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Natural Resources and the Economic Roots of Uyghur Anger in
Modern Xinjiang

The past two decades China’s westernmost province of Xinjiang has been
witness to escalating cycles of interethnic tensions and state repression. Today,
perhaps tens of thousands of Uyghurs and other ethnicities are detained in an
unprecedented hardline assimilationist campaign in this region. In this talk, I
will explore the economic roots that have created and exacerbate the so-called
“ethnic question” in Xinjiang and point to the power of natural resources and

extraction campaigns that have shaped this region as well as other Chinese
border regions.
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