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While the Baltic states cannot boast a long-standing tradition of Asian studies,
many libraries in the region nevertheless possess an array of precious materials in
Asian languages. One such small but curious collection of Chinese and Tibetan books
and manuscripts brought over from the Far East by early Latvian Orientalist P&teris
Smits (1869-1938) is housed in the National Library of Latvia. As part of my
personal endeavour to research the local history of East Asian studies, | have
extensively worked with this collection, trying to establish the provenance of the
largely anonymous materials. In this talk, | will introduce these materials and explain
their value both as historical objects and as evidence of the early development of
Asian studies in the Baltic region.
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