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Rongzi ( %+ ) ~ Wang Rongzhi (2 % 1 ) (1928 —) is one of the best
women poets of new Taiwanese literature. During my longer stay in Taipei as a Fellow
of the Center of Chinese Studies (November 1995-January 1996) | had the opportunity

to make a copy of her Guanhua heheben F 3=4=& #* Mandarin Union Version of the

Bible and to read the passages that she underlined from 1964-1995. | noticed quickly
that most of them were concerned with the Psalms, book of poetry, attributed
traditionally to King David. Later | had the opportunity to go through most of the
volumes of her poetry and other writings and devoted more attention to the book
Ecclesiastes #:g 2 , Quoheleth in Hebrew and Preacher in English, one of the most
philosophical books of the impact written probably under the impact of Greek

rationalistic Epicurean philosophy.

Especially this book, its reception and reflection in the poetical work of Rongzi
became the object of my investigation.As a pious Protestant Christian Rongzi looks at
the book Ecclesiastes with different eyes as many biblical commentators even
theologians. She regards it as a work of the King Solomon, son of King David,
allegedly the wisest among the men of his age and muses over it as a poet influenced
by the Chinese traditional Daoist philosophy. She does not pay attention whatsoever to
its sceptical or even cynical lines. For Rongzi this world should be or at least to
become in the future the Kingdom of heaven. According to her this world of ours with

its & 7 <& % vanity of vanities is given to us as a preparation for the future abode

for those who are following the will of God.
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