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East Asia in the Context of
US-China Rivalry, One-Belt-One-Road, and Maritime Disputes

People living in East Asia are experiencing rapid and even disorientating
changes, with many uncertainties regarding the state of affairs surrounding the region.
Is United States President Donald Trump’s trade war on China about trade or
something more? What is the historical background of the US-China rivalry, and how
does the US see China’s One-Belt-One-Road / Maritime Silk Road Initiative? What
are the major political-strategic considerations for China in promoting the MSRI?
Why are there differences in the reactions of the governments of Southeast and
Northeast Asia toward the initiative and what are their cost-benefit calculations based
on? What are the roles of ethnic Chinese in facilitating China’s investments and
diplomacy in Southeast Asia? To what extent do maritime territorial sovereignty
disputes figure in the MSRI and US-China relations? How are Northeast Asian
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countries taking advantage of the US-China rivalry?

This presentation, to be conducted in English supplemented by Mandarin
Chinese, hopes that by posing and attempting to answer the questions above, we can
get a better handle on the pressing international issues facing us today.
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