VEER T\ RS 2020 £ 11 H 4

PRE g% JiF T
Iifr\ ARBRPFRKL >awh (1932—1945)

fuz ¥ (Ying-kit Chan)
FRFERAEREL ML IRFT A

b an TE s & | 20208 R fEEs I RSB A

- FLenILii Y |/ oo =N
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ%z%*—%ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁo“ﬁ§@ﬁ&z%z%i
& MHpegde? W é%? i B 3%

Y

AR A & 2 BE0A o LM FA RO B RS RGRT ] AR R T -
{2 F o FPRERERFA S FAMABEAT R LGS P - B vEH
1897—1964 ; ~ fi-p v ) 8 F L # F (1898—1962) A E - ¥ 7
Bz dadfrd Waoaied '*ﬁ-mﬁﬁ%ﬂi‘*@?}ﬁfzfj—

3% % o 8
ZadiEf FR2FaE g iy Eﬂﬁiiﬁx; % - K e hﬁ*@q*"
,;’f_%;#gﬁ’ijﬁv"i& il ’ﬁxi/iq’xdl%‘?‘f%ﬂ“ﬁ’%” gﬁ;“ Ra &3 i]"* %
E R EFFARTP FAE ) ZHRe

Bofh o MUZ AL B FEET L0 o PiE- Ao S R e

FHoAetmE AEE - fﬁ%‘frﬂ‘g%iﬁﬂv‘ﬁﬁﬁoﬁ:;ﬁ%‘f—‘ﬁiﬁxﬁl
E H;L“l};@%*ﬁ]m?’%?ﬁ-‘i?ii‘j*@ el d (s FER
Zm oo oA 738 &R 902 £F = ) ov*f&']%? AR RREFTE AR

ﬁ\%é%&%’ﬁaéi’uiﬁ

E

g(}t]‘mal’mjﬁ: ’ ;mFﬂ-vJ i‘}%q’/:\‘jl J—ﬁ—é:?\

+T
o
=
N
-
':1
-n\a.
\,
~F
)
N
\ —
-
Y
(Lﬂ

RS e F o AT A



VEER T\ RS 2020 £ 11 H 4

Ethnicity and Frontier Studies in Southwest China:
Pan-Thai Nationalism and the Wartime Debate on National Identity,
1932-1945

Ying-kit Chan
Research Fellow
International Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden University

In the 1930s and early 1940s, China was at war with Japan and China’s
Nationalist government moved to Sichuan Province in the Southwest. An ideal
location in many ways, Southwest China was also an ethnically diverse place, a
crucible for the idea of a modern, unified Chinese nation held together by its
constituents. The region became a seedbed for frontier studies and the rethinking of
ethnic relations, a region that academics and administrators hoped to transform into a
bastion of military resistance and national recovery. Pan-Thai nationalism, promoted
by the Thai state to spread Thai consciousness among Tai minorities in Southwest
China, provided an impetus for these trends. Unity became the national purpose, and
the cultural and economic development of Southwest China was conceptualized.

My lecture comprises three parts. | will first trace Chinese interest in
understanding the Tai minorities to 1932, when a coup in Siam replaced the absolute
monarchy with a constitutional government. The constitutional regime soon came
under the control of Plaek Phibunsongkhram (1897—-1964; known as Phibun) and
Wichit Wathakan (1898-1962), who promoted Thai consciousness among not only
Thai citizens but also the Tai peoples in Indochina and Southwest China. | will then
explore China’s initial responses to Pan-Thai nationalism as seen in the wartime
Nationalist government’s correspondence with the provincial authorities of Yunnan,
which was most exposed to Pan-Thai nationalism due to its geographical proximity to
Thailand and substantial Tai population. I will also revisit the debates on the
Zhonghua minzu with reference to the Tai peoples in Southwest China.

Finally, I will focus, through the lens of three social scientists, on the role of
emerging scientific disciplines, such as anthropology, ethnology, history, and
sociology, in objectifying the Chinese interest in Thailand and in refuting Thailand’s
claim that Nanzhao, a kingdom that had existed in Yunnan during the eighth and
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ninth centuries, was Tai (or Thai). Chinese academics and university professors
conducted field trips, compiled ethnographic data, and wrote articles to substantiate
the Nationalist government’s counterargument that the Tai peoples constituted part of
the Chinese nation. Their efforts helped transform the Southwest from terra incognita
into an ethnographically legible region for economic development and frontier
studies, as suggested in my conclusion.
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