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This paper explores two things: one, the implications of Taiwan’s quest for
international space for its foreign-policy choices; two, the implications of such a quest
for the study of International Relations. The paper examines the constraints on
Taiwan’s quest: it suggests that the constraints come in the main from China putting
political pressure on Taiwan as well as on other actors in world affairs; they also come
in relatively smaller measures from other actors in the international community as
well as from the country’s own domestic reservations. The paper focuses on Taiwan’s
participation in intergovernmental organizations and assesses the possibilities of the
country’s increasing involvement in the activities of these organizations. The paper
concludes with a discussion on what we can learn from Taiwan’s experience in this
quest in order to inform or even revise our understanding of international relations.
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