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Grasping the Tools of Reproduction:
New Attitudes towards Conception and Conditions of Childbirth
Margaret Mih Tillman
University of California, Berkeley

Medical history often reveals the ways in which a society imagines and
understands the human condition. Conception and childbirth further depict life at its
incipient stages, so changing attitudes towards conception and childbirth may indicate
new ways of imagining and depicting human life. Previous scholars have noted the
impact of Western science as well as the professionalization of midwifery. This
presentation will draw on that scholarship in order to continue to explore other
sources of Western influence, such as missionary writings, on sexual education and
reproductive health in early twentieth century China.

This presentation will explore attitudes toward and information about reproductive
health, especially childbirth and birth control, in early twentieth-century Chinese
journals and periodicals, such as Christian youth journals, women’s magazines, and
popular books. Some of these publications encourage women to practice birth
control and give birth in hospitals, and even advocate the Japanese system of
professionalizing midwifery. By touching upon genealogical tools, newspaper
articles, medical periodicals, and hospital systems, the latter half of the presentation
will offer the audience a sense of the conditions of childbirth in colonial Taiwan.



