mr. Fang Xiu, drama of Malaysia was started in 1919. In year
2019, Persatuan Kesenian Belia Heart Towards The Sun launched a campaign named
"Rescue of Malaysia Chinese Drama Historical Materials" conjunction with its 100
years anniversary. Surprisingly, there was a lot of information involving Taiwan's
drama troupes, artists and scripts were found during the field research.

During the rule of Japan, some Taiwan's drama troupes were banned because of
the "Royal Civilization Movement". Hence, the artists were forced to choose to
perform in Malaya in order to get alive, while others complied with the government's
policies and leave to Southeast Asia to promote or gather information from Malaya.
Before the founding of the Republic of China, Mr. Sun Yat-sen, in order to gain the
support of the vast number of overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia to overthrow the
Manchu government, he has applied drama to local community to promote the
revolution, sowing the seeds of "civilized drama" in Malaya. After the outbreak of the
May Fourth Movement, Malaya gradually laid down the development of modern
drama, overseas Chinese set up drama troupes in different periods with the mission
anti-Japanese war to save the country, fund-raising for disaster relief, culture
exchange, pointed out social problems and to improve the people's wisdom, and
drama became the favorable tool to achieve the missions; In 1949, after the
Government of the Republic of China moved to Taiwan, in order to complete the goal
of counter-attacking the mainland and achieving the united front of overseas Chinese,
the "Overseas Theatre Promotion Committee™ was set up to establish contact with
overseas Chinese drama artists.
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