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The Significance of the Mongol Empire in Chinese Medical History

Reiko Shinno
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

The Northern Song government began to take strong initiatives in the codification
of medical knowledge and in the creation of a hospitable environment for physicians.
This trend was dramatically intensified under the Yuan due to complex interactions
among Mongols, Western and Central Asians, and Chinese. This presentation will
show that historians should study the Yuan period not as a mere extension of the Song
period but an independent moment in history, when a configuration of power,
different from that of either the Song or the Ming period, created its own medical
culture.

More specifically speaking, the presentation will be divided into two parts. In the
first part, 1 will introduce my recently published article, “Medical Schools and the
Temples of the Three Progenitors in Yuan China: A Case of Cross-Cultural
Interactions” (Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, 67.1, June 2007). This article
focuses on medical schools and Temples to the Three Progenitors (Sanhuang miao),
which the Yuan government endorsed as one institution. The institution encouraged
canonical literacy among physicians, gave them more access to government positions,



and awarded them with prestige as followers of the Three Progenitors, legendary
rulers whom Yuan Daoxue scholars exalted as the founders of the Way (dao). In the
second part, | will briefly share my findings this year about the Four Great Masters of
the Jin-Yuan Periods and discuss how their lives and theories benefited from the
historical environment created by the Mongol Empire.



