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Remapping Taipei:Street Names, Political Symbolism,
and Artistic Responses in Fiction, Poetry, and Film

Following the end of the Anti-Japanese War in 1945, Taiwan again became a
province of China. In the years that followed, the Nationalist government carried out
a campaign to remove all references to Japan and Japanese culture and install Chinese
names and institutions in their place. This included renaming streets in the capital city
of Taipei, which became the provisional capital of the Republic of China after 1949.
Many of the names chosen had close ties to former and present government leaders,
government policies and programs, and places names in mainland China. Thus when
traversing the streets of Taipei, one became immersed in Nationalist history, policies,
and programs. Beginning in the 1960s, fiction writers, poets, and filmmakers created
works that reflected on and reacted to this highly politicized mapping and began to
establish a space apart by reimagining Taipei or moving above ground level. This
paper will examine how the poets Ya Hsien and Lin Yaode, filmmakers Wan Jen and
Lai Shengchuan, and fiction writer Zhu Tianxin have explored and helped establish
new creative space in their works.
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