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Taiwan as the Vantage Point for East Asian Energy
History
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The massive island blackout on August 15, 2017 and the 2018 pro-
nuclear referendum revealed the vulnerability of Taiwan's electrical
power system. This talk examines the history of Taiwan's energy security
and its impact on geopolitics and trade relations in the East Asian region.
Taiwan's energy security framework has always been inseperable from
war. During the second Sino-Japanese War, the engineer-bureaucrats of
the National Resources Commission built the wartime electrical
infrastructure amidst the Japanese invasion. They came to see the stability
of the electrical power system as the basis of a stable political system. In



VEER T\ RS 2023 4212 H 20 H

1945, these engineer-bureaucrats took over Japan's industrial assets on
both sides of the Taiwan Straits. The wartime experience prompted the
regimes on mainland China and Taiwan to maintain national control over
the power grid after 1949. How will China and Taiwan draw on their
historical experience to confront the challenges of climate change and
complete the transition to green energy?
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