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In the hundred years between 1850 and 1950, China experienced unprecedented
economic and environmental changes. Using comparative case-studies of particular
cities and rivers, with special attention to issues of spatial politics, sovereignty, and
international society, this talk will outline some of those changes. Certain questions
will be posed: What role did different types of shipping and industry play in the
changing perceptions and manipulations of China’s coast and inland waters? How
were knowledge and politics about water control transformed in the process? The talk
will draw on archival material housed in Germany, China, and Taiwan, and argue that
the transformation of water control was at the heart of modern China’s integration into
the global economy.
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