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Typology and Theory of Chinese Language for Universities’ Students
in Taiwan and Abroad

Both Taiwan and Mainland China are implementing programs to send Chinese
teachers abroad to work in universities and high schools. For such a teacher, theory is
very important: typology, genealogy, grammar, and comparative aspects — in relation
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to inflectional European languages. Usually, native Chinese speakers do not possess
such knowledge.

In addition, if one goes, for example, to Russia (or — any other WWestern
country), he should understand that the country is not a “desert”, where the Chinese
language has not previously been studied, but a country with rich traditions of
Sinology studies. The basic principles of the theoretical approach to the Chinese
language are outlined in my book "A Course in Theoretical Chinese Grammar" (2005,
2006) and a series of scientific articles. According to the present day research, the
Chinese language belongs to the Sino-Caucasian macro family of languages, that is,
(hypothetically) it can be related to the Basque language in Spain and France, the
languages of the peoples of the Caucasus in Russia.

Typologically, this is an isolating language and a language with the Topic-
prominence: in the sentences there is no imitation of the “actor and action”. The
language levels in Chinese have the opposite value in relation to the equivalent levels
in European languages: the phonemes, lexemes, sentences are “weak”, not significant
for the national consciousness. Parts of speech in Chinese are flexible, “positional”,
not dependant of the vocabulary: specific meaning is acquired only in syntax context,
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so it is more appropriate to speak of the categories of “route”, “range”, and “position”.
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